***•**£■... 


"*S 



2i » the A 1 K- 

^ T tJiJi 

COUnir,^. . •ifi-.i,' -‘■TU- 


SrspS^f-Nc: 

•he Gulf. fir r ^'hu.;J> 
ndGlTF\ ,/ hc 'h* >•= 

; Sl a na hey 
e Vf an r, Crn "‘C^.C 
1 wnie or 

rej son m " ' 


4 'w, 
■'Mk,..,. 
■-■ ,IJ i f '--: ,r' 


r . f.., 

rejsons ., r .V 1 ' rTlis- »e „r 

P ul < region. 

; f l ^ jrc 

Wundnii,,. .'^^ 

die Eii { r c ... ‘ ,h4 "«-. : 

’.eompjmc*'.,^' 1 . 

4 lh .° CJie in JordS' 1 .^. 
l ? b « - >m« lr "* lft VtT. 

: for the Sf.TTiCuhj; u' 1 |J "'' 
ecessanK i; , 

0r Lo.ru r,;. l't *=- - 
rmoricsi ur.j ^‘Kt .. 
“Uemiiin 0 ; r 

siobe Fxili w "" 

i ,lK " 

3 *? Oe-e!*T KjRHtha; 

>• METS * 

xefum *'' ! wm Uhm s S .: 
proper fc <ir.isi* KC crtii,-' • 

tavr . — ;■;. 

. indu.,:, ;h.j' |i i. ilfl . 

■ Ins - -rv.;:i..:: „r n ;rWk - 
mc, ‘- - r to Mk-n;jik. !K . 
*!■-’ i“.- ME7'’ llto; -■ 


ance 

- '*-■ ■ lUtht 

•SlORJ:»— ‘.'111. I, J.|;jj.. :: . 
ou> dbj.cik. nrt-hie6*" 

.iuM 

5 in tor: ne; y s-. .■•ihoidc 
ee Ji-rJ.r ,:. r«iw 


lion Lv.h-'M 

* 't‘ 

• r r*ivnt- 

1 launching 

prr 

"iua jsjiti 

ets. A? ;nc 

I’l'.'v 

1. L'il'JW ?. 

up the »ni 

:ua 

■f atmt: 

air,on-.i.i 

tfi: 

• i^i •Husk 

mu! 

Lei 

:«r.Tft 

OUgh Ac ?\|;. 

'■■“■■xstv.i- 


ure 


rs UAE 


2S 

7T..K . 

,r.jn S-t 1 

JS 

nuc:- 

:.i l«f ^ 

r- 

ttl.lt l’l 

r; ppi-.tv tw : - A ' 

-n 

finj.nv 

.j; r.-tiiur.** 

.0 

ch-i';; 

.. irolTJlKV >* 

St 

hc.ilir 

i .jr p’-y.iA" . 

I. 

mem 

jci ncif ; p* 


and c 

or .'U nier thrr&' 

n 

Unite, 

2 S;aie‘ !*' 1 D£ - 

■ 

dom 

au-mJ'J m i " 


aae.n! 

r,;i v. id 10 ;t ' 

n 

120 

..ounine- J "*' 

d 

world. 

a 


tism and 

i cofflbiM 

Ts win 



Jordan's political, economii 
and cultural weekly 


On 7th November a 
special computer 
supplement will 
appear in The Star 
for more information 


• s r?v ? 










Try our OTHELO 
Terrace 

j Fun, Music, Snacks , 

Drinks <£ Hubble Bubble 


HAYAT AMMAN 
SUITES HOTEL 


: ^P. .■«. — r 

; J .. ~ J' .* „ / .« -•*: 



AMMAN, 24-30 OCTOBER, 1996, VOLUME 7, NUMBER 24, 350 fils 


2 I a 1... - H | ml lui 


French leader begins official visit to Jordan 

President Chirac pushes for a 
new European role in Mideast 


Le president francais Jacques Chirac 
en visite en Jordanie 


Voir page 12 


Unlike the cool reception 
in Israel, Chirac is 
received by Palestinians 
as a close friend 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 

RAMALLAH (Agencies}— 
French President Jacques Chirac 
became the first foreign head of 
suae to address the Palestinian 
legislature. He called Wednes¬ 
day on Palestinians to reject vio¬ 
lence as a means of winning 
statehood. 

“In rejecting violence as a 
way of expressing your claims, 
you will be faithful to the action 
pursued indefatigably by Presi¬ 
dent Arafat.” Chirac told the 88- 
merober assembly. 

Together we must light the 
temptation of violence that can 
always reappear at any 
moment.” Chirac told the legis¬ 
lature in the self-ruled town of 
Ramaliah. “We must beat off 
hatreds which are condemned by 
all religions and democracies.” 

Thousands of Palestinians had 
lined the streets of Ramaliah to 
welcome Chirac, a vocal advo¬ 
cate of an independent Palestin¬ 
ian state, as his French air force 
helicopter landed after a short 
flight from Jerusalem. 

In his address, Chirac urged 
Palestinians to “go on holding 
the olive branch" and said the 
aim of his address was to “regis¬ 
ter with due solemnity the 
importance France attaches to 
your assembly, the expression of 
Palestinian democracy." 

"I wish to pay tribute to the 
work you are doing and to your 
role in building a democratic 
Palestinian state." he said, reiter¬ 


ating his support for an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian homeland. 

During a joint press confer¬ 
ence Mr Chirac stressed that no 
peace will be complete without 
resolving the issue of Arab Jeru¬ 
salem. 

President Chirac flew into a 
rage Tuesday at Israeli security 
forces escorting him on foot 
through Old Arab Jerusalem, 
adding a flash of rancor to a 
Middle East tour that was con¬ 
troversial long before he left 
Paris. 

“This is a provocation. It 
must stop.” Chirac yelled at 
Israeli bodyguards who flanked 
him as he waded through 
crowds in the Arab Old City on 
Tuesday. Reports from the 
scene said he had been pre¬ 
vented from greeting well- 
wishers and merchants on the 
street, and from talking to 
French journalists accompany¬ 
ing him. 

“Do you want me to go back 
to my plane and go back to 
France?' Chirac cried at one 
point, gesturing indignantly at 
the security detail and elbowing 
them out of the way. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu apologized to 
Chirac after they met over 
lunch. Netanyahu said the inci¬ 
dent had been the consequence 
of “good intentions''. 

Chirac, on the second stop of 
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King Hussein welcoming President Chirac upon his arrival in .Amman Wednesday 

Chirac addresses Parliament today, 
holds press conference with King 


Negotiators inch 
towards an agreement 
on Hebron 


Continued on page 2 


AMMAN—French President 
Jacques Chirac arrived from 
Gaza Wednesday evening on a 
two-jay visit to Jordan. He was 
received at Marku Airport by 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
members of the Royal Family. 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Kabarili and senior Jordanian 
officials. Mr Chirac is accom¬ 
panied by a high-level delega¬ 
tion including Foreign Minister 
Hcrve dc Charcuc. 

Jordanian-French began 
Wednesday night at the Royal 
Court between the King and Mr 
Chirac. They were followed by 


a dinner banquet hosted by 
King Hussein in honor of Mr 
Chirac and the accompanying 
delegation. 

Today, Thursday. President 
Chirac will deliver a speech at 
the Parliament. After that Mr 
Chirac will host a luncheon for 
King Hussein at the residence 
of the French Ambassador in 
Amman. Mr Bernard Bajolet. 

King Hussein and President 
Chirac will hold a press confer¬ 
ence Thursday afternoon before 
the end of Mr Chirac's visit. 

During President Chirac's 
visit a number of cooperation 


agreements will he signed 
between Jordan and France. A 
new financial protocol worth 
FF 80 million will be signed. 
Jordan will receive an addi¬ 
tional FF 9 million in aid and 
will be able to receive soft 
loans. These will be used to 
finance technical equipments 
in AJ Bashir Hospital. Royal 
Medical Services. Jordan Uni¬ 
versity Hospital, the Civil Avi¬ 
ation Authority, the Telecom- j 
municaiions Authority, the I 
Amman Financial Market and | 
equipment to update the water i 
network in Wadi MusxB 


French call for European role 
requires Arab support, observers say 


By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
IT’S BEEN a long time since a 
visit by a foreign head of state 
to Jordan received so much 
publicity and popular approval 
as this week's visit of French 
President Jacques Chirac. The 
French leader's Middle East 
tour is seen by Jordanians as a 
significant step on the road to 
strengthening the European 
role in the Middle East peace 
process. Many agree that a 
forceful European role would 
end US monopoly on the politi- 


achievcd. But. presently this 
balance does not exist,” he said 
adding that he while he did not 
cast doubt on the role of the 
main sponsor "the current joint 
sponsorship of the process is 
not satisfactory, it is imbal¬ 
anced and biased." 

For Arab intellectuals and 
political observers, Chirac's dc 
Gaul lest principles is a wel¬ 
come change for an area that 
has lost faith in international 
law and lofty principles. Presi¬ 
dent Chirac’s visit will help 
rcpositian-Francc" "and Europe 


vy llivnuyvij Ull SliV ^rviiu - . _ „ 

cal future of t h e w-g inn—^nrf~~ as” a whole in terms of their 
create a more balanced political position towards the region and 


environment. 

The European presence will 
help secure the needed balance, 
without which there will be no 
confidence, and without confi¬ 
dence there will be no 
-progress,” Mr Bernard Bajolet. 
the French Ambassador in 
Amman told The Star. "The 
peace process will not make 
any progress unless a balance is 


its future. 

Jordanian political commen¬ 
tators have long repeated calls 
for a strong European role in 
the Middle East peace process. 
There is an agreement that the 
United States is unable to play 
the role of an honest broker in 
mediating between the Arabs 
and Israel. 

think the Arabs who 


I 


joined the peace process have 
forgotten the fact that the Euro¬ 
peans are there, and that they 
are closer to our causes as a 
result of the historical relations 
and history," said Dr Hussni AJ 
Shiyab, a political science pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Jor¬ 
dan. "Europeans feel that their 
interests and role are being 
marginalized hy the Americans 
and now they decided it was 
high lime to’ rise up and to 
defend their interests. This is 
what Chirac’s visit to the 
region means." 

A1 Shinb said (he Europeans 
arc trying to become a political 
as well as an economic power 
in a unipolar world. They no 
longer accept to pawn their 
political will to the Americans, 
he said. 

He and others believe that 
this is the time for the Arabs to 
support Europe's political cam¬ 
paign and find a place for 
Europe in the region. 

The Europeans are ignored 


by the Americans when it 
comes to the Middle East.” 
said Dr Ghassan A1 Jundi, pro¬ 
fessor of international law in 
the Institute or Diplomacy. 
“The Europeans are looking for 
a major role to play in our 
region, taking into considera¬ 
tion that Europe was excluded 
from the peace process, they 
have long been fighting for a 
role in the process. It is their 
time now." 

But without a strong Arab 
position the Europeans will 
hardly be able to change the 
status quo. argues columnist 
Tarcq Masnrwa. "The European 
stand has considerable size and 
strength if there was an Arab 
strong stand," he said. “As long 
as the Arab stand is handled by 
the United States, it is a waste 
of time to create a strong Euro¬ 
pean role in the region." 

Such an Arab stand is a pre¬ 
requisite for a successful Euro¬ 
pean entry into the region. "It is 
impossible for the Europeans to 
y-gsaia 


create a confrontation with the 
Americans for the sake of Arab 
causes, while the Arabs them¬ 
selves arc surrendering their 
rights.” Masarwa said. 

The general mood in Jordan 
is that the US can not continue 
to treat the Europeans as strang¬ 
ers to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and it cun nut continue to push 
them aside. 

"At one point, just as France 
is doing now, the Europeans 
might decide to stand up to the 
American position. All what is 
needed from Arab leaders is a 
decisive stand." said Mr Labib 
Kamhawj. another political 
commentator. "Europe has 
more legitimate interest in the 
Middle East than the US. 
because we are the back door of 
Europe, wc arc southern 
Europe. And we are the histori¬ 
cal traditional partners of the 
Europeans." he said 

France believes the climate is 
convenient for France and 
Europe to play an actrtc role in 
the area, said Mr Bajolet. "We 
intend to have a role, this is not 
restricted to the present time, 
hut because we arc linked to 
this area. Everything which 
affects the region affects us 
too." the ambassador said. ■ 


By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Times- Washington Posi 
Sews Service 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israeli and Palestinian negotia¬ 
tors appeared closer than .ever 
to reaching an agreement over 
redeploying Israeli troops in 
Hebron late Wednesday, but 
both said there were still some 
points which remained 
unresolved. 

News of progress came 24 
hours after a US envoy who 
had announced that he planned 
to leave the Middle East 
decided instead to delay his 
departure and resumed broker¬ 
ing peace talks into the early 
hours Tuesday. 

Both Israeli and Palestinian 
officials said progress in the 
delicate discussions about an 
Israeli redeployment from the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
brought US peace envoy Den¬ 
nis Ross back from the airport 
to sit down again at the nego¬ 
tiating table. 

But there were conflicting 
reports late Tuesday on 
whether the two sides were 
close to reaching an accord on 
Hebron, the last and most sen¬ 
sitive of seven West Bank cit¬ 
ies due to be turned over to 
Palestinian control under a 
1995 agreement. 

"It’s close to an end. ft’s not 
yet finished." Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
told reporters Tuesday. "I hope 
it will end quickly." 

A top Palestinian official, 
however, described Tuesday’s 
progress as limited. “I would 
agree there’s been some move¬ 
ment but I think there’s also 
some exaggeration there," said 
Mar wan Kanafani, an adviser 
to Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

US officials said Ross was 
en route to the airport shortly 
before midnight Monday when 
he took a call on his cellular 
telephone that progress had 
been made by the joint com- 



Arafat and Ross discuss the peace process in Gaza 


minee discussing civilian 
issues, the planning and zoning 
rules that will be put in place 
once the Israelis complete a 
partial withdrawal from the ' 
city. 

"We delayed our departure 
last night because we were in 
the middle of the most promis¬ 
ing discussions to date on the 
issue of civil affairs,” Ross said 
in a statement. He was sent to 
the region by President Clinton 
after a recent upsurge in vio¬ 
lence claimed more than 75 
lives and left hundreds of other 
people injured.. . r 

Israeli and US officials said 
the negotiations had produced a 
draft agreement on the civil 
issues, which the two leaders 
and their aides were said to be 
examining Tuesday night. 

A parallel round of discus¬ 
sions on security issues 
appeared to be on rockier ter¬ 
rain. Palestinian negotiators 
walked out at one point, with 
one official reportedly describ-.. 
ing the attitude of Israeli dele¬ 
gates as that of “occupiers 
toward the occupied." 

Israeli officials said the Pal¬ 
estinians seemed to be stalling, 
hoping to put off an overall 
agreement on Hebron until 
after the US presidential elec¬ 


tions. apparently in the belief 
that more pressure might then 
be brought to bear on Israel. 

The security talks resumed 
late Tuesday night. 

Kanafani said the Palestin¬ 
ians appreciated the efforts of 
Ross and other US mediators 
but said the matters resolved so 
far represented only a few of 
the outstanding issues. "The 
civilian side, it’s maybe IU per¬ 
cent of the whole agreement." 
Kanafani said. "And we’re 
maybe 50 percent of the way 
on that 10 percent." 

Other issues. Palestinian offi¬ 
cials have said, include expan¬ 
sion of Jewish settlements, the 
release of Palestinian prisoners 
and the question of safe pas¬ 
sage between Palestinian-ruled 
areas in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The need for progress in the 
peace talks was underscored on 
the West Bank with reports of 
violence Tuesday and Israel’s 
decision to close its borders 
with Gaza Strip on Wednesday 
for tear of reprisals attacks to 
mark the anniversary of the 
killing of Fathi Shiqaqi. ^ 
leader of Islamic Jihad, who 
was gunned down in Malta a 
year ago. ■ 


By Hugh Pope 

LA Times- Washinglcn Post 
News Sen'ice 

ISTANBUL—In Lebanon. a busy 
government dreams of regaining the 
country’s prewar status as commercial hub 
of the eastern Mediterranean. But ordinary 
Lebanese still can wait years to get a 
telephone Line. 

Peace hopes in the Middle East have 
raised Jordan’s ambitions to become a 
regional crossroads. Bui while its ministries 
buzz with projects. Amman was able to 
invest an average of just $1.50 per capita in 
telecommunications last year. 

Even in Morocco, stable 
and growing steadily at last, 
to kingdom produces just 
raic-fifth of the electricity of 
similar developing countries 
worldwide, 

‘Throughout the region, 
governments have now 
decided to catch up,” said 
KemaJ Dervis, the World 
Bank’s vice president for the Middle East 
and North Africa. “But (economic) grow;* 
rates most double. If they continue with 
business as usual, in 15 years’ time 
everybody will be in the same place they are 
today." 

• • Dervis delivered his warning last week in 
a speech to an Istanbul conference on how to 
finance the region’s infrastructure. 


Arabs urged to go back to the future 



Wor 

Report 


To judge by the response, Arab states are 
beginning to realize the scale of the 
economic reforms they must implement, but 
they are still battling to digest the loss of 
political power that liberalization entails. 

At least the World Bank has proved that, 
for the past decade, the poorer countries of 
Ihc Middle East and Nath Africa have lost 
the race to create an infrastructure in which 
their people can make 
themselves ‘ healthy and 
wealthy. 

National income in eight 
developing Arab slates 
helped by the World Bank 
actually dropped from 
$1320 per person in 1980 to 
$1300 per person in 1995, a 
level about one-twentieth of 
that in the United States. 

The image of the rich Arab sheikh is also 
out of date as the wealthier states of the 
region have found low oil prices and 
wasteful use of utilities burning bigger and 
bigger holes in their budgets. 

Both the rich and poor of the Arab world s 
280 million people are suffering from two 
legacies: that of the 1960s, in which Arab 
nations celebrated full independence by 


nationalizing everything in sight according to 
the central planning beliefs of the time, and 
that of the 1970s, when the quadrupling of 
oil prices meant they could afford iL 

In the cold light of the 1990s. hud habits 
formed in the heyday of easy money have 
turned into a developmental curse. They 
have spawned armed conflicts 
over-cc ruralized governments, inefficient 
slate-run industries, dependent-minded 
populations and jealous, corrupt 
bureaucracies. 

"Social organizations, like man, must 
evolve or perish." Abdckitil Hamad, 
chairman of the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development, warned regional 
planners and financiers at the conlcrence. "I 
wonder, in the presence of government 
representatives here, whether they have the 
capacity to evolve as birds or perish as 
dinosaurs." 

Arab ministers who spoke after the 
tough-talking Kuwaiti banker seemed to 
have taken the reform message to heart. The 
only way out of their development 
bottleneck, they agreed, is to embrace market 
forces and clear the way for private 
investment in basic infrastructure such as 
power, telecommunications, transportation. 


water and sanitation. 

"There is a change of awareness. The 
private sector is now already Che majority in 
production and investment.” said Nawal 
Tatawi. Egypt’s economy minister. "In facL 
if you look at Egyptian history, 
nationalization is only a very brief 
phenomenon." 

This new spirit has raised some hopes at 
the World Bank about the fate of the seven 
poorer Middle East and North African 
countries it deals with directly—Algeria. 
Egypt. Jordan. Lebanon. Morocco. Tunisia 
and Yemen—as well as the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

"In some places. 1996 has been a year of 
substantial growth. It may be a turning 
point." Dervis said 

The turnaround may be as slow as a 
supertanker changing course. Arab 
governments long have used threats such as 
political instability, Islamic radicalism and 
the Arab-lsrueli conflict as excuses for 
authoritarian control. 

To help shake the poorer states awake, the 
World Bank has made some disturbing 
calculations 

The fact that Arab populations are still 
growing at a rate of 2.5 percent means that. 


■after 15 more years of their current 3 percent 
economic growth, they still will be stuck in 
2010 with an income virtually unchanged at 
SI 300 per head. 

The warnings are there for all to see. 
Conference delegates said the bloody civil 
war in Algeria was perhaps less a product of 
Islamic ideology than of a regime that failed 
to deal with growing poverty, ballooning 
population growth, a state-controlled 
economy and a corrupt elite that refused to 
share the benefits . of the country’s 
considerable petrochemical wealth. 

Fears of instability, immigrants and 
refugees also have prompted action From the 
European Union, which sponsored most of 
the Istanbul conference. 

The rich EU member nations already have 
pumped the equivalent of $1.1 billion into 
plans and projects to develop run-down or 
nonexistent infrastructure in its southern 
neighbors. Many consider infrastructure 
investment to be the wheels, if not the 
engine, for spurring economic growth. 

The poorer slates that qualify for World 
Bank lending can supply less than half the 
annual SIO billion needed for new 
infrastructure investment. 

The World Bank calculates that it can 


supply only one-sixth more. Thai leaves a 
financing gap of more than S4 billion u year, 
and the only possible source is the private 
sector. 

The poorer Arab countries have created 
such unfriendly investment climates that they 
are currently attracting just I percent of the 
estimated $60 billion of private money being 
invested each year in infrastructure projects 
worldwide. 

To get around the problem, the World 
Bank is offering to try to bridge the 
credibility gap. It has long performed this 
• role in the-bond markets, borrowing bn the 
strength of its premium rating and lending 
the money to the developing world at a 
marginal markup. 

Arab governments, however, must be. 
ready to meet the bank halfway in 
developing better ’ legal frameworks and 
foreign exchange management, according to 
Nemat Shafik, one of'the bank's regional 
managers. Only then will the World Bank 
insure private investors against any risks 
beyond the norma! commercial ones. 

It’s an idealistic vision that so far has had 
only a dozen takers around the world. 

“I don’t think there are any individuals in 
America ready to invest in the Middle East... 
except if there are special reasons, like they 
come from the region." said Gregory 
Hshbcin. a conference participant from 
Mercer Management in Boston. "It's too big. 
long-term and complicated,” ■ 
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Amnah Bint Al Wahab school 


A social role to overcome poverty and 

maintain pupils’ success 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

RUSSEIFEH— With more lhan 50 percent 
of Jordanians enrolled in schools and col¬ 
leges. our children are seen as the "wealth" 
and “hope" for the future. 

During the first five years of his life, the 
child is totally dependent on the family 
unit; particularly, on the mother. As the 
child reaches school age; his upbringing 
becomes shared with the teacher. Schools 
should be seen as the source of pride 
because they help socialize children into 
becoming respectable members of society. 
One school is trying to fulfil its mission in 
spite of financial and social challenges. 
Amnah Bint Al Wahab School in Russai- 
fah is coping with the rapid changes and is 
expanding its role role in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Pressure on the school started after the 
Gulf War in 1990. Because of the return¬ 
ees with young children, they had to intro¬ 
duce a two-shift system. A group of pupils 
attended the school's morning shift until 
noon and the other from 12 am until 5 pm. 
The girls school teaches students up till the 
eighth grade. . . 

Speaking on the administration's perfor¬ 
mance in managing to control the 12- 
dunum school, the headmistress of one 
shift Mrs Hayat Al Meimi said that “the 
beginning was difficult and we faced prob¬ 
lems. but through cooperation and coordi¬ 
nation with my colleague, the second shift 
headmistress. I think we've achieved 
noticeable success. 

“After the Gulf war. our school was able 
to accommodate an additional 700 pupils. 
Now there are 2400 girls, and 130 boys in 
the elementary grades. 

Additional students led to overcrowding 
in classrooms, some of which had as much 
as 45 pupils. The headmistress says that 
this is stressful, both for students and 
teachers." 

The second shift is a problem because 
the children finish at five o'clock. ‘This is 
difficult for students especially during win¬ 
ter because it gets dark earlier," Mrs Al 


Meimi says. This is why “we change shifts 
for pupils on a monthly basis." 

However, the crowding is extenuated 
yearly because Amnah Bint Al Wahab is 
the only girls school for other neighbor¬ 
hoods in Russeifeh. a city of 100,000 
inhabitants. These include Al Qadisiyah. 
Al Rasheed and Al Jabal Al Shamali. 

With no buses provided, some students 
walk for no less than five kilometers to get t 
'to school from to their homes. Oh rainy ' 
days this journey is made more difficult 
and dangerous. 

Mrs Shahiyah Hyassat. the headmistress 
of the second shift, points to the problem 
of late arrivals. Because of the distance 
some‘pupils arrive just when the second 
-period is about ro begin. 

However, despite problems, the teachers 
are managing to .put on a brave face. In a 
low-income area, the school has come to 
play an important social role. Although 
fees are minimal—two to three dinars per 
year—some families are' unable to pay- 
such a sum. 

Some of these families are not even able 
to provide their children with the most 
basic needs such as pens, pencils and copy¬ 
books. Others are so poor‘dial they can’t 
afford to give their children the five piast¬ 
ers needed to buy a sandwich. 

“Many families in our area are poverty- 
’ stricken. Their financial problems have 
their toll. They can't comprehend that their 
children must arrive to school on time and 
that they must attend regularly to be able 
to succeed in their subjects." Mrs Hyassat 
says. 

The school does its best to help these 
pupils overcome such difficulties. ‘The 
fees we get are mostly allocated to cover 
the expenses required by the school espe¬ 
cially equipment needed for laboratories, 
theater, school garden, cultural activities, 
library and first aid materials." Mrs Hyasat 
adds. 

“The rest of these fees together with 
what we call Al Qirsh Al Khayri (the char¬ 
ity piaster), that is collected by voluntary 
donation, are given to the poor children to 
assist their families." Mrs Haysat says. The 


educational councillor makes an assess¬ 
ment of the most needy children and then 
makes a report to the school's administra¬ 
tion. “Funds are then distributed on that 
basis." the headmistress adds. 

Teachers also-take an active participa¬ 
tion in the charity fund. It is they who buy- 
such things as school uniforms, and sta¬ 
tionary which thfey distribute to the chil¬ 
dren. Cash aid is also given. 

"Al Qirsh Al 'Khayri is actually' dona¬ 
tions from pupils to pupils." Mrs Haysat 
says. 

But that is not all. During Ramadan and 
in the Eid festivities, the school asks pupils 
to bring food and clothes for those in need, 
and a committee is formed of pupils, teach¬ 
ers and the councillor to distribute these. 
Mrs Hayat says. The school also organizes 
a free medical treatment day for the people 
who live nearby. 

Through these activities the school has 
established a strong relationship with the 
community. This is also helped by the fact 
dial the administration organizes a parent- 
teachers meeting once a month. The par¬ 
ents. particularly mothers are invited to 
discuss the progress of their children with 
the teachers. “The teachers use such meet¬ 
ings as an opportunity to know more about 
the pupils." Mrs Hyassat adds. 

But even here it is difficult to get par¬ 
ents to come. “Only mothers with clever 
pupils come regularly and ask about their 
daughters, she points oul “We want other 
mothers to come and cooperate with us." 

The school also organizes pi ays, games . 
and picnics. The Amnah Bint Al Wahab 
school won major prizes in theater produc¬ 
tions, gardening and chess. The school par¬ 
ticipates in national celebrations such as 
Independence Day and in environmental 
activities. 

But there are other problems concerning 
pupils. Based on studies conducted by the 
school, the educational councillor says that 
pupils suffer from poor health, especially 
those in the primary stages. 

Because of neglect, their families are 
usually not aware of such problems. "They 
should come to us and make us aware of 
these problems right from the start." the 



One of the many celebrations held in the school 


councillor who didn't want her name men¬ 
tioned says. Many physical complaints are 
the result of malnutrition that could lead to 
difficult breathing and a rapid heart pulse. 
‘.This could be very serious." the coun¬ 
cilor adds. 

"I conduct studies on the pupils to see 
how they feel about their fathers, mothers, 
brothers and sisters. Every pupil has a file 
on his family background, and its finan¬ 
cial situation." she continues. It is impor¬ 
tant to draw an accurate assessment of his 
behavior at school, the councillor points 
OUL 

"We have to know who is caring for the 
pupil, is it the mother, father, both. We 
have cases where the children are living 
with their grandparents because the mother 
is divorced." 

Bad habits such as lying and steeling are 
noticeable among pupils. "I think that the 
root causes of these lie in the family. If the 
child is told to tell the truth, and finds that 
his father or mother are lying, he will lose 


faith and starts to lie," the councilor says. 

The atmosphere of the home is always 
reflected into the classroom. Parental prob¬ 
lems leave their marks on the pupils. “The 
attention of the pupils is diverted and con¬ 
sequently they don't perform well in 
school and many don’t pass their exams." 
the councilor says. "What is worrying, 
they keep the problems to themselves and 
won’t tell anyone.” 

Aggressive behavior in school is also 
partly related to the economic deprivation. 
This is coupled with the fact that many of 
the parents have either lower school certifi¬ 
cates or are illiterates. With the majority 
coming from large families up to 10 chil¬ 
dren and living in one or two bedroom 
flats, pupils are lucky enough if they 
receive some attention let alone the proper 
care they need. 

However, the councilor warns that “if we 
fail to establish a strong relationship with 
these parents. I'm sure that the victims wiD 
only be their children who are our pupils.” ■ 
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Books 

• Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and W. 
H. Bartlett for sale. Views of 
Jerusalem, The Holy Land and 
Petra. Please call 664805. 

Job Finder 

• An American citizen, mar¬ 
ried to a Jordanian, seeks a posi¬ 
tion suiting her qualifications. 
Holding a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science/ 
International Relations with a 
focus on the Middle East. Have 
worked in a law office in the 
US as a legal secretary, and at a 
social service agency helping 
with immigration cases, politi¬ 
cal asylum cases. Please contact 
Carrie E. Tahtamouni at email; 
Corey.W.NashI <§'te.umiLedu 


Chirac gets chilly reception 


Continued from page 1 

a trip to reassert a French and 
European role in the Middle 
East peace process, declared the 
incident closed shortly after¬ 
ward. Bui French diplomats 
here echoed his earlier state¬ 
ments that the security precau¬ 
tions were a deliberate provoca¬ 
tion. a physical reminder to 
Arabs in East Jerusalem that 
Israel still considers the sector 
its territory. 

Chirac's threat to leave town 
might have tempted Israeli offi¬ 
cials. Like the United States, 
they regard his effort to inject 
France and Europe into the 
Middle East peace negotiations 
as meddlesome and out of 
bounds—and intolerable were 
Israel’s friends not in such short 
supply. 

Chirac, who was given a 
hero’s welcome in Syria where 


his tour began, declared Middle 
East peace in danger on Satur¬ 
day and said Europe must join 
Washington in sponsoring 
Arab-Israeli negotiations, con¬ 
tributing proposals and not just 
money. 

In a decidedly activist foreign 
policy since taking office last 
year. Chirac has sought to pro¬ 
ject a French, and more gener¬ 
ally a European, sphere of influ¬ 
ence in the region—part of a 
broad “Mediterranean’’ agenda. 

He insisted Tuesday that 
“Europe cannot be comenjt to be 
the chief provider of funds and 
the leading trading partner of 
the Middle East” without a 
larger political role in the peace 
process—"cosponsorship," as 
Chirac calls iL 

“The United States is playing 
3 very important role as facilita¬ 
tor ... and 1 don't think at this 
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time in such sensitive negotia¬ 
tions it would be wise to intro¬ 
duce another interlocutor." 
Netanyahu told reporters one 
day before Chirac arrived. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said in an ill- 
concealed dismissal that Euro¬ 
peans have a useful role to play 
“on the sidelines... by encourag¬ 
ing the peace process on the 
economic IeveL” 

France has sought to stress its 
even-handedness as a potential 
broker, but its markedly more 
cordial relations with Arab 
countries across the region, its 
economic interests in the Mid¬ 
dle East, and Chirac’s close rela¬ 
tions with Arafat have dimin¬ 
ished its credibility, at least in 
Israel and in the United States. 

Israel and France jousted over 
details, of....Chirac’s itinerary, 
many apparently calculated to 
demonstrate French support for 
die Palestinians. 

For example. Israel took 
offense at Chirac's plan to 
address the elected Palestinian 
Council but not Israel’s parlia¬ 
ment—he later adjusted his - 
schedule to include a stop at the 
Israeli Knesset—and the brevity 
of his intended visit to the West¬ 
ern Wall, Judaism’s holiest site, 
which Chirac then extended 
from five minutes to 15. 

One Israeli official, speaking 
anonymously, said, “On the one 


hand France would like to be a 
mediator and a facilitator. On 
the other hand it takes a strong 
Arab position.” 

At a speech at Technion Uni¬ 
versity in Haifa today, Chirac 
made no secret of that. He said 
' that “only a recognized Pales- 
■ tinian state"— which Netan¬ 
yahu has vowed to prevent— 
could “provide Israel with a true 
partner." He also championed a 
major concession Netanyahu 
has ruled out: return of the 
Golan Heights, occupied by 
Israel since its capture in 1967. 
to Syria. 

A French diplomatic source, 
speaking anonymously, 

shrugged off Chirac's chilly 
reception. “When there’s more 
trouble in the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries, (the United States and 
Israel) will need us. It won't be 
a question of being invited to 
participate," he said. 

In recent days France and 
Italy have reiterated their desire 
.to see an expanded European 
role in the peace process, Rest-, 
dent Mubarak, President Assad 
and Palestinian leader Arafat ali 
showed interest in using the 
Europeans ' as interlocutors. 
Such calls coincided with 
reports of a yet another break 
down in Palestinian-lsraeli 
negotiations on redeployment in 
Hebron. The talks, mediated by 
special US envoy Dennis Ross, 
resumed on Wednesday. M 


Cyprus Airways awards 
Jordanian travel agents 



CYPRUS AIRWAYS held a reception on 22 October, at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, to award the top 10 travel agents in Jordan 
for recording the highest Cyprus Airways ticket sales. The agents 
were presented with certificates of appreciation. 

The regional director of Cyprus Airways in Jordan. Mr Awni 
.Maddhaein pointed the bridges of cooperation between Cyprus Air¬ 
ways and the travel and tourism agents in Jordan. • \ . 

The regional director for the Gulf and the Middle East, Mr Stav- 
ros Kebriganda and the board member of Cyprus Airways. Doros 
Gropelos said how pleased they were to meet the travel and tour¬ 
ism agents in Jordan. 

Next year. Cyrpus Airways will celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
Travel agents being awarded are: Al Thiqa (Trust) for Travel and 
Tourism. Modem Tours. Al Rahal, Beit Al Maqdes. Dakak. Al 
Quds Universal. Atlas. Golden Jubilee, and Pan Pacific ■ 
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Every Tuesday night from 7 - 11.00 pm. The Forte 
Grand will bring to your table the 
real soul of France, in a culinary 
^Tour de France adventure. 
I l For reservation please call 696511 

J exL 6045 - 6313. 






P.O.Box 950629 Amiran 11130 Jordan Td 962 6 696511 Fax 962 6 674261 


Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca Street 
Tel. 828163 - 821656 


Forte Grand and Lc Mfajdjgn Hotels & Resorts in the Middle East 
Other properties in your area indude Le Mferidien Damascus, Le Meridien Lanakia. 
Le Mtridiec Heliopolis, Le Mfiridien Cairo & Forte Grand Pyramids 

Travel companion of Air France 
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Hooliganism 

invades 

sports 

RIOTS AT football 
matches have become 
more frequent recently— 
and they are not a' local 
phenomenon. Sometimes 
■ such riots turn bloody 
claiming innocent lives. 
But for Jordanians this 
week’s riot, which took 
place after the conclusion 
of a football match 
between two local teams 
in Amman, was unlike any 
other. 

Supporters of both 
teams were prepared for a 
confrontation right from 
the very beginning and no 
sooner that the match 
ended than hooligans 
began hurling stones and 
other missiles at each oth¬ 
ers. As spectators left the 
stadium, confusion took 
place and hooligans began 
destroying everything . in 
their way. cars, buses, 
public and private prop¬ 
erty. Drivers and pedestri¬ 
ans were caught in the 
middle. 

But what made this lat¬ 
est riot stand out is that 
supporters of both teams 
seemed to use new attack 
tactics, cursing dead 
national figures and elicit¬ 
ing feelings of hatred and 
bigotry between citizens 
of the same country. 

Politicians and com¬ 
mentators warned that 
national unity was the 
main target and not only 
public property. The hooli¬ 
gans tried to play on senti¬ 
ments by dividing the sup¬ 
porters into Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, most of 
whom back Al Wehdai 
team, and East Jordanians : 
who support Al Faisal i. 
Anyone who underesti¬ 
mates the. meaning of such 
innuendoes is either ignor¬ 
ant or living on another 
.planet. ■ ■ 

The sad fact is that such 
divisions * are being 
stamped in the minds of 
Jordanians today. Cup 
finals between Al Wehdat 
and Al Faisali, now sym¬ 
bolize classic competition 
between Jordanians and 
Palestinians. At one stage 
more than eight years ago. 
the government tried to 
bury the problem alive by 
renaming Al Wehdat Club 
as Al Dafatain or two 
banks [representing the 
two banks of the River 
Jordan]. Al .last week's, 
match. East Jordanian sup¬ 
porters provoked the other 
side by shouting slogans 
in favor of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu and insulting the Pal¬ 
estinian leadership and 
assassinated Palestinian 
hero Yahya Ayash, while 
their opponents responded 
by • insulting Jordanian 
figures. 

Turning a blind eye to 
this affront to all Jordani- 
_ans regardless of their ori¬ 
gin is catastrophic to say 
the least Political figures 
have a responsibility in 
addressing this dangerous 
phenomenon. .Tfiis is an 
issue that threatens the 
national fabric of the 
country and we should not 
let few hooligans take the 
initiative into their own 
hands. 

The Ministry of Youth 
and both Faisali and Weh¬ 
dat clubs should work 
together to find a common 
ground to convince their 
supporters that they are 
members ' of a civil 
society. 

Economic and social 
inequities can drive the 
disenchanted youth to vent 
their anger and frustration 
at what they see as sym¬ 
bols of of such inequities, 
private property such as 
cars and shops. Such acts 
underline the yawning 
gaps between different 
members of society. 

The treatment is not 
limited to better prepara¬ 
tion and to vigilance, nor 
is it confined 10 punishing 
those who incite the public 
and cause disorders. We 
must study this phenome¬ 
non and look into its deep- 
seated causes. Hooligans 
are young and irresponsi¬ 
ble people who are driven 
by confused feelings and 
suppressed anger. Society 
must address these causes 
because hooligans can eas¬ 
ily turn into criminals. ■ 

Raed Al Abed 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 
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Royal pardon En offing 

■ A Royal pardon on His Majesty the King’s birthday on 
14 November is imminent. A number of those in prison as 
well as chose held in administrative detention will be set 
free. However, it is understood that this time the Royal 
pardon would be limited but might just include Leith 
Shbeilat. 

Bread decrease, not until next year 

■ It seems that wc now- have to wait for the two piasters 
decrease in the price of 

bread till the beginning of 
next year according to Min- i 
ister of Supply, Mr Munir 
Sobar. We thought that the 
decrease would be immedi¬ 
ate. but nevermind. At least 
now, we know that the low¬ 
ering of prices, no matter 
how small it is will defin- j 
illy take place. 

The government has 
bought 150,000 tons of 
wheat at about 5164 per 
ton. The government says 
that the price decrease will e 
be by about 25 percent, Lhat * obar 
is on amazing 2.5 piasters. 

Football hooliganism: The order of the 
day 

■ Foocable hooliganism is a growing phenomenon in 
Jordan. Last week's match between Al Wihdat and Al Fai- 
sali at the Amman International Staduim was a match to 
remember. Holiganism began at the outset of the game. 
Supporters of both teams, who were seperaied by a metal 
fence, were already geared up. With about 30.000 in alien* 
dance, the fans really got hot under the collar. 

The event deteriorated into a slinging match between 
the two sides with cursing and political inenudos being 
hurled at each other. Luckily, however, the police acted 
calmly and kept the crowds under control with a 1:0 win 
for Al FaisaJi. However, the real trouble started after the 
match, with young teenagers wrecking havoc to the shops 
inside the Sports City and outside.' 

Young teenagers could be seen throwing bottles at cars, 
buses and shop windows. All in all 24 buses were dam¬ 
aged. The total cost is estimated at JD 35,000. The foota- 
ble roil created a national outrage and the Prime Minister, 
Mr Abdel Karim Al Kabarili later inspected the grounds. 
He described the rotters as irresponsible and lacked 
sportsmanship. 

Witnesses said that broken glass could be seen all the 
way up to the Regency Hotel the roits that occurred last 
Friday. The Minister of Youth, Mohammad Daoudieh 
said these youths are known to the police and they will 
have to pay for the damages that they have caused. 

Missing boys found in Syria 

■ The three children lhat have gone missing from their 
homes two weeks ago. were found sound and well. They 
said that they have crossed the Syrian border for a bit of 
fun. A major search was conducted by the police since 
they were reported missing and no doubt that they are 
now gening a good hiding from their parents. It was 
thanks to the Syrian authorities which handed them back 
to the authorities in this country. Ii is understood that the 
boys were held in custody since 3rd October. 

Rifle, shooting: It was bound to happen 

I This week we have another shooting story. This lime it 
is in sunny Tufieleh. A man and his wife were shot after a 
family argument. But this quickly turned into 3 fierce bat¬ 
tle. Luckily, their son and daughter escaped the shooting 
only with minor injuries. However five other people, 
among them a policeman, who were not connected to the 
brawl, were also injured and had to be taken to hospital in 
Tafieleh. The moral of the story as we always keep saying 
is keep away from guns. 

Austrian delegation In Amman 

■ An Austrian parliamentary delegation headed by the 
President of the Austrian National Assembly, Dr Heinz 
Fischer, are currently visiting Amman. They are here on 
the invitation of Lower House Speaker. Mr Saad Hayel Al 
Srour. The delegation is on a three-day visit that will end 
on 25 October. They are meeting members from both 
houses of Parliamcnu 

Another march denied 

R Jordanians should noL express their wishes even if they 
are peaceful. This is what we understand from the latest 
action by the Governor of Amman Talaa'ai Al Nawaiseh. 
He informed the opposition parties that they may not have 
permission to march from Parliament to the Prime Minis¬ 
try. Although the march which was to be held Tuesday 
under the banner -of "In defence of Jerusalem was to be 
peaceful and not limited to opposition party members, Mr 
Al Nawaiseh felt that "the situation did not allow any 
march from taking place.” This might be an indication of 
what lies ahead. The Islamic Action Front is thinking of 
holding a demonstration outside the American embassy in 
support of Abu Marzouq. The courts in the US have just 
agreed for the second time to hand Abu Marzouq to the 
Israeli authorities. 

Problems already? 

■ Saw/ Al Arab , that effervescent new weekly is to stop 
publications after only three issues. No, money does not 
seen to be the issue in this case, but a question of rapport. 
The partners now find that they don't seem to be getting 
well with each other. At the heart of the problem is Yosel 
Abu Baler, a partner and the secretary-general of Dua (the 
Islamic-Christian political movement). Apparently, he 
started to write a fall length page in the newspaper on pie 
opinions of his party. He also made statements suggesting 
that Sawt Al Arab is a political party newspaper. The 
problems got worse when the newspaper suddenly moved 
its offices to Wasfi Al Tal Street. According to Al Sabcel 

there are at least six reporters who are Dua members tha 

write for the newspaper. 
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# Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al Kabarili with the Minister »f Youth Mohammad Daoudieh inspecting damages in Al 
Hussein Sports City, Saturday, one day after riots broke out at the end of the Al Wihdat-Faisali football match. 

(See Jordan Week and Jordanian Papers). 

Banana producers are up 
in arms about their plight 


By Rued Al Abed 

Star Siajf Writer 

SOUTH SHOUNA. Jordan 
Valley—The government's 
agricultural policy seems to be 
down in the doldrums. Despite 
initial promises lhat the for¬ 
tunes of agriculture would take 
an upward turn, farmers are 
becoming increasingly disillu¬ 
sioned with government 
promises. 

It now seems that the 
farmer's hard labor is suddenly 
turning into a nightmare. This 
time it is not only local compe¬ 
tition and the government’s 
unstable marketing policy, it is 
the outside competitor. 

Since the government 
flooded the market with 
imparted bananas, local pro¬ 
ducers have been directly 
affected. 

The farmers have become 
victims with imported bananas 
hitting the core of their liveli¬ 
hood as the. fruit was intro¬ 
duced into the marker right at 
the begining when the local 
season was about to stun. 

They see this as a deliberate 
action on the part of the gov¬ 
ernment whose job is to protect 
local production. 

Most fanners shifted from 
tomato growing to banana pro¬ 
duction five years ago. Grow¬ 
ers were burdened with debts 
because of the low price of 
tomatoes. Thus, for many of 
these farmers banana produc¬ 
tion was a way out of their 
accumulated debts. 

Unlike other agricultural pro¬ 
duce, banana production yeilds 
high profits. 

"About 16,000 dunums are 
planted with banana in the 
country, the total production 
cost is estimated at JD 20 mil¬ 
lion.” said Mamdouh Al 
Adwan, chairman of the Jordan 
Valley Fanners Association 
(JVFA). 

“It would be catastrophic for 
local producers, if imported 
bananas continue to flood the 
market. It is killing farmers in 
the country.'’ He added, “as far 
as banana is concerned, we are 
self-sufficient. The government 
has to slop importing." 

The imported banana is forc¬ 
ing Jordanian farmers to sell at 
a 50 percent loss. Local banana 
prices were JD 600 per ton. As 
the newcomers came on the 
market, local farmers were 
forced to sell each ton ai 
between JD 300 to JD 350, that 
is 65 percent less than interna¬ 
tional prices. 
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Tudav one kilo-- 

grain ot local h.ina- j 
nas costs about 4UU ; 
tils, while a kilo of j 
imported bananas sell 
for SIX) fils. 

"Why did they j .. 
allow imported bait a- i§. " 
nas in the country. Hr?' 
while our products 
cuuld meet nil the / 
needs of the local 
markets and wc could 
even export,” asks 
Fou/.an Abdel 

Humccd. 

He has been plant¬ 
ing his 20-dunum 
field with bananas for 
the past five years. 

“It is a grave injus- #' 

tiec against us. We 
lost a lot when wc % 
planted tomatoes, the * 
government did not 
protect us like the 
rest of the countries,” 
he says. "Now it is ..... j 
destroying us by |Ajf 
importing bananas " rifl 

While the govern- 
ment is claiming lhat 
it is a free market 
and anybody has ihe 
right lo import, farm- Bj-i;' 

ers do not objcci. Bui |r^ 
they say lhat "it is the B 
government's duty to 
create a balance H 
between the local 
product and the 
imported one." says Mamdouh 
Khaiid. a farmer whose family 
plants about 200 dunums, ol 
bananas, supporting 15 other 
families. ’’We have been suffer¬ 
ing since the early !9SUs, we 
will not allow the government 
to burden us with more debts." 

Mr Khaiid says that if such a 
government position continues 
"it is not only the farmer :ind 
agriculture that will be 
affected, but also the mer¬ 
chants. We will not stand 
silent.” 

Merchants buy from the 
farmers green bananas and 
store them in their warehouses 
until they arc ripe. 

Mr Abdel Fatah Qamhawi. a 
merchant, expressed his sad¬ 
ness to see imported banana 
flood the market. "!i is a risky 
business. I am paying JD 300 
to JD 350 per ton. in addition to 
the high cost of transport. In 
the central market we face 
another marketing challenge as 
a result of the over.supply.” he 
says. Consumers seem in go for 
imported bananas although 
they are more expensive. Mr 
Qamhawi adds. 
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Banana production is a 
costly business. A plantation 
will take IS months before it 
starts to yield. 

The banana season is the 
longest starting from October 
to 'May the following year. 
There is no produce in June, 
July and August "If the gov¬ 
ernment wants to rejlly help us 
then it would only import dur¬ 
ing these months.” says Mr 
Khaiid 

However, the government is 
saying that the huge banana 
farms exhaust the country’s 
already poor water resources. 
But farmers do nut agree. 

"If wc have a generous rain¬ 
fall we plant more banana but if 
the rainfall is poor 1 will be 
forced to destroy pan, of my 
banana crop.” Mr Khaiid said, 
shuwing a one month bill of JD 
2UU0 tor electricity used for 
draining water from the fam¬ 
ily’s artesian well. 

Mr Adwan believes that the 
issue of imported bananas is a 
government decision, and has 
nothing to do with any ministry 
in particular. "I talked with the 
Ministries ol Trade, Supply and 


Agriculture. They all tell me 
that they are not involved in 
this issue." 

Mr Adwan, who is also 
member of the Jordanian 
Importers Association, pre¬ 
sented suggestions to the gov¬ 
ernment to protect local pro¬ 
duction. He said "imported 
bananas should cease during 
the local production season, 
increasing custom fees is 
another way of providing a 
hedge against competition. 

Efforts to contain the banana 
dilemma are extensive. A fann¬ 
ers delegation headed by Mr 
Sultan Al Adwan visited Par¬ 
liament last week. They met 
with the Upper and Lower 
House Speakers, Mr Ahmad AI 
Lowzi and Saad Hayeel Al 
Srour. Both confirmed their 
deep concern and promised 
they will follow the case with 
the concerned authorities. 

The fanners and the JVFA 
are planing to send a strongly- 
worded statement to the Prime 
Minister, and are seeking to 
meet with His Majesty King 
Hussein. ■ 


A 



Government on tourism: Putting its 
money where its mouth is 

■ More than 1.1 million tourists visited Jordan last year, 
according to Ministry of Tourism reports and the tourism 
sector yielded about S700 million in 1995. These figures are 
set to increase this year and the government is again talking 
about “activating” the role of the private sector in building 
and operating new tourism projects. 

While such statements have been made by other govern¬ 
ments many times before, we have a feeling lhat this time 
they mean what they say. For a very simple reason, the gov¬ 
ernment cannot finance any of the mega projects for tourism 
such as the development of the Dead Sea region. It needs 
private investments. And for foreign and local partners to 
commit, legislative and infrastructural reforms arc post due. 

It is here where the government responsibility lies and for 
it to involve the private sector it must, as the American say¬ 
ing goes, put its money where its mouth is. A number of 
investors have expressed their desire to invest in Dead Sea 
tourism projects, including the building of resorts, health 
farms and luna parks. But they cannot take die risk when the 
area lacks the basic infrastructure such as electricity, sew¬ 
age. roads and water. 

These projects need a lot of money and the Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit, which was held lasr November, was sup¬ 
posed to get the necessary funding from countries and 
regional banks. But political uncertainities and squabbling, 
shortage of funds among olher reasons have made it very 
difficult to translate the ambitious infrastructural projects 
that Jordan proposed during the summit into reality. 

The government is recognizing that tourism is among the 
most reachable "fruits” of Middle East peace. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the setback this sector has suffered lately as a result of 
the crisis in the peace negotiations and agreement imple¬ 
mentation, long-term prospects are indeed lucrative. 

But as the government is looking for international inves¬ 
tors and financiers, it must move swiftly to remove remain¬ 
ing legislative obstacles. It should also adopt concrete steps 
to make the Jordanian private sector a major partner and a 
leader in tourism development. 1116 question is will this 
government collect its efforts and show its determination to 
change traditional views of its role in the tourism sector? 

Talk shows lose sight of their aim 

■ Political talk shows arc not new to Jordan. JTV and 
Radio Jordan have been presenting such programs for years. 
All are tailored along American talk shows—minus the 
zest! The latest to join a line of political talk shows is the 
bilingual Ahdath and Shakhsiat (Events and Personalities) 
presented by Dr Samir Mutaweh every Monday. The show 
hosts journalists and officials who question important fig¬ 
ures, often via satellite, such as former Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Shimon Peres while, as pundits usually do. stating their 
own views and beliefs for the record! But unlike other talk 
shows, this one is a combination of "Meet the Press", ‘This 
Week with David Brinkley”, ”Lany King Live”, ’The 
McLaughlin Group”. "Crossfire” and "Good Morning 
America” put together and all packed into one hour. 

The result is spaghetti journalism! The last thing we need 
today is to send a barrage of sound vibes to on already con¬ 
fused viewer. What the program ends up doing, through its 
eager host who wears too many hats for one show, is to 
leave the viewer wondering about who was being inter¬ 
viewed and who was asking the questions. Pity we don’t 
have program ratings in this country. 

Which brings us to a spreading phenomenon here in Jor¬ 
dan where journalists become the subject of their own sto¬ 
ries—pontificating about this government policy or that 
one. showering praise here and distributing blame there. Not 
that this is unconventional, but it would seem a little dispar¬ 
aging, and sometimes almost condescending, that instead of 
investigating public minds and public issues, journalists are 
gening busy echoing their views and ideas. 

Dr Mutaweh should be congratulated for trying to present 
a quality current affairs program. But great ideas are often 
simple ones. We suggest that he stops pontificating and 
starts asking plain questions in one language only. That 
should make his program a more professional one. 

On-line information 
system for CBJ 

AMMAN (Petral—In order to provide economic informa¬ 
tion for decision makers and private and public sector 
researchers, the National Information Center (NIC) has 
established a collective information system for economic 
information at the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

"CBJ has developed the necessary programs to distribute 
this information through direct contact with computer using 
the same techniques used in calling internet.” according to 
head of NIC Dr Yusef Nuseir. 

Dr Nuseir said tiiar the new system will provide informa¬ 
tion in many fields such as CBJ monthly statistics report, 
information about CBJ. information on general finance and 
monetary system. Jordan’s foreign trade and investments, 
prices and economic studies. 

Dr Nuseir said that establishing the system comes within 
the plans of the center to establish national information sys¬ 
tem lhat connects infromation production and collection 
centers and coordinates their work in order to facilitate the 
job of decision makers and researchers. To receive such 
information a user must have a micro computer, special soft¬ 
ware to rctreive information as is the case with the Internet 
in addition to a phone link and a modem. ■ 







Global(|p 

* *T 7 w { Bitaux Tricon: -^Sprint 



tern 



For more information call 700301 or send a fax 700328 
info@'gorom.jo 
http://www.go com .jo 



































4 THE STAR 


O 


N 


0 


N 


24 OCTOBER 1996 


LURIE’S W^RLD 



To the Emergency Room 


Our Say. . . . 


Welcome Mr Chirac 

NOT EVERY head of state is a statesman and not every statesman is a great leader. 
President Jacques Chirac is both. We say this as we join millions of Jordanians in 
welcoming him to our country as a friend and an ally. In the course of his presiden¬ 
cy, Mr Chirac has proved on more than one occasion that France, as a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council and a major partner in the European Communi¬ 
ty, is a country of noble ideals and lofty principles. 

In his second visit to the Middle East region in less than a year, Mr Chirac is try¬ 
ing to redress the great imbalance that the Middle East peace process has suffered 
from right from the start. By calling for a new European role in the peace process, 
Mr Chirac voices the opinion of many leaders in Europe and the Middle East. 

France and other European countries can contribute immensely to salvage the 
now beleaguered process that finds itself hostage to internal US politics and the ex¬ 
tremist views of the Israeli premier. 

Mr Chirac's call on Israelis to accept the creation of an independent Palestinian 
state is truly an historical event. He knew that his call will not win him many 
friends inside the Israeli political establishment, but he made it anyway. He spoke 
of a just and lasting peace, for both the Israelis and the Palestinians, and called on 
all parties to honor their agreements and commitments. 

Mr Chirac's courage has renewed our hopes in this region. His visit to the liberat¬ 
ed Palestinian territories is an unforgettable gesture of appreciation and recognition 
to the Palestinian people. His walk through the cobbled streets of Old Jerusalem and 
his visit to Muslim and Christian holy places underlines the city’s Arab identity and 
its special role and importance in a final and just peace settlement 

For Israel, Mr Chirac's visit was a grim reminder that the world is no longer 
marching to the Zionist tune. For the Arabs, and the Palestinians in particular, it 
raised hopes that a just and balanced formula for a lasting peace in the Middle East 
could be attainable after all. 

It is only natural that the United States and Israel would rebuff Mr Chirac’s insis¬ 
tence on a more effective European contribution to the Middle East's future. It will 
not be easy to change the rules of political engagement in the region. But Europe 
has a strong case. Whatever happens in the region has a direct bearing on Europe. 
The Europeans cannot be expected to bankroll development projects in the region 
when they have little of nothing to say on its political future. 

But most importantly, Mr Chirac’s statesmanship and great leadership should in¬ 
spire Arab leaders to come out and contribute to the shaping of their own region. 
His calls and efforts, along those of his European partners, will fizzle out if the Ar¬ 
abs stay aloof and shy away from insisting on an expanded role for Europe. They 
too must take a courageous stand M 


Letters to the Editor 


Clearing points of misunderstandings 


To The Editor, 

I am writing to you regarding the article 
"Jordan insists on practical measures to salvage 
peace." (The Star 17-23 October). It is not my 
intention to engage in polemics with the writer 
of this article about his sharp criticism of Israe¬ 
li policies, but merely to correct some of the in¬ 
accurate information included in his article. 

1. The Israeli government did not "open a 
tunnel under Al Aqsa Mosque." The tunnel in 
question does not even lie near Al Aqsa 
Mosque, nor does it run under Al Haram AI 
Sharif. It is located completely outside the 
walls of the Haram. Furthermore. Israel did not 
"open” this tunnel—it has been open to tourists 
for more than eight years. The only change 
made was the opening of an exit to the street at 
the other end of the tunnel. 

2. Israel recognized Jordan's role not out of a 
desire "to create a wedge between the Jordani¬ 
ans and the Palestinians," but in line with its 
commitments under the peace treaty and as a 
matter of common sense. 


3. It is not true that Prime Minister Kabariti 
"refused to meet the Israeli Ambassador.” Even 
in times of disagreements between the two gov¬ 
ernments, channels of communication with the 
Jordanian leadership have always been open, 
courteous and effective. No request for an audi¬ 
ence was ever refused. 

4. It is not true that “Israel delays the imple¬ 
mentation of its trade agreement with Jordan” 
and imposes obstacles on this trade. The trade 
agreements gives a preferential status to Jorda¬ 
nian exporters, granting them customs reduc¬ 
tions ranging between 20 percent to 100 per¬ 
cent, while Israeli goods are given only a 
symbolic reduction of up to 10 percent. This 
agreement is now fully in force. It is true that in 
the course of implementation certain difficul¬ 
ties have emerged, but those are being re¬ 
moved, one by one. by the Joint Trade Commit¬ 
tee which works consistently to facilitate trade 
relations. 

Shimon Shamir 
Israeli Ambassador 
in Amman 
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A view from America 

Too narrow, too 
defensive, too polite? 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US correspondent 

Bravo to Bob Dole! Weil, almost.... In the 
second and last presidential debate on Oc¬ 
tober 16. except for a few insinuations re¬ 
garding the character of Clinton. Dole re¬ 
frained from plunging into the mire which 
nearly all. his advisors are said to have 
urged him to do. When he did slide in 
some comments of personal reference, he 
appeared uncomfortable. And certainly the 
live audience was more interested in do¬ 
mestic and foreign affairs than in alleged 
individual affairs. 

To Clinton's credit, he did not seize the 
tiny pieces of bait that were offered. He 
chose ro ignore the insinuations and re¬ 
main presidential. 

Yet as this is being written, pundits are 
declaring this debate to be as uninspiring 
as the first one on 6 October. But in truth, 
it was rare and refreshing to have two men 
of stature, each of whom is respected re¬ 
gardless of party affiliation, choose to disa¬ 
gree in a civilized manner. 

Which prompts the question, are Ameri¬ 
can voters confusing civility with bore¬ 
dom? For a few years now. the public has 
vigorously criticized the dowo-and-diny 
campaign tactics which have become more 
and more common- .. 

place. So true is this 
that in spite of the 
myriad complaints 
against such tactics, it 
appears that this is 
what the public clam¬ 
ors have. Why else do 
we continue to hear 
the comments that the 
1996 Presidential 
campaign has been so 
very boring? Why 
else are the televised 
debate ratings so 
low? 

One of the most re¬ 
freshing on-going 
scenarios in the vari¬ 
ous nation-wide cam¬ 
paigns of this politi¬ 
cal season has been 
the civilized-to- 
almost-sterile senato¬ 
rial race in Massachu¬ 
setts. Incumbent 
Democratic Senator 
John Kerry and Re¬ 
publican Governor 
Bill Weld are in head- 
to-head combat that, 
to date, has remained 
above the fray and 
muck of what has 


come to be so acceptable. It was uniquely 
pleasing to have one political analyst an¬ 
swer the question as to what would happen 
if Weld launched a personal attack on Ker¬ 
ry with. “Mrs Weld probably would not let 
him back into the house.” Both Kerry and 
Weld are patricians with patrician wives 
and patrician educations. This campaign 
has been widely nored by the press because 
of its tack of nastiness. 

This in itself is frustrating as it is the 
very' thing the public has demanded, yet it 
is the very thing die public dubs "boring.” 
A boring campaign often leads to low voter 
turn-out, though as this is a presidential 
election year, one can hope the percentage 
of registered voters actually' going to the 
voting booths will be relatively substantial. 

I sav "Hats off” to the two Massachu¬ 
setts contenders, whose behavior has been 
admirable. If one or both should stoop to 
mud-slinging between the time this is writ¬ 
ten and the election on 5 November, it will 
be a step away from civility. 

And so we turn again to the presidential 
election. On the morning of 16 October 
and second debate between Clinton and 
Dole, perennial Republican presidential 
wannabe and ultra-rightist Pat Buchanan 
appeared on the NBC Today Show de¬ 
nouncing what he called Dole's first debate 


tactics as being "Too narrow, too defen¬ 
sive. too polite.” Further, he urged Dole to 
attack Clinton on various and sundry is¬ 
sues. Indeed, if the press is to be believed, 
most if not ali of Dole's advisors have told 
him he must become an attack dog for the 
remainder of the campaign. 

Fortunately for his own and our nation's 
dignity. Dole came close to but did not 
heed this advice in the final debate. If he 
chooses to continue the personal, slander¬ 
ous attacks which he began in his speeches 
immediately following the first debate— 
and all indications are he will—then what 
can we expect in the various strata of our 
society regarding "family values" issues, 
most particularly the direct application of 
■practicing what is preached? If our leaders 
not just accept but condone public verbal 
attacks on their rivals, is this not but the 
first step towards physical violence which 
will be manifest both in the home and on 
the streets? 

Do we mean whal we say when we de¬ 
mand an end to the beyond-just-mud- 
slinging campaigns? Evidently not Evi¬ 
dently we unconsciously (if not overtly) en¬ 
joy the blood-'n-mud. 

If we have become a nation of tabloid 
journalism, who is in a position to criticize? 



The last of the Bedu: 

Self in another disguise 


The Last of the Bedu: In 
Search of the Myth, by Mi¬ 
chael Asher, London, Pen¬ 
guin, Viking, pp320 


Reviewed by 
Sarah Weeier 

MICHAEL ASHER has gone 
on a quest for the last of the 
Bedu, "the nomadic Arabs 
who have 

placed such a — 
dramatic pan 
in the history 
of Western 
imagination.” 

The heart of 
his book is a 
camel trek 

undertaken _ 

with a Bedu 
rock-salt col¬ 
lector called Sehni. The pair 
marched 1.000 miles across 
the Western Desen from the 
Mediterranean to Upper Egypt, 
passing through the Great Erg. 
a sand sea more treacherous 
(though smaller) than the 
Empty Quarter. 

It is true, as Asher points 
out, that for centuries the 
desert Arab has haunted the 
Western psyche. He became 
chivalry incarnate, and “all 
that was best about the Bedou¬ 
in the Orientalists believed, 
came to him from his poverty 
and from the utter hardship of 
his life." Western attitudes to 
the Bedu express the eternal 
conflict between the nomad 
and the settler. 

Asher has written about the 
Bedu. and Arabia, before: he is 
something of an expert. He has 
a finely tuned sense of history, 
and is quite gripping on tribal 
genealogies and the tissue of 
half-remembered legends that 
form the origins of race. But 
his text is not a desiccated 
work of scholarship. It is alive 
with emotion, and he is better 
at describing the psychic land¬ 
scape than the sandy one. He 
gets quite Eliotesque about 
time present and time past be¬ 
ing present in time future, and 
enjoys musing about the power 
of the desert on the mind (his 
and everyone else's). I would 
have liked more of this. 

Despite his determination 
not to be in thrall to the men 
who went before him. the 
great Arabists themselves 
emerge as protagonists in his 


BOOK 

REVIEW 


text: Doughty. Lawrence. The¬ 
siger and the other myth- 
makers who have romanticized 
the Bedu as a race which has 
preserved the primeval inno¬ 
cence of mankind. 

Especially. Thesiger, the 
traveller’s Arabist. (Asher’s 
biography of Wilfred Thesiger 
is in print in a Penguin paper¬ 
back). The descriptions of 
camel treks in The Last of the 
Bedu irresistibly invite com¬ 
parison with 
those of 

Thesiger, a 
writer inca¬ 
pable of a 
clumsy 
phrase. It is 
difficult to 
imagine him 
using the 

verts ‘to hun¬ 
ker down’ 
like Asher does, or descending 
to chapter titles like ‘east of 
Aden.’ Thesiger looms over 
this book like an Old Testa¬ 
ment prophet. 

Whereas Thesiger be¬ 
wailed the nascent mod¬ 
ernization and settlement 
of the nomads as a trage¬ 
dy. and some Orientalists 
have condemned the ap¬ 
parent acquiescence of the 
Bedu in their own fate as 
‘betrayal.' Asher isn’t so 
categoric. He sees the 
shift to cultivation and 
cars as another phase in a 
seamless 4.000-ycar-old 
wave of adaptation, and he 
puts his case convincing¬ 
ly. “They too,” he writes 
of the Bedu near the end 
“must have the knowledge 
that there exists the possi¬ 
bility of an alternative 

life.” 

Asher can be extremely 
moving. He says he is 
'thrilled' by the desert, 
and conveys a feeling of 
timelessness that tran¬ 
scends even the sense of 
mortality. He does not 
seek to conceal his own 
private longing for that 
lost Atlantis within us: 
“They [the Bedu] had a 
sense of belonging in this 
unfathomed universe 
which we rational people 
will never know." When 
he senses an imaginary 
presence among the shift¬ 
ing dunes, it makes him 
think of the hooded brown 
figure who stalks The 


Waste Land. It is a more appo¬ 
site reference than Asher ima¬ 
gines. as Eliot's lines were in¬ 
spired by Ernest Shackleton as 
he trekked through the great¬ 
est desert of them all— Ant¬ 
arctica. 

Besides the one epic camel 
journey, Asher roams around 
the Yemen, Syria. Egypt, Su¬ 
dan, Muscat and other parts of 
the Gulf. The pages of his 
book are signposted with the 
familiar landmarks of desert 
travel—the death of a camel, 
the possible discovery of lost 
oases of history, sore feet and 
the interminable trails of 
bleached bones. As the book 
is not structured around the 
linear journey, its dynamic is 
the quest itself—-Asher’s de¬ 
sire to find out what's left of 
the traditional Bedu way of 
life. Naturally enough, he 
finds that the answers are "not 
much.” The Bedu haven't 
quite launched themselves into 
the T-shirt market yet. but 


Asher does see sign offering 
“genuine Bedouin coffee." 

He meets a lot of people and 
allows them to speak for them¬ 
selves. This is all very admira¬ 
ble. but he has a tedious habit 
of simply presenting great 
chunks of whal they say in di¬ 
rect speech. You get the im¬ 
pression, sometimes, that you 
are reading his research notes. 

Michael Asher rises above 
the competition in his determi¬ 
nation to connect ‘The Bedu 
are not separate, but merely 
ourselves in another guise,” he 
concludes. I liked all that very 
much. He ends the book by 
suggesting that deep down, his 
quest was flawed. "There are 
no last things. Individuals die, 
cultures change, life evolves, 
flowing always against the di¬ 
rection of time... As entities 
we wither, but as a process we 
continue. We shall survive.” ■ 

LITERARY REVIEW 



Prince 
calls for a 
human 
approach 
to politics 



PARIS—His Royal 

Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said last Monday, 
that comprehensive and 
just peace in the Middle 
East can only be 
achieved by honoring all 
agreements expressed in 
the UN Security Council 
Resolutions 242 And 
338, under the formula 
of land for peace. 

The Prince said in a 
speech delivered at Sor- 
bonne University in Par¬ 
is that “if the bulk of 
public opinion in Israel 
support the notion of 
peace based on agreed 
principles, as it does; 
and if the peoples of the 
Arab world still yearn 
for comprehensive, just, 
and lasting peace, as 
they do; then parties in 
the region will have to 
look beyond day-to-day 
events towards this long¬ 
term objective and deal 
with the situation at 
hand on that basis.” 

The Crown Prince 
stressed in his address, 
the fact that “conflict in 
the past had been the 
ruin of the region, and 
that it must not be the 
way of the future." 

However. Prince Has¬ 
san also warned that the 
underlying problems of 
the region must be ad¬ 
dressed. 

“I do not believe that 
there will be another 
Arab-Israeli' war. But 
any scenario which fails 
to address the underlying 
problems of the region 
would be equally disas¬ 
trous. A return to the no- 
war, no-peace status that 
proceeded the present 
.peace process would de¬ 
stroy the economies of 
the region no less surely 
than a war.” he added. 

The Prince empha¬ 
sized the need for the po¬ 
litical process of negoti¬ 
ation to be backed up by 
the economic process of 
peace-building, as em¬ 
bodied in the MENA 
summit process, the Bar¬ 
celona process, as well 
as the cultural process of 
reconciliation and mutu¬ 
al understanding. 

“Instead of subsidiari¬ 
ty. a credible regional 
discourse would build 
consensus.” he said add¬ 
ing that “it would seek to 
improve living condi¬ 
tions for all. across the 
region without discrimi¬ 
nation or exclusion, on 
the basis of a genuine 
understanding of our in¬ 
terdependence on a 
range of inter-connected 
issues." 

The Crown Prince 
pointed out that clusters 
of issues such as “water, 
energy, and the environ-.- 
ment; health, education, 
and civil society; the 
spectrum of human 
rights must all be ad¬ 
dressed comprehensive¬ 
ly." 

He said that all such 
issues would reflect on 
‘the living conditions 
and human dignity of in¬ 
dividuals." Adding that 
our interest should be 
‘in anthro-politics, the 
politics where people 
matter, rather than the 
politics of. materialism 
and expediency." 

The Prince expressed 
surprise at the disparity 
between the European 
political idiom, of pro¬ 
moting democracy in the 
Middle East, and the 
preference of dealing at. 
the same time with total¬ 
itarian regimes. 

Responding to one of 
the questions regarding 
the status of Jerusalem, 
the Prince reiterated His 
Majesty's support for the 
PNA, and called for the 
ressurection of the con- 
ciousness of Jerusalem 
with a serious academic 
and spiritual 'evaluation 
of the city’s importance 
to the three great mono¬ 
theistic faiths, in a separ¬ 
ate manner to the politi¬ 
cal and municipal 
sovereignty over the 
city. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ A French-Jordanian 
protocol will be signed 
between the two countries 
during President Chirac's 
visit to Jordan. The proto* 
col will give Jordan loans 
at facilitated conditions of 
up to SO million French 
francs in addition to a 
donation of 10 million 
francs. Until this year. 
French financial aid to 
Jordan reached 400 mil¬ 
lion francs (S80 million). 

■ The Amman Invest¬ 
ment Bank is to increase 

. its paid up capital by 15 
million dinars through 
offering JD ! per share 
for private subscription. 
The Bank's general 
assembly has previously 
approved a recommenda¬ 
tion by its board of direc¬ 
tors to cut the Bank's cap¬ 
ital from JD 15 million to 
five million then increase 
it in order to pay its accu¬ 
mulated debts of JD 10 
million. 

■ The profits of the Jor- 
dan-Kuwait Bank rose by 
71.9% over the first half 
or this year. Until last 
June the bank made a 
profit of JD 2.274 million 
against JD 1,323 million 
during the same time last 
year. The revenues and 
securities portfolio have 
improved reaching JD 
514.000 compared with 
JD 420.000 by the end of 
June fast year. The bank’s 
assets rose by to reach 
JD 263.7 million com¬ 
pared with JD 248.6 mil¬ 
lion by June 1995. 

■ Profits of the Jordan 
Ceramic Industries over 
the first half of this year 
rose by I7.7I5> to reach 
JD 2.03 million compared 
with the same period last 
year. After deducting 
taxes the net profits were 
JD 1.42 million. This is 
an increase of 33.119c 
compared to the same 
period last year. 

The company’s total 
assets until the end of 
June were JD 12,68 mil¬ 
lion. Its investments were 
JD 14,000, a rise of 
16.7% compared with the 
same half last year. Net 
sales were JD 5.54 mil¬ 
lion showing a rise of 
21% compared with the 
first half of 1995. The 
company's revenues were 
JD 23,000. a rise of 180% 
compared with the same 
period last year. 

■ The Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bunk has agreed 
to make 16 loans at a total 
value of JD 4.6 million. 
These would be for indus¬ 
trial and touristic projects 
Fa the country. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, the bank made 134 
loans valued at JD 35.1 
million. 
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Abu Ghazaleh calls for global 
strategy of accounting education 


AMMAN (Star)—'The need 
for qualified certificates of 
accounting that is globally 
recognized, is essential for 
development. The chairman 
of the Arab Society of Certi¬ 
fied Accountants (ASCA). 
Mr Talal Abu Ghazaleh, told 
a press conference about the 
results of the meeting of the 
team of international experts 
held under his chairmanship 
in Geneva recently. He 
described the meeting as the 
"most significant event in the 
history of accounting .’ 1 

The meeting was Larger led 
at putting forward an inte¬ 
grated global strategy for 
accounting education. This 
idea started “in 1993 when l 
was elected chairman for the 
team of experts of account¬ 
ing measures and financial 
reporting at the UN head¬ 
quarters in New York." Mr 
Abu Gazaleh says. 

“At that year. I submitted 
a comprehensive plan to 
establish a global system of 
mutual recognition of 
accounts among countries." 

At present, there is no 
developed country' which rec¬ 
ognizes the accounting cer¬ 
tificates of developing 
countries. 

"The UN have approved 
my plan.” Abu Gha/aleh 
say 5 . 

But there is another aspect 
to this. The General Agree¬ 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) also stipulates that 
member countries must fulfil 
the requirements of this 
agreement and have to 
remove all obstacles in front 
of the free movement of ser¬ 
vices, among them 
accounting. 

Then the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) that 
followed made a barrier-free 


movement of commodities 
and services a must. 

The accounting aspect 
came in the light of these 
agreements. The Geneva 
meeting held on October 15 
was designed to address this. 

The meeting comprised 
international experts who 
were asked to submit recom¬ 
mendations to the UN and 
the WTO related to putting 
forward an integrated agenda 
to establish a new global sys¬ 
tem on accounting educations 
and qualifying authorized 
accountants and 

professionals. 

As chairman uf the ASCA, 
Mr Abu Ghazaleh headed this 
team which comprises 1(1 
ex pens from different 
Countries. 

Representatives from the 
WTO and the International 
Federation for Accountants 
also attended. 

ASCA submitted its propo¬ 
sals and committees were 
formed to deal with the spe¬ 
cifics of (he project and sub¬ 
mit their repons at the next 
meeting on 13 February, 
1997. in New Delhi. 

The significance of this 
project, which as personally 
patronized by its chairman. 
Abu Ghazaleh as a Jordanian 
and Arab member, stems 
from the fact that it will set 
up a unified global system 
for accounting qualifications, 
and standards. 

This system should force 
the developed and develop¬ 
ing to respect it since it is 
endorsed by the United 
Nations and the WTO. 

Putting forward one recog¬ 
nized standard for accountant 
certificates will allow any 
country or professional soci¬ 
ety to practice in any country 
free of barriers and obstacles. 


Abu Ghazaleh 
says. 

The professional 
qualification of the 
ASCA will be able 
to fulfil the condi¬ 
tions of the interna¬ 
tional Certified 
Public Accountants 
(CPA), and will 
allow accountants 
to practice their 
services m line 
with CPA holders 
in developed states. 

This is the first 
time in the history 
of the accounting 
profession that 
such a recognition 
is given. Before 
that, developed 
states considered 
themselves much 
more superior and 
the nnly ones to Abu Ghazaleh 
grant global 

qualifications. 

The New Delhi agenda par 

will include a programs to stand, 

leach accounting, examina- Th« 

lions and the provision of educj 

qualifications, Mr Abu Ghaz- terms 

aich says. do log 

University accounting edu- mg \ 

cation lacks the requirements stand, 

of modern technology and lion 

the international standards jccou 

necessary to meet the needs Site 

of the Arab growing intple 

economy. agree 

The International Account- servu 

ing Conference which will be move 

held shortly in Beirut, will Abu ( 

set-up an Arab system that is Uni 

parallel to international stan- coord 

dards, and make the ACPA count 

globally recognized. Abu uccuu 

Ghazaleh said. Ghaz. 

He hopes that the Beirut there 

meeting will set up a com- the o: 

mince re develop the system Fedcr 

of accounting education in and / 

the Arab World to make it on suffer 



par with the international 
standards. 

The plan includes defining 
educational standards in 
terms of quality and metho¬ 
dology, examination monitor¬ 
ing and procedures, quality 
standards, reciprocal recogni¬ 
tion and accreditation of 
accounting professionals 

Such a system meets the 
implementation uf the GATT 
agreement on professional 
services and cross-border 
movement of these services, 
Abu Ghazaleh maintains. 

Unfortunately. there is no 
coordination among Arab 
countries in ihe field of 
accounting services. Abu 
Ghazaleh says adding that 
there is no coordination on 
the official level either. The 
Federation of Arab Auditors 
and Accountants is currently 
suffering from differences 


and divisions. 

The ASCA however is a 
private professional institu¬ 
tion that does not represent 
any country. It is an Arab 
regional society rhu: aims to 
provide a professional 
accreditation to Arab 
accounts that comply with 
international standards. 

ASCA plays an essential 
role locally, as it is based in 
Amman. In addition to pro¬ 
viding Jordan with author¬ 
ized accountants, ASCA 
organizes specialized train¬ 
ing courses in all different 
fields of accounting 

ASCA is in contact with 
Jordanian universities who 
participate in preparing and 
supervising the examination, 
held at the ASCA. The soci¬ 
ety has also a specialized 
magazine. ■ 


At $450 million, four transport projects 
to be discussed at Cairo Summit 


AMONG THE 25 projects to 
be submitted to the Cairo Sum¬ 
mit next November, the gov¬ 
ernment will propose four 
regional projects pt a cost of 
$450 million. 

One of those is Ai Aqaba 
International Airport, dubbed 
AI Salam (peace) Airport 

If executed, this project will 
be a touristic gateway for the 
countries in this region. 

With a quarter of a million 
dollars from the American gov¬ 
ernment the US-based Lock¬ 
heed completed a feasibility 
srudy on the airport. 

Lockheed has already sub¬ 


mitted its proposals to the Jor¬ 
danian and Israeli governments, 
together with different scenar¬ 
ios and options. 

The company said the study 
together with its different 
options would cost roughly 
between $115 to 225 million. 

The concerned authorities in 
Jordon and Israel are studying 
the options provided by the 
study and finance is expected 
to be shared. With such a huge 
cost Jordan will be looking for 
other global institutions in Lhe 
Cairo summit ihat could share 
in the financing. 

But Jordan will be looking at 


BA and British 
Mediterranean continue 
to operate separately 


a more immediate concern. It is 
seeking to build an artificial 
dockyard at the Aqaba port. 
About 230 meters in length and 
15 meters in depth, it will be 
able to receive 50,000 tonnage 
ships. The cost of the project is 
estimated at $30 million. The 
government has already offered 
tenders related to the final 
designs of the project. It will 
provide the Aqaba port with an 
dxtra capacity to meet the antic¬ 
ipated increase of Jordan's 
exports of potash, phosphate 
and salts. 

The other Aqaba project is 
the construction of a multi¬ 
purpose dockyard at a length of 
200 meters and 15 meters 
depth. This dockyard is capable 
of receiving vessels of 50.000 
tons at the most. H costs $22 
million and a study related to 
its economic feasibility and 
engineering designs already 


” exists. This will boost the 
». port's ability to handle delivery 
of commodities and livestock. 

The third transport project to 
be discussed at the Cain* Sum¬ 
mit is the Amman-Zarku rail¬ 
way line. 

Half of the Kingdom’s popu¬ 
lation. that's 2.2 million live in 
these two cities. 

A railway between the two 
cities would be beneficial since 
most o! the people in both 
directions rely on public 
transport. 

The sharp rise in the popula¬ 
tion in these ton areas led to 
traffic congestion due to the 
tack of other transport means. 

The Ministry of Transport in 
cooperation with the Austria 
Rail Engineering Company- 
made a study on building a rail¬ 
way network. The line will 
Man from Zarka. passing 
through the Raghdan bus sta- 


BRITISH AIR- _ 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

nean will not be Hx*warlds f.tvountc airline Jr 
proceeding with 
their proposed 

franchise arrangement because British Mediterranean 
has not meet ail of the conditions of the franchise 
agreement. 

BA will not be implementing the proposed franchise. 
British Airways will continue to operate the route in its 
own right from London Heathrow’s Terminal Four 
operating a four times weekly service to the Levant with 
two frequencies to Beirut, two to Damascus and Four to 
Amman. 

British Mediterranean will continue to operate five 
services from London Heathrow’s Terminal Three to the 
Levant. All five services will operate to Beirut with three 
services into Amman and two continuing onto Damas¬ 
cus. ■ 


Hannover trade fair 
gears up for ‘97 

THE CEBIT Hannover show is the largest and most compre¬ 
hensive trade show for inforrn:iiion and communications tech¬ 
nology in the world. It has firmly established itself as the 
meeting place for professionals in this branch and stimulates 
the economy on an international scale. In 1997 it will take 
place between 13-19 March. 

Thanks to its new concept. CeBIT Hannover has become 
more attractive than ever before as a marketplace for profes¬ 
sionals. It is a reflection of the international market for infor¬ 
mation and communications technology' and in 1997 it will 
once again offer the largest sales potential in the world. Ger¬ 
man and international companies lake advantage at the 
CEBIT show as an ideal platform for establishing new part¬ 
nerships and reinforcing existing husincss contact*. ■ 


lion, then to Abdali, right up to 
the University of Jordan and 
ending in Sweileh. A branch of 
this line will extend to Ras Al- 
Ein. 

The project- will cost S160 
million. $65 million of which 
for infrastructure and S95 mil¬ 
lion for passengers trailers. 

Because of their social ser¬ 
vice. the economic returns of 
trains is lower. 

They offer comfortable 
transport with less accidents, 
lower maintenance costs, less 
fuel and less environmental 
pollution. 

The fourth project relates to 
the privatization of Aqaba Rail 
Carp., us AI Sheidiyah mines 
which started producing phos¬ 
phate at j nine million tons per 
year, has to be linked to the 
industrial complex at Aqaba. 
Industrial facilities also at Shei¬ 
diyah and Aqaba require link¬ 
ing the railway network with 
Aqaba. 

The government has author¬ 
ized a French consulting firm 
to prepare designs related to 
linking of the railway line from 
Al Sheidiyah mines to the 
operating railway at a length of 
20-40 kilometers, and linking 
ihe railway from rhe Aqaba 
harbor to ihe industrial com¬ 
plex at Wadi 2 in Aqaba at a 
length of 17 kilometers. 

The government is currently 
conducting a study rebted to 
the privatization of the Aqaba 
railway Corp., in cooperation 
with die World Bank and inter¬ 
national consulting institutions 
to provide assistance is the pro¬ 
cess of privatization. This issue 
is to be discussed at Cairo 
Summit. ■ 



Insurance market in perspective 

COMPLAINTS BY insurance companies over the increasing 
losses they had to bear, particularly in compulsory insurance, 
comes within the context of the recession in the other eco¬ 
nomic sectors. The mood of slowness which dominates the 
area has ns toll. Domestic competition also led to low insu¬ 
rance ratios. 

Statistics by the Jordanian Federation of Insurance Compa¬ 
nies say losses in the compulsory insurance sector rocketed 
registering losses of JD 6 million in 1995. 

The system of compulsory car insurance as stipulated in 
article seven of the Insurance Law restricts the adjustment of 
insurance prices (ratios) and liabilities to the Minister of 
Trade and Industry. 

Thus, the losses are partly blamed on the ministry' and that 
is why the federation is currently studying options both to 
avert the losses and find a solution. Negotiations are been car¬ 
ried out with the Ministry of Trade. So far. no positive results 
have been achieved. 

An accurate and approved system has to exist to adjust 
annual premiums according to the actual results granted by 
companies. Legislations related to insurance and indemnity 
must be instituted. 

Because of the high rate of accidents, compulsory insu¬ 
rance has become a heavy burden on companies, with the 
volume of premiums contradicting the paid-up indemnities. 

A solution to these increasing losses is the adoption of the 
"card system." that is every driver who holds an insurance 
policy should have a card or a register showing the number of 
car accidents he made. Those with no accidents would be 
given incentives and discounts, while the others would pay 
additional premiums. Such a solution, if adopted, will mini¬ 
mize car insurance losses. 

Last year, the insurance market (17 insurance companies 
opcraiinej generated total premium's of JD 79.727.530. a rise 
of JD 13,483,783 over 1994. 

Insurance companies net profits last year totalled JD 
9.844.657. Their investment return ratio was 6 percent. ■ 


The Odessa Song 
starts tours in 
Red Sea 


AMMAN (Star)—The National 
Shipping Services Co., has 
recently celebrated the launch 
of cnii&c ship trips in the Red 
Sea. Called the Odessa Song, 
the ship is the first of its kind to 
service Jordanian tourists and 
link the different pons of the 
Red Sea. 

Mr Marwan Ghaith. the 
shipping manager of the 
National Shipping Services Co., 
agents of the ship in Jordan, 
told The Star that the cruise 
ship is aimed at encouraging 
Jordanian and foreign tourists to 
tour the red Red Sea through its 
different ports. The ship docks 
in Aqaba, Elat, Suez, Hur- 
ghada, and Sharm El Sheikh. 

Mr Ghaith said that tourists 
on the Odessa Sonc will have 





touristic places from each port 
on the Red Sea. The cruise 
ducks in Aqaba every Sunday 
and Friday. Tourists on this trip 
con visit Pena and Wadi Rum 
on the same day. 

"From Suez port, tourists can 
visit the pyramids and Jizah, 
while from Sharm El Sheikh 
they can visit St. Catherine. 
From Hurghada port they can 
go to Aluxur while from Eilat 
they can visit Bethlehem and 
Jerusalem." Mr Ghaith added. 

The cruise ship is the latest in 
ship building. It has a capacity 
for 410 passengers with a crew 
of 125. The liner has 150 cabins 
of different sizes. 

The cruise runs three differ- 


Ghaith 

■cm trips. There is the two-day 
trip which costs between JD 
203 to JD 398. The cost of the 
four day-trip between Sunday 
and Friday ranges from JD 264 
to JD 511. As to the cost of the 
one week-trip it ranges between 
JD 466 to JD 908 . 

The ship has a large restau¬ 
rant. a disco, a swimming pool 
and a Sauna. 

Operating a cruise ship on 
the Red Sea is targeted at 
strengthening the relations 
between the countries of the 
area and promoting tourism. 

A reception was held last Fri¬ 
day by the National Shipping 
Services Co., on the board of 
the Odessa. The reception was 
aimed at acquainting travel 
agents, journalists and people 
interested in the project with the 
distinct features the ship enjoys. 
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POLAND 


International 
investments 
increase in Poland 

ONE OF the major characteristics of development lathe 
level of Investment, both domestic and foreign. These ‘ 
relate to the levels of savings and level of confidence of.- - 
the foreign investors. 

Poland is given the thumps, up by investors. .The gov-' 
ernmenfs pruning of the bureaucracy and cutting down, 
the public sector is seen as an altogether good thing to 
attract foreign investments. Although Poland has a rela¬ 
tively high external debt at around $42 million, through 
such measures as restructuring and “Bay Back,” it has 
managed to gain the confidence of" international 
investors. - - - ‘ . 

Direct foreign investments between 1990-96 is esti¬ 
mated at $11 billion. In 1995 about $23 billion were *. 
invested in the Polish economy. This is nearly twice as .■ 
much as it was in 199 4. The Polish Foreign Investment. 
agency says that as much as $3 billion cook! be invested 
in Poland this year. 

What this means is that more and more International . 
companies are gaining greater confidence in the econ- • 
oniy of Poland. Companies from a number of countries, 
such as Germany, France, Italy, the United States, Korea 
and Japan are setting up shop In Poland . Korea's Dae* - 
' woo is establishing a motor factory at $15 bfltion by the! 
-end of the decade. General Motors from America has . : 
promised a new investment and die Japanese Matsushita •• 
is investing $60 million in setting up a new television { 
plant 

Although Poland has the largest trading relations with . 
Germany, it is United States companies that are coaling -. 
in droves to the country. US Investors have setup a total 
of 53 companies at a capital of $1815 billion. This is faF-; 
lowed by multinationals from Switzerland, UK, HolIaniT': 
and Belgium with investment at $912million with a com*’-', 
mltment to invest a further $194 ‘ million. Germany . 
comes next with investments at $614 million, Italy at ’. 
$390 million and Holland at $362 million. ■ 

Coming to Poland 

It's relatively easy to set up a business in Poland. A : 
foreign business or a national does not require any spe¬ 
cial permit to engage in a limited liability or a joint stock; 
company. However, foreigners must have a permit to: . 

■ To operate a seaport or airport . 

■ To conduct real estate operations 

■ To operate in military Industry not Subject to 

licensing •. • i 

■ To engage in wholesale trading of Imported 

' consumer goods . . / 

■ To render legal services 

The only area of business that is dosed to foreign- / 
investors is that concerned with gambling and 
lotteries. 



CENTRO ZAP 


TRADING & INDUSTRY CO. 


CENTR02AP CO. WAS FOUNDED IN 
1951 IN KATOWICE, THE HEART OF 
POLAND'S INDUSTRY, WITH OFFICES 
ALL OVER THE WORLD HAS BECOME 
ONE OF THE MAIN TRADING HOUSES 
OF POLAND WITH ANNUAL SALES 
AMOUNTING USD 350 MIL 

CENTROZAP IS SPECIALIZED IN: 


- IRON & STEEL PRODUCTS 

- RAILWAY INDUSTRY 

- STEEL ROLLING MILLS 

- FOUNDRY MACHINES 

- MINING INDUSTRY 

- TURNKEY INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS 

- CIVIL CONSTRUCTIONS 

- WOOD PRODUCTS 

- FOOD PROCESSING 

- TRANSPORTATION SECTOR 

- TOURISM 


FOR INPUTRTES CONTACT,. _ 

AYOUB TRADING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 17 
AMMAN 11118 - JORDAN 
TEL: 623473 FAX: 654401 


Polish economy 

A big emerging market 



THE MARK of a high-powered 
society is measured by its eco¬ 
nomic development. Poland is 
today recognized as one of the 
“Big Emerging Markets” that 
has tremendous potential. Tak¬ 
ing the bull by the horn so to 
speak, Poland was transformed 
from a command to a decentral¬ 
ized economy, characterized by 
the free-market, privatization, 
and the attraction of overseas 
capital. 

This transformation process 
started in 1990 and began to 
bear fruit soon alter. Opening 
up the economy _was only 
matched by a new “get up and 
go” mentality that stresses indi¬ 
vidual initiative with an excited 
sense of purpose. , 

Although the transformation 
of the economy lead to hick- 
ups, and bottlenecks in the ini¬ 
tial stages, something that was 
only natural because of the 
unprecedented changes 

involved, it soon overcome 
these. Having cut away all the 
fat. the Polish economy today 
is more lean, dynamic and rar¬ 
ing to go. 

Seen as the fastest growing 


economy in Europe, by 1995 
Poland registered a seven per¬ 
cent growth rate in the Gross 
Domestic Product. This is a 
two percent increase on the 
1994 figure of five percent. 
Forecasts for 1996 look bright, 
and are seen to be stabilizing 
somewhat at six percent 
The economic sectors also 
registered unprecedented 
growth rates with the manufac¬ 
turing sector having the largest 
slice of the cake.Setting the 
pace, the share of the manufac¬ 
turing sector is about 80 per¬ 
cent of the Polish economy. 
Last year industrial production 
increased by 9.4 percent Fur¬ 
thermore. its total contribution 
to the GDP was 40 percent 
Manufacturing industry is 
extensive and include every¬ 
thing from shipbuilding (which 
has enough orders well past the 
year 2000), steel and alumin¬ 
ium production, car production 
and machine tools, heavy elec¬ 
trical equipment arid transmis¬ 
sion systems, medical, optical 
and precision instrument as 
well as a chemical industry. 
Poland manufactures clothes. 


furs leathers, footware. wool¬ 
ens. plastics, cement refrigera¬ 
tors. automatic washers and TV 
sets. 

Tire list is endless. What you 
have here is not the bric-a-brac 
of industry but a well thought 
out system of both heavy and 
light manufacturing, that is not 
only formidable in relation to 
other industries in the region, 
but is capable of competing 
with the most highly developed 
countries of western Europe 
and America. This is because 
of the know r -how and more 
importantly the lower wages 
that it can offer. 

Besides manufacturing, 
Poland has other potential sec¬ 
tors. Agriculture is one of the 
mainstay of the economy. Hav¬ 
ing been hit by a series of bad 
harvests in' 1994, the agricultu¬ 
ral sector recovered in 1995 
with increases in livestock and 
cereal production. 

Agriculture was worst hit by 
the transition stage from state- 
dominated to private agricul¬ 
ture enterprises and needed a 
longer lime to adjust. For one 
thing farmers were too poor to 
capitalize agricul¬ 

ture and needed 
both more time and 
state subsidy to 
buy machinery to 
improve produc¬ 
tion. Last year 
could be seen as 
the begining of an 
upward trend in the 
fortunes of 

agriculture. 

But besides 
these there is also 
the construction 
sector which is a 
growing market, 
the energy sector 
that consist of min¬ 
ing and extractive 
industry, pulp and 
paper " industries 
and the growing 
telecommunication 
s sector. 

This was consid¬ 
erably under¬ 
developed in the 


early ‘90s. Whereas in 1993. 
there was 11 telephone sub¬ 
scribers for every 100 people, 
by 1995 this increased by 50 
percent to 15 users to every 
100 . 

Poland has a great potential 
service industry that includes 
banking, insurance and of 
course tourism. The last has 
developed into a huge market 
With its interesting landscape, 
mountains, health spas and 
medieval castles. Poland has 
become a major tourist 
attraction. 

Whereas in 1990 only 18 
million visited the country, by 
1995 the figure jumped to 75 
million. 19 million of those 
were tourists. What's more 
important is that it has gener¬ 
ated $6.5 billion. 

Experts argue that the tour¬ 
ism industry could be devel¬ 
oped further still, with more 
investments. Polish managers 


have already began adopting 
western principles of manage¬ 
ment, especially since the 
majority of those tourists come 
from western Europe. How¬ 
ever, tourism is a vast reserve 
pool that could still be tapped 
and Poland does have great 
potential in that field. 

From this, it can be argued 
that Poland has a sound indus¬ 
trial infrastructure that is 
linked to the whole of Europe. 
Its geographical location and 
developed system rail and road 
network linking all the major 
Polish cities with the rest of 
Europe. 

Poland naturally belongs to 
Europe. The countries of the 
European Union serve as its 
major trading partner. More 
than 34 percent of its exports 
go to Germany, whereas 
Poland exports about 24 per¬ 
cent of its goods from that 
country. Poland has also trade 


relations with Italy. France 
Britain Spain. Holland and 
Belgium. It also have still 
trade links with the former 
eastern bloc countries, but 
these seem to be minimal, 
maintaining the strongest trade 
links with Russia and the 
Czech Republic. 

Despite the potential. - 
Poland has a number of obsta¬ 
cles that must be surmounted. 
Its level of inflation this year 
at 21 percent is far too high. 
Nevertheless it is following a 
downward trend having come, 
down from more than 60 per¬ 
cent in 1994 and 29.5 percent 
in 1995. What is worrying 
about inflation is that it creates 
an upward pressure on wages, 
diminishing their value and 
great- loss in savings. That is 
why it must be controlled. ■ 







Privatization leads to a more 

dynamic economy 


PIVATIZATION OF the econ¬ 
omy is a catchword in Polish 
common parlance. The econ¬ 
omy was completely over¬ 
turned since 1990 when the 
country started its reform pro¬ 
gram. Private corporations are 
now the backbone of the econ¬ 
omy existing in virtually every 
sector. What is interesting is 
the speed which the privatiza¬ 
tion process is going through. 

By 1995 the number of reg¬ 
istered companies reached 2.2 
million. This increased from 
J.9 million in 1993. Quite a 
few of these are of course 
newly created, reflecting the 
new atmosphere of privatiza¬ 
tion. This was the new Poland 
characterized by a free-market 
economy. 

However, what is interesting 
is the number of state compa¬ 
nies that had been put in pri¬ 
vate hands. By 1995 alone, 
over 1600 public companies 


were denationalized. Today a 
lot more state enterprises are 
awaiting the transformation 
info the private sector. 

However, today the private 
sector contributes greatly to the 
Gross National Product. By 

1995, 56 percent of the total 
GNP came from the private 
sector, in 1990 the figure was 
only 31 percent. 

By the end of 1995, the 
share of private enterprises in 
total industrial production 
exceeded 44 percent, in con¬ 
struction over 87 percent, in 
retail trade about 92 percent, in 
exports about 58 percent and in 
imports about 70 percent 

The private sector is also the 
biggest employer in the coun¬ 
try. The percentage consis¬ 
tently grew since 1990. By 

1996. it is estimated that 64 
percent of the workforce was 
employed in private compa¬ 
nies. The figure was 62.6 per¬ 


cent in 1995 and 5S.9 percent 
in 1994. In 1990 the 48.9 per¬ 
cent were employed in the bur¬ 
geoning private sector. What is 
important to remember is that 
the majority of these worked in 
small scale enterprise. In con¬ 
trast, the public sector have 
come to employ slightly more 
than a third of the Total work¬ 
force in 1996. 

Despite the speed of privati¬ 
zation. there are those who crit¬ 
icize the pace, arguing that it 
must be a lot quicker to com¬ 
pete in the world markets. 
While they may have a point, 
the state has to weigh ail the 
pros and cons before it 
embarks on the sale of impor¬ 
tant and strategic industries. 
This is why the process takes 
some time. 

The issue of privatization is 
a conscious strategy that was 
embarked upon in 1990. There 
are two methods for this: The 


capital method and the direct 
method. The first method is 
privatization through stages. 
First, state corporations are 
turned into joint stock compa¬ 
nies owned by the state treas¬ 
ury and then there stock is 
soled to private investors. The 
capital method is used when 
the government wants to sell 
large public enterprises. By 
1995 only 142 companies were 
put into private hands through 
this method. 

The direct method on the 
other hand applies to medium 
and small companies. This is 
sometimes is called the fast 
track program. Its a simple way 
of privatization. By the end of 
1995, 1358 enterprises were 
included in this process. 

Denationalization is a long¬ 
term strategy and Poland will 
continue to embark on such a 
process to make its economy 
more competitive. ■ 


Polish trade fair held in Amra 
hotel on 27 October 


ON 27 October there will be a 
Polish promotional business 
meeting at the Amra HoteL 
Many companies representing 
the different branches of the 
Polish industry are taking part 


in this now yearly event 

Enterprises representing the 
agricultural and foodstuffs sec¬ 
tor, metallurgy and engineer¬ 
ing, electronic, car, chemicals, 
wood, textiles sectors as well as 


medical equipment suppliers 
will be taking part 

Famous Polish names such 
as Staleexport (biggest steel ex¬ 
porter), Argos (agriculture and 
food processing), Gillette Po¬ 
land ( razor blades), Elekrim 
(power plants and power gener¬ 
ation), Andorra (diesel en¬ 
gines), DGT (telecommunica¬ 
tions) and the Automative 
industry) will be becoming ac¬ 
quainted with the Jordanian 
market 

Other companies include 
Minex (cement). Kotiomontoz 
(Technical components). Tex- 
tilmpex (textiles). Optex (tex¬ 
tured polyster yearn), and Bol¬ 
ton (medical equipments). In 
this field there are two other 
companies, Varimex and Ascor 
which will be taking part in this 
trade fair. 

Today, there are 21 Jordani¬ 
an companies who represent 
Polish products. The trade fair 
will show the diversity of 
Polish industry and furthermore 
the efforts of Polish companies 
in expanding their horizons to 


more distant fields. 

Although the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket seems to be small and the 
trade relations between the two 
countries is relative, it has great 
potential to develop. 

Jordan-Polish trade relations 
is improving each year. This 
year Poland has restarted to im¬ 
port phosphate from Jordan for 
its own factories. Already it has 
imported phosphate at a value 
of $2.5 million. 

However, Polish imports 
from Jordan has reached $6 
million. As well as phosphate, 
these include machinery and 
other chemicals as well as other 
miscellaneous items. 

Polish exports to Jordan are 
also increasing at a rapid pace. 
This year ir exported to Jordan 
goods to the tune of 10 million. 
These include Star trucks and 
Polonez cars, paper and news¬ 
print, glassware as well as tex¬ 
tiles. The biggest item, howver, 
is steel and machinery. These 
account for $8 million of total 
exports. ■ 
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Trade liberalization, 
necessary for 
greater exports 


AS POLAND embarked on the 
economic transformation pro¬ 
cess, she gave a great deal of 
thought to trade liberalization. 
This is essential if a country is 
to move to a free-market econ¬ 
omy. Foreign trade and exports 
have since then become the 
lynchpin. 

Foreign businessmen are be¬ 
coming more confident in trad¬ 
ing with the country, regarding 
Poland as a serious partner, and 
one with a lot of goods to ex¬ 
port. 

Polish commodities have 
two distinct characteristics: 
Competiti veness and high qual¬ 
ity. This is slowly being recog¬ 
nized because businessmen are 
slowly seeking to polish the im¬ 
age of Polish products. 

This is being carried out In a 
number of ways such as the 
promotion of events, meetings, 
conferences. These also are tak¬ 
ing place on die governmental 
and private levels. 

As part of the introduction of 
a new image, there is a series of 
intergovernmental conferences 
taking places in Warsaw. 

An increasing number of en¬ 
terprises are given ISO 9000 
certification. Although imports 
have surpassed exports last 
year, these import commodities 


are of a “re-exportable” nature. 
The idea now is to increase 
production of commodities to 
an even higher level. 

In the past Poland has been 
known for the export of “turn-: 
key projects.” These 'include 
the building of electricity 
plants, ships and factories. 

These will continue But they 
are being revamped according 
to the country’s new market 
philosophy. There is anew sys¬ 
tem of making credit more eas¬ 
ier for export transactions. This 
is coupled with a system of- 
guarantees and insurance of 
transactions. 

There are very little regula¬ 
tions involved on foreigners : 
who want to invest in Poland. 
But again the image has to be 
changed. People still think of 
the country as run on the oW 
basis of centralism. They are - 
not really aware of the tremen- . 
dous changes that have taken 
place: Trade liberalization, de- ; 
centralization and an economy 
free from bureaucracy. 

Although today two-thirds' 
of Polish products go to west 
European countries, Polish ex¬ 
porters are looking to further. 
their markets to the Far EaA . 
North America, and Latin 
America. ■ 
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Nobel winner creates 
universal poetry amid chaos 
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By Dean £. Murphy 

LA Tunes-Weis bins'ion Post 
News Sendee 

ZAKOPANE, Poland—Three 
weeks ago, poet Wishwa 
Szymborsks left her modest 
two-room apartment in the 
southern Polish city of Krakow 
to escape the noise and confu¬ 
sion" of- remodeling. She 
slipped away to this pristine 
mountain resort, a favorite of 
Polish artists and writers, and 
took a small room—no bath¬ 
room and no telephone—on 
the second floor of a clubhouse 
reserved for authors. 

Szymhorska, a retiring 
woman with wispy gray hair 
who cherishes her solitude, 
passed the days quietly, work¬ 
ing - on-her latest poem. Every¬ 
thing was going according to 
plan, she says, until 3 October. 

! when the world “came crash¬ 
ing down on me.” It was on 
that day that the Swedish 
Academy in Stockholm 
announced that the relatively 
unknown S/ymborska had 
won the 1996 No he I Prize for 
laieramrc. 

The award came as a sur¬ 
prise to Szymhorska—and 
mosl everyone else in 
Poland—not because she is 
considered unworthy, but 
because her poetry speaks 
mostly to universal themes 
rather than the parochial politi¬ 
cal subjects that have distin¬ 
guished Eastern European 
verse since World War 11. 

Unlike the last Polish poet 
to win the prize—Czeslaw 
Milosz in 19S0—Szymbursku 
was not a bold. Communist-era 
dissident; nor did the timing of 
the honor coincide with a .sem¬ 
inal event in Polish history— 
1980 was the year of the 
Gdansk shipyard uprising. And 
unlike the presumed Polish 
front-runner for this year’s 
pri/c, poet Zbigniew Herbert. 
Szymhorska‘s verse is most 
admired for its "finely chiseled 
diction,” as the Swedish Acad¬ 
emy noted, not its ponderous 
political metaphors. 

Thai is not to say Szym- 
borska. 73, has escaped the 
clutch of politics during her 
50-ycar career. In fact, politics 
provided an immovable back- 
drop to her work from the very 
beginning. Several of her early 
poems glorified communism— 
a dark period that she now dis¬ 
avows—and she spent most of 
her later career working for 

K ubtications that firmly placed 
er in the anti-Communist 
camp of liberal thinkers. Under 
martial law in the early 1980s, 


she published poems 
under a pseudonym 
in Polish under¬ 
ground and exile 
publications. Bui 
since breaking with 
Stalinism in the 
early 1950s, Szym- 
borska has stead¬ 
fastly resisted ideol¬ 
ogy-driven verse, 
instead using her 
own powers of 
observation to tackle 
subjects one by one. 

A widow with no 
children. Szvm- 
borska despises 
crowds and public 
appearances. and 
refuses to give read¬ 
ings of her poems. 
Her main contact 
with the outside 
world is through a 
longtime newspaper 
column, “Mon- 
Compulsory Read¬ 
ing." In the sanctity 
of this favorite crea¬ 
tive retreat, she 
spoke openly and 
endearingly about 
her life's work and 
the burden of instant 
fame. 



Why is your privacy so 
important to you? 

Otherwise, 1 couldn't write. 

1 cannot imagine any writer 
who would not fight for his 
peace and quiet. Unfortu¬ 
nately. poetry is not born in 
noise, in crowds, or on a bus. 
There have to be four w.dls 
and the certainty that die tele¬ 
phone will not ring. That's 
what writing is all about. 

Some of your poems are 
introspective, others present 
broad political manifestoes. 
Do you write with a 
mission? 

I don't believe 1 have a mis¬ 
sion. Sometimes, i really have 
a spiritual need to say some¬ 
thing more general about the 
world and. sometimes, some¬ 
thing personal, i usually write 
for the individual reader— 
though I would like to have 
many such readers. There are 
some poets who write for peo¬ 
ple assembled in big rooms, so 
they can live through some¬ 
thing collectively. I.prefer my 
reader to lake my poefn'ana'' 
have a one-on-one relation¬ 
ship with it. 

Is your poetry an expres¬ 
sion of vanity? 

If you mean, is it a form of 
exhibitionism, probably it is. I 


have never really thought about 
it seriously, but telling one's 
feelings to unknown people is a 
hide bit like selling one's soul. 
On die other hand, it brings 
great happiness. All of us have 
sad things happen to us in our 
lifetimes. In spile of every¬ 
thing. when those terribly horri¬ 
ble things happen to a poet, he 
ur she can at least describe 
them. There are other people 
who, in a way, are sentenced to 
live through such experiences 
in silence. 

Some critics describe your 
poetry as detached and aloof, 
yet you consider it private 
and personal. Can It be both? 

Each of us has a very rich 


nature and can look at things 
objectively, from a distance, 
and, aL the s.inie time, can have 
something more personal to sav 
about them, i am trying ro look 
at the world, and ;u myself, 
front many different points of 
view. 1 think many poets have 
this duality. 

Why did you start writing 
poetry? 

It just happened. Maybe it 
was the atmosphere in my 
humc. It was an intellectual 
kind of house, where we talked 
a lut about houks. We read a 
lot. Especially my father, i 
started writing poems when I 
was five years old. If I wrote a 
poem—it was children's poetry 


—that my father liked, then he 
reached into his pocket and 
gaie me (some moneyi. i 
can’t remember exactly how- 
much, but it was a lot to me. 

In your early years, you 
wrote in the social-realist 
style, praising communism. 
Why? 

it is very difficult to 
explain. Now. people don't 
undeistand the situation then. 

I really wanted to save human¬ 
ity, but 1 chose the worst pos¬ 
sible way. I did it nut of love 
lor mankind, Then i came to 
understand that you should not 
love mankind, hut rather like 
people. Like, but no: lose. I 
don't lose humanity. I like 
individuals. 1 try lu under stand 
people, but I cannot otter sal¬ 
vation to them. 

ThjI was a very hard lesson 
for me. It was a mistake of my 
youth. It was made in good 
faith, and. untortunately. a lot 
of poets have done the same. 
Later, they would sit in prison 
fur changing their ideology. I 
was. loruniately. spared !ha! 
f.tlc. Iktcuusc I never had the 
nature of a real political 
activist 

How has the Solidarity 
revolution changed your 
poetry? 

A: It hasn't influenced my 
writing. Beginning in 1954-55 
(following the death of Josef 
Stalin), I already started think¬ 
ing differently—the same way 
I think now. Since then. I 
haven't changed the way 1 
look at the world. Alter all of 
those mistakes, alter all that 1 
lived through in the early ‘50s. 
my thinking was altered for 
food. My life o> a citizen of 
this country has changed dra¬ 
matically since Solidarity, but 
my life as a poet has not.* 


Peres speaks of what 
‘has been a very sad 
year in my life ’ 


Auto industry flocks to Poland 

LED BY FIAT, a big shakc-up and several Cinqueveen to lor Poland. Fiatentered the 
changes arc taking place in Poland's - well- Polish market in. 1990 and has developed the 
established vehicle-making business. Now largest Central European car industry. It now 
General Motors (US) and Daewoo (South; plans to concc'jitrjtc on building up local 
JKorea) ^planning major productioivmvesuV .component jawifagaucrs. Thg joqal,content 



Poznan 

international Fair 

: Or7 Program 1997 

3^B%(n. BUDMA International Construction Fair 
| - ilr24.01. SECUREX International Exhibition of 
: Property Protection 

04:^03. SPRING Consumer Goods Fair 

' (Cosmetics,Toys,Sports,Jewelry,Food) 

, Poznan Fashion Week. 

;J&-2L03 DOMEXPO Spring Consumer Goods 
"'" rp r . Fair, everything for the home 

SAL MED International Fair of Medicai 
Equipm ent 

OS-11.04. INFOSYSTEM International Fair of 
-- - Electronics, Telecommunication and 

Computer Engineering. 

08-11.04 POLIGRAFIA International Exhibition of 
Printing Machines, Materials and 
Services. 

08-11.04. MULTIMEDIA Publishing and New 
Media Fair 

25-30.04. International Fair of the Automotive 
Industry 

06-08.05. CEPEX Central European Power 
Exhibition 

19-23.05. MEBLE Fair of Furniture and 
Furnishing 

19-23.05. DREMA International Trade Fair or 
... - Woodworking Machines and Tools 

15- 20.06. 69th Poznan International Fair 
02-05.09. AUTUMN Consumer Goods Fair 

(Cosmetics, Toys, Sports, Jewelry, Food) 
Poznan Fashion Week 
02-05.09. ASIA IN POLAND 
08-12.09. SIMM EX International Fair for Mining, 
Power Industry and Metallurgy (in 
Katowice) 

16- 18.09. Internationa] Trade Fair 

METALS-POLAND 
02-07.10. POLAGRA International 
Agro-Industrial Fair 

02-07.10. National horticultural Exhibition 
16-19.10. BICYKL International Cycling Fair 
21-24.10. DOMEXXPO Autumn Consumer Goods 
Fair ‘‘Every thing for the home' 1 
02-24-10, TAROPAK International Packaging, 
Storage and Handling Exhibition 
04-07.11. TOUR SALON International Exhibition 
of Tourism 

04-07.11. International Advertising Fair 
25-28.lL POLEKO International Ecological Fair 
-25-28.1L KOMEX International Fair of Municipal 
Maintenance Equipment 
25-28.11. INVESTCITUY Investment 

Opportunities in Polish Cities. 


mails. Ford (US) has opened a S54 million 
plant at Plonsk. its first in Eastern Europe, 
which is assembling 30,000 Escort cars and 
Transit vans a year. Other ventures arc being 
planned by component suppliers including 
two US companies. TRW and Delphi Auto¬ 
motive, and Britain’s GKN. 

Fiat has announced a major overhaul of its 
Polish product raange and is to launch its 
new; world car, the 178, at its FSM plant 
within the next two to three years. Although 
it has said it will manufacture the 178 range 
in a number of countries, Poland is to he the 
first production site for Europe. World-wide 
production is expected to reach about 
800,000 units including cars and light com¬ 
mercial vehicles. Rat, which has about 51 
percent of the Polish new car market, is to 
cease production of the 126 model at the end 
of 1996 because of environmental regula¬ 
tions, and will introduce a new version oi' the 


value has risen from 55 percent in 1992 to 73 
percent in 1995. Production last year rose by 
11 percent, its highest ever, to 278,000 units, 
of which more than 5b percent were exported 
mainly to Western Europe. 

South Korea's Daewoo is to make a S 1.1 
billion investment in FSSO, the state-owned 
company which is the second largest car 
manufacturer after Fiat. Daewoo outbid Gen¬ 
eral Motors for FSSO whose subsidiary. 
OPEL, has a small joint venture assembly 
operation with FSO. Opel is now said to he 
considering a $ 288 million greenfield pro¬ 
duction-site investment which could be pro¬ 
ducing 100,000 cars by 1998. The new plant 
will be built within a 100-kilometer radius of 
Krakow. 

About 49 percent of Polish household 
have cars and last year they bought 370.000 
vehicles, of which 200.000 were nude 
locally. ■ 


By Barton Gelltnan 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

TEL AVIV—Sipping hot tea from a water 
glass in the East European style of his youth. 
Shimon Peres sat deep in an armchair and 
spoke of what "has been a very sad vear in 
my life." 

The former prime minister *uw his prede¬ 
cessor. Yitzhak Rabin, gunned down “practi¬ 
cally before my eyes." He stepped through 
the grisly scenes of four suicide bombings 
amid a doomed election cumpaian. He 
guided his Labor Puny to defeat at the polls 
for the filth lime, 

inspiring author Orli 
Azulai Katz to title 
his new bioeruphv 
"The Man " Who MHIfajf '-"V* ' 
Didn’t Know How 
to Win." 

All that should be 
enough to make a He' 
man weary of poli- 
tics after more than 
50 years, a longevity ... A 

that puts Peres in the m 
rare company of pfc T j' 

China's Deng 

Xiaoping. And yet k -A 
Peres. 73. still fends fj-Hfej, -*f 
off would-be succes- r 
sors for Labor's mjH wg - 
leadership, and asso- 
ciates said the Israeli 

pioneer dreams of ^ 

one more comeback 
before he retires. 

He acknowledged 

in an hour’s corner- ^- A 

sation here the other 

day. amid mementos of his last months in 
power, that Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu is likely to serve his full four-year 
term. But he pointedly declined to say the 
same about the coalition that gives Netan¬ 
yahu his majority in the 12D-seat parliament. 

Peres sees'many fault lines there, and he is 
maneuvering to exploit them even as fickle 
Israelis make him their favorite politician of 
the moment in recent polls. One day Peres 
meets with Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, whose Shas 
party holds 10 of the 66 seals in Netanyahu's 
coalition and could otenum it if it chose to. 
On another day he plots with Likud Party 
hard-liner Ariel Sharon, who has scores to 
settle with Netanyahu and a surprisingly 
warm relationship with Peres. 

"There is a parliamentary machinery, 
which I don't want to speak about.” Peres 
said of these moves. "It is the legitimate 
right of an opposition to look lor a different 
setup." 

Could it be, as commentator Nahum Bar- 
nca wrote, that Peres expects to force his 
way back into government, in a national 
unity coalition or otherwise? 

"I don't expect." Peres said, smiling the 
smile of a man in love with words, "but I 
have learned that many things that were not 
expected came true. I allow- a little bit for the 
unexpected as pan of my expectations, if 
you want." 

It is possible, of course, that Peres simply 
does not know how to quit. This is a man 
who recorded in his memoirs that he wooed 
his wife. Sonia, as a teen-ager "by reading to 
her. sometimes by the light of the moon, 
selected passages from Marx’s Das 
Kapiial.'” 

Peres denied he is addicted to politics, 
saying he of all people should know by now 
it is not "a promenade on the Champs Ely- 
sees.” He recounted the traumas of his brief 
premiership, including the shouts of "mur¬ 
derer" and "traitor" at bomb scenes where he 


had to sec “the blood, the dead, the injured, 
pieces of flesh." 

"1 don't claim any credit for it." he said, 
raising his voice. "I don’t claim any consid¬ 
eration. The only thing which I would not 
like is (for id to be suspected that I am fight¬ 
ing lor my personal power, because deep in 
my hcan I don’t think this is the case." 

What does drive him. Peres said, is the 
belief that "the next year is the most essen¬ 
tial one as far as the peace process is 
concerned 

"If w-e shall lose the trust we developed in 
Lhe Arab world, it will he very hard to regain 
it. and this is what is 
happening before 
our eyes?' he said. 
„ ■ "You know, in order 

to make peace you 
need a partner, you 
"IgMH need a plan and you 
need a climate. And 
it was so hard to 
jp|H achieve it—and we 
didn’t achieve it 
JH fully, we achieved it 
partly. To lose it 
\ JfzH would be 

ft catastrophic." 

Y y. j That argument is 
\ mb* which 

Peres now- beats 
_4VH his party’s 

yJSB impatient next gen- 

^g.-—eration. the most 
^HH impatient of whom 
the former mili- 
Vtary chief of staff. 
JH^H| Ehud Barak. Barak 
has made clear he 
will insist on elec¬ 
tions for party leadership by next July, the 
deadline under internal rules This month, in 
an unsubtlc display of clout. Barak brought 
hundreds of supporters to a parly meeting 
and had them all walk out noisily after 
applauding his remarks. 

Peres, who announced last month that he 
has no "plan" or "intention" to run against 
Netanyahu in 2000. nonetheless says it 
would be irresponsible to bow out now. 

For Netanvahu. who was still in diapers 
when Peres held his first senior post in the 
fledgling government of the Jewish state. 
Peres holds a barely restrained contempt. 

"I did not vote lor him." he said dryly, 
“and I didn’t change my mind seeing the 
results." 

In a fire-breathing parliamentary speech 
recently. Peres lambasted Netanyahu tor 
"Ml days of verbiage" and accused him of 
thinking "you are the only clever nun in the 
world." needing only to explain his new 
positions "and the Arab world will trans¬ 
form itself on the spot." 

"You can’t have peace for nothing." 
Peres said. "You can have nothing for 
nothing." 

Israel. Peres said, does not have the lux¬ 
ury of returning to "the old Middle East" of 
"boycott and loneliness and putting Israel in 
a comer.*’ because next time "the'old Mid¬ 
dle East shall be equipped with new 
weapons." 

Peres, and Rabin before him. always 
regarded Israel as engaged in a kind of race: 
Could it reach peace with all its important 
Arab neighbors before the further spread of 
Islamic fundamentalist regimes and the pro¬ 
liferation of nuclear weapons among them? 

Netanyahu, according to Peres, has 
slopped running that race, but "the other 
horses—war. terror, fundamentalism—they 
are galloping." He cited the new Taliban 
regime in Afghanistan, Turkey's turn 
toward Islamic government, and threats to 
the stability of some Arab states. ■ 


Aleman apparent winner over 
Ortega for Nicaragua presidency 


By Juanita Darling 

LA Times ■ Washington Post 
News Scn'icc 

MANAGUA. Nicaragua— 

Araoldo Aleman got into poli¬ 
tics to defeat the Marxists who 
confiscated his coffee fields 
while his wife had terminal can¬ 
cer and held him in jail wlien 
his father died. With votes still 
coining in from out lying pre¬ 
cincts Monday, he look a lead 
that virtually assures him of a 
victory in Nicaragua's presiden¬ 
tial election. 

Aleman—a burly, right-wing 
populist—dashed the bid by 
Daniel Ortega, the one-time 
rebel commander, to regain the 
power (hat his - Sandinista 
National Liberation Front nar¬ 
rowly lost in 1990. With just 
under half of the vote counted 
Monday afternoon. Aleman led 
Onega by a little more than 
nine points, taking 48 percent. 
The rest was divided among 21 
minor parties. 

Onega has demanded a recount, 
claiming irregularities in vote 
reporting from distant precincts 
as well as other problems. 
Police have arrested a man here 
accused of having six ballot 
boxes in his house and interna¬ 
tional observers have noted a 
number of delays and irregulari¬ 
ties. But no one has yet said 
that Ihey affected the outcome 
of the election. 

"There are no conquerors or 
conquered.'* Aleman lold cheer¬ 
ing supporters before dawn 
Monday, us first returns showed 


him ciking a decisive lead. 
"TTie only winner is 
Nicaragua." 

He olfered his "outstretched 
hand to all Nicaraguans to join 
us in forming a national govern¬ 
ment of all the country's 
forces." He specifically 
extended that invitation to the 
Sand in i stus, who led the revolu¬ 
tion that overthrew the Somnzn 
dynasty in 1979. then ruled a 
Marxist Nicaragua tor M years, 
lighting a US-backed civil war. 
The conciliatory victory speech 
contrasted sharply with the 
combative rhetoric thin thrust 
the 50-year-old lawyer onto the 
national political scene six 
years ago and kept him there as 
the feisty mayor of Managua. 
Aleman became point man for 
Sandinista bashers. He picked 
fights as President Violent Cha¬ 
morro negotiated an alliance 
with the SnndinislJS—who still 
controlled the armed forces and 
important labor unions—that 
would allow her to govern this 
deeply divided country. 

Aleman, for example, threat¬ 
ened lo-—but never did—tear 
down a wall that Ortega had 
huilt around his house, blocking 
a public street. 

He did. though, engineer 
another symbolic victory 
against the Sundinisius: 
Throughout the 1980s. they had 
their 'giant parly initials— 
FSLN. in Spanish—dominating 
lhe hills above Managua, much 
as the Hollywood sign rises 
over Los Angeles. After rhe lip 
fell off the L in 1990, Aleman 


sent city workers to tejr dow-n 
the S. leaving the sign to read 
FIN. 

When not squabbling with 
(he Sandinistas. Aleman gave a 
face lift to a capital that had 
never recovered from a devas¬ 
tating 1972 earthquake. He 
huilt libraries, parks, fountains 
and a new boardwalk on the 
expansive shores ol Lake 
Managua. 

Aleman is ihe son of one-time 
dictator Anastasio Somozu 
Debayle's education minister. 

As a lawyer, Aleman repre¬ 
sented clients whose property 
was confiscated by Sandinistas. 
He was jailed for seven months 
in 1980. He also battled the 
Sandinistas as president of (he 
Coffee Growers Union; his own 
fields were confiscated in 1989, 
a month after his wife was diag¬ 
nosed with terminal cancer. 

Like many other business lead¬ 
ers, Aleman entered politics to 
throw Ortega out of office. He 
joined the Liberal Party a dec¬ 
ade ago and ran tor mayor in 
19**0. Despite his relatively 
short career tn public office, 
politics seems to come naturally 
to the apparent president¬ 
elect. "Aleman is a prag¬ 
matic man in the ~ 
worst sense of the 
word." said Carlos \ 

Fernando Chamorro, 
a political analyst and 
the current president's 
son. 

Aleman will need to grl 

he pragmatic if he is lo fltfl 

accomplish anything in 


j country where the Congress, 
which his party probably will 
not control, can override a pres¬ 
idential veto with a 51 percent 
vote, analysis said. "He is going 
to have to get along with Con¬ 
gress." said Emilio Alvarez 
Montalvan, Aleman's recently 
named foreign secretary -elect. 

But Aleman's proposal for 
reconciliation already threatens 
to provoke another confronta¬ 
tion—with countries that give 
aid to Nicaragua. The biggest 
dispute left by the Sandinistas 
has 
been 
about 


confiscated property, a problem 
that Aleman estimates could be 
solved by paying off property 
owners at a price of about $500 
million. 

And where will that money- 
come from? "Where did the 
SM.5 billion 









come from to make war?" Ale¬ 
man replied. "If. in the past dec¬ 
ade. a group of incompetents 
got so many billions to make 
war. we are going to scour the 
world for just S500 million to 
buy the peace.” ■ 
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For second 
consecutive year, 
Rover Saloon wins 
first prize 



THE JORDANIAN Motor Company, 
agents of the British Rover Saloons, 
has for the second consecutive year 
won first prize at the International 
Motor Show which took place in Am¬ 
man 15-20 October. 

Their section exhibited 1997 mod¬ 
els that are coming on the market. 

The Rover Saloon was chosen from 
among 26 exhibiting companies, by a 
special committee from the Royal Au¬ 
tomobile Club of Jordan. ■ 




Photo exhibit of Israeli onslaught on 
Lebanon reveal horrors of war 


By Anca de Maio 

Special lo The Star 


T he four-day French News Agency photo 
exhibition ’ on the Israeli “Crapes of 
Wrath" onslaught on southern Lebanon 
that was carried out last April gave a 
comprehensive visual testimony to events every¬ 
body knew about through the mass media. 

Thinv nine photos taken in Nabaiieh. Qanaa. 
Tyr. Beirut. Mansouri. Metuia. Southern Leba¬ 
non and two in Kiryat Chomouna in nonhem 
Israel form a sequence of war events that com¬ 
prise the escalating tensions between the 
helligerenls. 

The photos, held at the Shoman Foundation, 
capture the exodus of more than 200.000 civil¬ 
ians from villages in souLhem Lebanon. They 
also depict the shelling with the growling awe it 
spread, the blood of the wounded and the dead, 
the tears of mourning families and the mass 
demonstrations. 

At the time, most of these photos were pub¬ 
lished on the cover pages of newspapers and 
magazines such as Le Figaro. L'Evenement. the 
Daily Mail. Al Diyar. Al Anwar. La Repubblica. 
Newsweek. Time. etc. In their new context and 
with their original colors, the photos acquire a 
strong emotional value besides their historical 
documentary importance. 

They mobilize the awareness of a human 
drama that the sensational press and media slo¬ 


gans. failed to grasp. The photographs brings the 
events closer to the public eye and displays them 
in their raw authenticity: An old man retrieving 
a small bike from under the ruins of his house, 
the sorrowful eyes of a seriously injured infant 
suffering on a hospital bed besides his helpless 
mother iTyrel. women crying out their despair 
on the leftovers of their houses (Ain El Hilwehl, 
a father showing in anguish the dead body of his 
baby t Nabaiieh J. rescuers bringing out burnt 
bodies (Qanal. 

One picture is very emblematic of the Middle 
East's ali-too-known context. A young man 
trapped under the rubble of his house desper¬ 
ately looking for help speaks of the conditions 
of the civilian population as prisoners of a 
never-ending state of war. 

They pay for the politicians' incapacity to 
solve the conflict and for their eagerness to’ see 
military action in terms of “political impact” 
rather titan in terms of human suffering. (Almost 
60.000 civilians still live in southern Lebanon 
where Israeli military attacks are taking place). 

Blue Helmets instinctively ducking their 
heads during an air strike (Mansouri) illustrate 
(he pathetic failure of (he international commu¬ 
nity to put an end to the continuous attacks on 
defenseless people. 

The appalling drama of civilians who took 
refuge in a UNIFIL base in the village of Qana 
(where more than 100 people were killed and as 
many wounded) has little testimony in compari¬ 


son to Nabatieh. where photogra¬ 
pher R amzi Haidar took the most 
traumatizing pictures of the 
exhibition. 

Nevertheless, that special depth 
radiating from truly important war- 
footage that brings photography 
into the realm of art is never easy to 
reach. The ability to convey a spe¬ 
cific event with universal messages 
on human conditions, within a sin¬ 
gle shot, remains a unique gift to 
few photoreporters like Robert 
Capa. McCullin. and Sebastian 
Salgado. 

They could tell more about the 
horrors of the war through a black- 
and-white unfocused shot of a 
woman looking at the clouds than 
the closest sharp zooms on dead 
babies' while faces. The gift to 
bathe any war scene in a unique 
universally meaningful light is the 
expression of an interest not only in 
featuring truth and reality, but also 
in capturing that profound and irre¬ 
sistible synergism between man. 
suffering and the surrounding 
world. Which those who have 
known war know but cannot 
describe. ■ 








Homage to abstract and reality 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 


T he artist combines two irreconcil¬ 
able worlds, laying on canvass and 
paper an inner conflict between 
two realities and concepts of Jife. 
This is the feeling an onlooker gets when 
viewing Ghassan Abu Laban's artistic 
creations. Entitled Nostalgia II. hiff exhibi¬ 
tion. displayed at the Spanish Cultural Cen¬ 
ter. is a long journey into the subconscious. 

The juxtaposition of the abstract and the 
realistic styles of painting is the matrix of 
the exhibition. "Inside of me there is a 
schizophrenic disorder, so to speak, that 
partitions my paintings." Abu Laban told 
The Star. I can’t, he added, “get rid of the 
influence the old schools of art have on me; 
yet. I seek to produce modem paintings.” 
Actually, the artist does not highlight one 
aspect at the expense of the other but he 
draws on the two with the same level of 
respect. 

A painting titled Homage to Goya 
reveals Abu Laban's obsession with the old 
an conventions. He has a deep respect for 
the Spanish artist Francisco de Goya, who 
resides, along with other artists of that age. 
in Abu Laban's intellectual faculty. “I 
painted Goya because I owe him much of 
what I have learned about the basics and 
philosophies of art." he stressed. 

He went on to tell the story of Goya, 
who after quitting his job as a painter of the 
court, joined people and painted their suf¬ 
ferings. Thus, the ordinary man became the 
main subject in Goya’s paintings, after hav¬ 
ing been painted previously only in the 

background. 


According to Abu Laban, modernity 
does not mean that an loses one of its main 
functions; social criticism. He said that “1 
took part of Goya's Execution to revive the 
role that art played in censuring the oppres¬ 
sion practiced by the authority against peo¬ 
ple. Goya used many symbols to sarcasti- 
; r cally comment on a grim reality." 

• Searching in the subconscious for canon¬ 
ized moments that go tJeyond’the tangible 
is a main aspect of the process of creativity. 
Reality does not always provide the artist 
with rich pictures and visions that are avail¬ 
able through memory. It is believed that 
what happens in a subconscious state of 
mind is the truest moment ever. Yet. in the 
case of Abu Laban, the subconscious is not 
the only key factor behind creativity, but 
there is also a rational faculty that protects 
the work of art from chaos. 

A work of art assumes the shape of an 
idea which undergoes several stages before 
it is consummated. The painter then 
approaches his work with a clear vision in 
mind, and proceeds to bring together sev¬ 
eral elements ithe artist’s hands, colors, 
canvas, brush strokes) to create a painting. 
When the painting process begins, there is 
room for a kind of excursion from the basic 
vision. But a diligent artist is able all the 
time to “control the excursion and keep the 
process within the framework of the 
matrix.” 

A dialogue between the old and the new 
is another way to assess the message 
behind the exhibition. One of the paintings 
portrays a half naked woman looking at 
herself in the mirror. The reflected picture 
was geometrically shaped It is as if the 


woman is looking inside her trying to cap¬ 
ture the essence of her existence only to 
find out a bitter truth. 

The abstract in this painting and other 
ones which Tackle the same concept indi¬ 
rectly deconstruct the classical styles and 
generate new concepts. For example. 
Leonrado Davind’s reriowried jjairiSite 
Jyokanda: is painted in fragments, rmris 
painting is made with unprecedented dex¬ 
terity yet it was turned by people into a 
myth; 1 used the abstract to change the 
mainstream view of the painting.'* 

Painters are in a way music composers. 
This is exactly what Abu Laban revealed 
in some of his paintings depicting people 
playing with musical instruments. Three 
persons who know nothing of music posed 
to be painted holding musical instruments. 
Abu Laban said that I was thinking about 
such a pose for three months until I 
decided it will go this way. “Before 1 
started painting I had the structure of col¬ 
ors and movements in mind; what I did is 
that, with certain vision in mind. I have 
created something that might not happen. 

The artist’s ability to combine two dif¬ 
ferent concepts and colors (he used char¬ 
coal and oil in one painting) and to chal¬ 
lenge the conventional styles of an with 
one’s own vision is quite impressive. "An 
old woman told me that she enjoyed the 
paintings though she could not under¬ 
stand." He added. 

Abu Laban was born in Bethlehem 
1964 and had his BA in art from Yarmouk 
University. He participated in different 
local and international exhibitions. ■ 


American Fair for 
Textiles and Furniture 



THE LATEST American products in textiles and furniture at low¬ 
est prices can be found in the US Furniture Fair. A wide range of 
wire spring and water spring orthopedic mattresses designed to 
provide comfort to those suffering from backache, insomnia, can 
be found at the fair. These products are approved by the American 
Medical Council. 

The fair includes brass beds, upholstery textiles and rycliners. 
The fair specializes in importing American Furniture and shipping 
them directly for you from the factory at cheap prices through cata¬ 
logues. 'Hris saves you more than 50* percent off the original price. 
The fair’s designers welcomes any suggestions you may have to 
suite both your budget and taste. 

We are spealized in shipping containers from the United States 
on our two trips per month. ■ 


A sigh of an orphan 


Speeding past sound 

The arrival of Thrust SSC 


A boy of eight was thrown in poverty 
was torn in tears and worn in a mystery 


Always remembering Paradise lost; 

in his parents and their custody 
who were driven into traffic accident 
Buried his own dreams which were instant 


By Manal Omar 

Special to The Star 


F Faster than a bullet—is 
it a bird? a plane? No. 
It’s a car. And not just 
any car. but the long 
awaiicd Thrust Super Sonic 
Car (SSC). On 22 October. 
Andrew Noble, the Organizing 
Manager of the project, 
announced the arrival of the 
car that is planning to break the 
world land speed record. The 
grand entrance will take place 
on 26 October, where the 
Thrust SSC will arrive in Jor¬ 
dan aboard the Russian Anto¬ 
nov freighter. 

After careful research, the 
head of the project decided on 
AI Jafr desert as the final loca¬ 
tion for the attempt to break the 
world record of 1019.44 kilom¬ 
eters per hour. The jet- 
powered car will be driven by 
British Air force officer Andy 
Green. 

Thrust SSC was originally 
scheduled to arrive in Jordan in 
July. However, due to exten¬ 
sive tests and preparations, the 


arrival dale of the car had been 
delayed. “Before we bring the 
car over to Jordan, everything 
has to be perfect." explained 
Andrew Noble. 

The race isn’t solely against 
the speed of sound, but the 
powers of time as well. An 
American team in Nevada has 
the same goal as the Thrust 
SSC team—to establish the 
new world record in land 
speed. As a result, a time con¬ 
straint has been added to the 
pressure of breaking the world 
record. The American team 
officially began their attempts 
to break the record on 22 Octo¬ 
ber. giving them a head start 
over the British Thrust SSC 
team, who will not be able to 
begin until 31 October. None¬ 
theless. Andrew Noble confi¬ 
dently predicts the success of 
the British team, claiming Jor¬ 
dan is the ideal location for the 
record to be broken. 

Although starting late, the 
AI Jafr desert will provide the 
Thrust SSC team with a num¬ 
ber of advantages. ’The sur¬ 
face of the mud is very hard, 
which provides for a much 



On tbeir graves he weeps and be used to stand 
He sleeps a little in some part of the night 
And be awake in all its major part. 


Oh, hard luck Dear mother and Dear dad. 
How I’m exhausted and how l*m sad. 


A man and woman came into the right 
Holding a lighting candle each in hand. 


they called back his almost grievous outcry. 
Oh Dear son we’re coming “do not be sad”. 


# Exhibition and Sale of lithographs, old postcards 
and photographs on Jerusalem, Chinese paintings, . 
at Um El Kundum, right off the Airport highway on 
the way to Arabian Horse Club, first left at the top 
of the hilL Friday 25 October from Ham onwards. 
Tel: 664S05 


faster run.” explains Noble. 
Most importantly. AI Jafr will 
provide the British Thrust SSC 
team with more promising 
weather. Everything is set for 
the attempts to begin. “The 
only thing we need is for the 
whether to be nice to us. and 
for that I say Inshallah." slates 
Noble. 

According to Noble, another 
strong advantage is the Jorda¬ 
nian community. “We have 
received much support from 
the Jordanian people, the air 
force, even Prince Abdallah 
and Prince Faisal—that wc 
could not get in the US.” 
Indeed, the Jordanian commu¬ 
nity has been enthusiastically 
supportive. The Royal Auto¬ 
mobile Club of Jordan (RACJ). 
the Royal Jordanian Air Force, 
and the Royal Jordanian Geo¬ 
graphic Center have played an 


important role in preparing the 
course. 

In addition, the RACJ will be 
timing each attempt made on 
behalf of the international auto¬ 
mobile association. F1A. The 
Forte Grande Hotel has set up a 
table in the main lobby, which 
will be updated daily via inter¬ 
net and news releases about the 
latest run. In addition, the table 
has on display souvenirs from 
the Thrust SSC team, which arc- 
bound lo be collector's items if 
the attempts prove successful. 

As the final preparations are 
made, the anticipation in Jor¬ 
dan mounts. The attempts in AI 
Jafr are open to all. providing 
the opportunity to witness a 
potentially historical event. The 
success of the Thrust SSC will 
establish Jordan os the new 
landmark for speed. God's 
speed Green. ■ 


Fowzi Shalobi is a teacher at 
Wadi Seer College 


Exhibitions 

■ Works by Ghada Dah- 
daleh at The French Cul¬ 
tural Center, continues 
till 29 October. 

■ Works by Nabcel Shi- 
hadeh, at Darat al Fuoun, 
continues till 13 
November. 

■ Exhibition by Muham¬ 
mad Nasrallah, at Darat 
al Fuoun, opened on 23 
November. 

■ 'Timeless Weaving and 
New Creations', at the 


Jordan Crafts Develop¬ 
ment Center C.AI Aydi). 
Monday 28 October. The 
Center located at Jabal 
Amman 2nd Circle. 


Film 

UGreek to Gothic, at 

Darat al Funun, Thurs¬ 
day 24 October, at 5:00 
pm. 

UMeto. at the French Cul¬ 
tural Center. Monday 28 
October at 8:00 pm 






Redeeming my 
sanity in Amman 


By BOal Hijjawi 


WASHINGTON—Back in Amman with all the feeling of 
insecurity, 1 had good laughs: with all the instability. I liked 
work; with all our differences, people always talked and 
helped one another, and with all the poverty and unemploy¬ 
ment, crimes were scarce and distant incidents. Life was for 
real. 

Here only the law tells us you are for real. Mind you, the 
rhythm is never established; meaning the social system 
doesn’t woric. 

Here, depression really eats you up every hour, and you 
never know what makes it. A land so big on money, but so 
poor on values; so big on opportunity, personal freedoms 
and rights; having a good time, yet so short on happiness. A 
land so big on communications, yet people are not talking to 
each other. 

Every big thing here is a celebration of loneliness and 
muteness; theater, radio, television, the Intement. voice 
boxes, and answering machines. Everybody listens alone. 
Yet they claim that the communications revolution has 
brought them closer. 

1 miss our haphazard way of life back in Jordan. Amman 
is not so depressing after all. Here, it seems people will 
trade life in the big town with its 101 TV stations for a taste 
of the small town with crancky lines, small talk and four TV 
stations^ 

Here, you never talk to your closest friends; they’re all 
boxed in their monotonous lives. I mean, how many times 
would Peter Jennings or Madonna invite you to their homes* 
or even call you at home. Even if for chats only. 

And you rarely find anyone on the other end of the phone 
line who is willing to go for small talk. I mean this is why 
•you buy answering machines, why you install a voice box, 

' why you have email or a homepage on the Internet. 

In Amman. I visit my friends with the clear objective of 
wasting their time. And they appreciate it, and thank me 
too. The practice has evolved into a form of art. entertain¬ 
ment and spiritual healing, and it comes with free perks. 

Here, if you show up, they twist their mouthes and turn 
their noses. My friend for the last four years did that to me 
for so long, until she said it: I like you as a friend, but I’ve 
got a lot of things to do. But when she needed a place to 
stay, she called it a small favor, and she visited me. 1 
thought that was rude. 

Here, when you call the operator for a short string of 
information, you end up listening to digital music that 
reloads twice, sometimes four times, before a synthetic 
voice directs you to a different one, and another directs you 
to another.... before your serving of information arrives, dig¬ 
itally that is. Call anywhere, anytime and for anything, and 
you get a maze of synthetic voices routing you. telling you 
everything from the pizza toppings requested, to procedures 
for fixing a date tonight. 

But not when you pay; you will get a real voice alright. 
Yes you will; and you’ll know when it’s coining. Just a few 
moments before a real voice conies on line. I mean real¬ 
time human voice, the last digital voice prompts you to 
•Please, have your credit card number and dale of expiration 
ready.' Then, you are sure.it's a human contact, on real time 
basis. If you are lucky, its : a female. But don’t you, ever get 
carried away and try to get a date from the person behind 
the human voice: because you never know where they are. 
If you’re lucky, they’re only 100 miles away. Need your 
horoscope? They’ve goi that too. On the edge, dial up. Hun¬ 
gry. dial up. Need a date, dial up. 

The city here is important; it’s celebrated by an endless 
shriek of sirens and their echoes. They reverberate between 
beautiful and tall buildings day and night. Until one day I 
woke up and the music was gone. 

That day, I knew it was time to go too. 

It’s that time, when your ears stop hearing. You've for¬ 
gotten how to use them. They're numb. And you know, it’s 
that time again. You know it’s time to go back to there. It’s 
when you need to redeem your sanity back in Amman. ■ 






\e< 


,.,1 Ti 


.--a! 


^ 4 




o ‘‘‘ 


-S S-v* totting 

— =g lnt 


hel 


‘It’s me mailman, doc. He scares me." 


Ship ofFbok^^ 

Idiots 


Si: 


h. ue vrt 

Nla w 


'•C/Jr . r. 

.. - iJrzt 


S'* N r r 


f r ... 

I ■!& * 

; .v - 


-S. 1 


sp i 


Sin- 


‘ s ‘ v t T, 


. - ■ --.“7/r-v. 

















ft>oo/£ 


111 Al »ini 

- v Bilal 

.tew?**-. 


October iqyG 

A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 
global issues prepared for 

The Star 









oV *pe« . 

/^UUiJ 

Z WORLpTlMSS ?| 
T TriBL'XEMONDIAI.E . 

x TiempoMundia l « 

\&mK/ 

^Omi '' 


Printed in five languages 
ON FIVE CONTINENTS 




th .11 n «JI IL APPEARING IN: AMMAN - BANGKOK * BEIJING 


hill. OTA • BOMBAY * BOSTON 


Need breaks down the borders around law 
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b! ? Ui : r - as, u Globalization overtakes the legal profession 

ig| Need break, 

Tlie dramatic spread of trade, 
travel and cyberspace has fueled 
1 * a ' -I i,e k. . ' ' l " M ' demand for global law and its 
™ “.in id, practitioners. Lawyers and busi- 
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nesspeople are rushing to meet 
the need, cobbling up new bod¬ 
ies of law out of existing US and 
UK legal codes and aiding gov¬ 
ernments who ‘borrow’ from 
other countries’ statute books 
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— ■— —.. ' porate lawyers were responsible for 

_ | ^ r much of the legal work related to the dc- 
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velopmciiL of oil 
under die Nordi 
Sea. While die ar- 
rival of die Ameri¬ 
can legal eagles 
was resellleil bv 
die home-grown 
firms, who feared 
losing local busi- Spot the global I 

ness and dieir best - 

associates to die US firms, most Euro¬ 
pean lawyers now admit dial they have 
learned much from die US attorneys 
about business law and serving dients. 
European firms now handle most of die 
still profitable Nordi Sea de¬ 
velopment work. 

Neverdieless, a fair 
amount of grumbling is 
heard from the UK legal 
community concerning predatory mows 
from US law* firms, which me jioaching 
the best and die brightest from local 
firms as they move into London. 

The firm hold of US lawyers .in die 
globalization ofhw is tied to several key 
advantages, according to John Me row, a 
partner ofSijUivan & CroimveJJ, a 400- 
lawyer New York law firm with half of its 
client base oinside the United States. 
‘‘English, in particular American Eng¬ 
lish. is die global language of business 




Spot the global lawyer: American and British lawyers are extending their practices—and legal codes—far beyond their native countries 


and finance” says Merow. u New York is 
a popular choice of law- for transnation¬ 
al matters and die American style of le¬ 
gal practice is attractive to many partici¬ 
pants in transnational work.” 

US firms have gone global mainly to 
meet the commercial needs of their 
inultinadoiial clients, rather than any lust 
for global conquest. And many of these 
clienLs are companies dial, through the 
lbnnatiou of international partnerships, 
are Incoming free-floating entities whose 
anchors to home markets have been lift¬ 
ed. There is pressure on law firms to do 
the same. 

Lawyers also report diat clients are 
looking to simplify matters by choosing 
law firms that ofl’er-one-stop shopping” 
in the various countries where they are 
active. Intensifying competition among 
the global firms to retain major clients 
has. in at least one instance, caused a law 


LR SIDE Drafting and signing treaties has legal consequences 
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International agreements 
help rewrite Chinese law 
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‘This doesn’t look like Mao’s legal thinking...’ China’s Involvement with inter¬ 
national (aw Is beginning to affect Its own st atute books __ 

By Zhang Dan 45 onc of ll,L ' five ‘^elated 

timing WAS perfect. On July nuclear powers, China made cumpro- 
X29. the last Chinese nuclear ex- raises w hile fighting hard »• protect iLs 
I plosion thundered beneath the national interests during more than 
I Lop Nor Desert in the country's two years of haggling over die treaty. 
■ remote northwest. Hours Ofhie it's d,e kind uls.mauon 

I h«r, when the Geneva Cma ha* r« |U e„.ly found «- 

Conference on Disanoament jjn nijfi self m. As U.e cou.itrv- utes on 

reopened, the Chinese repre- BtlJIflU a greater mtenial.onal role and 

seutative declared that Cliina 


China has frequently found it¬ 
self in. As die country tikes on 
a greater international role and 
becomes more integrated with 



seaiauvc oecurcu uiai ...... , 

would indefinitely suspend all nuclear the world s economy, it is draltmg and 
tests and was ready to sign the Com- implementing more and more mterna- 
preheush-e Test Ban Trearv. u™ 31 ' aws and lreat,es - 


According to tiie Ministry of For¬ 
eign A flairs, since China has partici¬ 
pated in about 200 international 
treaties and agreements, and has been 
a .signatory state to almost all interna¬ 
tional treaties concluded since 1980. 
This iuvolvcMiicm is beginning to have 
an effect on China's own legal codes. 

-The Chinese government adopts a 
serious attitude tenvard all internation¬ 
al treaties and laws it has signed.or. rat¬ 
ified,” says Professor Liu Nanlai, a se¬ 
nior researcher of international laws 
with the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. When domestic laws contra¬ 
vene international ones radfied by Chi¬ 
na, the latter prevail, he says. 

In the past decades, according to 
Liu Nanlai, the Chinese government 
has amended many of its laws to get 
them in line with international conven¬ 
tions, calling this process “the docking 
of domestic laws with international 
practices.” 

“Acceding to international treades 
i.i absolutely necessary for a nation 
which has increasing international ex¬ 
changes” he says, adding that, “join¬ 
ing in the drafting process is also im¬ 
portant for protecting our national 
interests” 

China’s involvement in global law¬ 
making began in 1971 when Beijing won 
the Chinese seat in die United Nations 
formerly held by Taiwan. From the very 
beginning ofits participation in the draft¬ 
ing of intcmittional laws and treaties, 
China has always taken a stance in sup¬ 
port of developing countries. 


firm to open a foreign office at the request 
of just one large client. 

With such widespread global pres¬ 
ence, US firms can't help but make 
their mark on international legal prac¬ 
tices. Aspects of international com¬ 
mercial law that US firms have been in¬ 
strumental in developing include 
international arbitration, global tax ad¬ 
vice, privatizations, derivatives, inter¬ 
national intellectual property' and in¬ 
ternational banking. US legal practices 
are also omnipresent in an informal 
body of international law—ranging 
from insurance to acquisitions—that is 
recognized and used in all the world’s 
commercial centers, and enforced by 
large international arbitration bodies in 
Stockholm and Paris. 

Merow says his firm has built a sig¬ 
nificant global practice without practic¬ 
ing local law in foreign countries. His 


Says Counselor Liu Zhenmiin with 
the Treaty and Law Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Ours is a 
developing country, and we find that 
our interests are in common with those 
of other developing countries.” China 
followed this line of thought when it 
joined other nations in drafting the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea between 1973 and 
1982. So far, it is die most influential 
international treaty' that China has been 
involved with. 

China joined other developing 
countries in advocating the establish¬ 
ment of the 200-nautical-mile exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ),one of die most 
important terms of the law*. 

But on another .• . 


important issue, ’ « ^_ 

management of the 1116 UflUIBSC 
international sea- • .... 

bed and ocean 3 SfiflOUS 3ttltlf1 
floor exploitation, . _■ ■. 

China has (banged iHt6m3tl(H13l tfl 
its previous stance, . ■ ■ 

helping fashion a it MS SlgTlGB Or 
body of interna- . . ■ 

tional law that has OOlUBSuC 13WS E 
more in coinmon . . 

withihe interests of lllt8matlOMl OH 
developed nations. «. • . H 

Initially', China UflllUU tllG l3TT6l 
strongly backed 

the concept of a stiff tax on the exploits J 
tion of natural resources under the high 
seas. 

By 1991, however, China decided 
that it would need to mine resources 
on ocean floors in the future and had 
secured the mining rights to a 
150,000 square kilometer area in the 
south Pacific. Consequently, China 
joined those marine powers appeal¬ 
ing against the levying of duties on 
marine mining operations. An agree¬ 
ment was reached in this regard in 
1994,12 years after the convention 
was passed. 

As it grows stronger and richer, Chi- 


The Chinese government adopts 
a serious attitude toward ail 
international treaties and laws 
It has signed or ratified. When 
domestic laws contravene 
international ones ratified by 
China, the latter prevail 


firm drums up business in foreign mar¬ 
kets by essentially selling the merits of 
US law to gpvem certain deals. 

It is not a hard sell. “If you look 
around the world. US law and legal 
practice has permeated about every as¬ 
pect of cross-bor- .V ■ .ASA./A V,W 

der transactions,” mm ■ 
said Merow. “Con- IR THIHS MVC gl 

tracts are drafted in ■ 

the Ajneriran style, tO HMt tf)8 SOU 
covering matters 

more explicitly Bl UlBIF JBUltlM 

than they* do on the 

continenL New York [state] law is com¬ 
monly chosen for international com¬ 
mercial transactions, along with English 
law.” 

Merow' adds that New York law is fre¬ 
quently used even in deals not involving 
US partners and in particular for capital 
markets projects. He died the example 


na often finds it hard to stick to its tradi¬ 
tional stance all the time. “We must look 
to the future when our country becomes 
a marine power,” says Liu Nanlai. 

Counselor Liu Zhenmin of die For¬ 
eign Ministry also admits that, “We cer¬ 
tainly face the question of adjusting .or 
changing our position and thinking 
about issues linking China to the rest of 
the world but. since China is still a de¬ 
veloping country: any major change or 
adjustment won't happen now,” he says. 

This is true of the Chinese stance in 
the country's rune-year bid to join the 
World Trade Organization. China has 
insisted that it joins the WTO with oblig¬ 
ations of a developing country, but many 
WTO members think the Chinese mar- 
—ket is not open 
■ enough and ,are 

rnment adopts pres L g r»r 

itMiiinldl changes in its legal 

S toward ail and tax codes. 

. a I China asserts 

lues and laws that it has done its 

■J. J JIB - best in this re- 

itmetwnen gard. uu zh en - 

min dres China’s 
Utravene tariff reduction of 

j * 30 percent early 

S ratmod oy this year, adding 

mm that, “As a devel- 

[irSldli oping country, we 


US films have gone global mainly 
to meet the commercial needs 
of their multinational clients 


of a recent African copper mine financ¬ 
ing project involving a group of owners 
spread around the world—though none 
US domiciled—which chose New York 
law to govern the contract. “Of course 
they didn't want the whole deal riding on 
what might or might not be in Namibian 
law,” says Merow. 

Among the top US firms active 
abroad, some are high-priced hand- 
holders for their clients or “glorified trav¬ 
el agents,” as one attorney put iL Ocher 
firms like to jump into the fray for their 
dients locally. Bill Holland, a partner in 
the New York office of Chadboume Sc 
Parke, describes one recent case in which 
the firm represented a foreign investor in 
a Russian company. This investor was 
prevented from attending the annual 
shareholders’ meeting in which a new 
general director was elected. The court 
invalidated the new director's appoint¬ 
ment and all his subsequent decisions. 

“These are important precedents for 
the development of a rule of law in a sit¬ 
uation where local law wasn’t up to 
speed and the judge had no experience 
with the subject matter” says Holland. 

In many cases US firms are working 
directly with governments in the emerg¬ 
ing markets of Asia. Latin America, and 
Eastern Europe to draft laws, from con¬ 
stitutions and civil codes to commercial 
law's. According to a Washington-based 
attorney who requested anonymity, 
“You just can’t beat the experience of 
helping to frame a commercial code in 
getting a foothold in a market that may’ 
blossom into an important business cen¬ 
ter someday.” 

But while US lawyers have been 
ahead in many areas of the global 
game, especially in commercial mat¬ 
ters, the competition is stiffening from 
UK and German firms. “VVe are always 
■v ■ : v--; competing with 

. , ■ - ■ the other large 

nCglOMl mainly US international 

• I ■ firms, but now 

memai needs the beamy con - 

■ ■ a- _ tests include ma- 

lonal dients jor international 

law firms from 
many different countries” says 


William Matteson, a partner with De- 
bevoise & Plimpton in New York.® 

Brad Durham is the editor of 
Russia Portfolio, a Washington, 
D % C.-based newsletter on Russian 

SECURITIES. 


UK lawyers lead charge 

East Europe 
a market for 
capitalisms' 
rule book 
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can't fulfill obliga¬ 
tions beyond our capacity.” 

“Every- international treaty or law is a 
result ofdisputes and compronuses ” ob¬ 
serves Liu Nanbi while discussing the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty-, which 
was finally derailed by India’s refusal to 
sign iL 

"In the process of drafting an inter¬ 
national treaty or convention, every 
country tries to get the most for its own 
national interests,” he says, “Cliina is no 
exception.”® 

Zhang Dan writes for China 
Features, a division oftheBeuinc- 
based Xinhua news agency. 


By Heather Rowe and Alan Black 

T he shingle hanging outside a for¬ 
eign law firm is often the most tan¬ 
gible evidence people have that 
law is being globalized. But it is 
also relatively unimportant. What 
matters is the adoption of one 
country’s laws and practices into the le¬ 
gal system of another. 

The overthrow' of Communist gov- 

REPORTIXG emn, . CnB 111 Eastern Eu - 

~FR OM~ rope in recent years shows 

rnunnu ~ hovV successfully certain 
UHIIIIHI -areas, of law can be ex¬ 
ported. Large swathes of 
the US securities and anti-trust statutes, 
for example, were imported by these 
countries when they decided to rum cap 
italisu 

In Czechoslovakia, the Velvet Revolu¬ 
tion and the subsequent separation in 
1993 of the Czech and Slovak Republics 
led to die emergence of a market-based 
economy and, since then, the Czech Gov¬ 
ernment has implemented an ambitious 
program of economic reform designed to 
establish a free market economy through 
the privatization of state enterprises, 
deregulation and the modernization of the 
bank system and money' markets. By 
1991, US and UK firms were opening of¬ 
fices in Prague to capitalize on their un¬ 
derstanding ofdie legal framework “bor¬ 
rowed” by the Czech reformers. . 

Several areas of East European law 
have also been borrowed from other 
countries. The documentation for inter- 
CAPITALISM’S RULES RaGE 2 
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While inarching the 
Olympics two weeks 
ago, the scene that 
touched me most 
deeply was the sight of 
athletes from the Peo¬ 
ple's Republic of Chi¬ 
na and athletes from 
the Republic of China 
on Taiwan encourag¬ 
ing and congratulating 
each other. I am a citi¬ 
zen of the Republic of 
China,yet this scene of 
brotherhood remind¬ 
ed me that, regardless 
of the color of our 
passports, Chinese 
should help Chinese. 

I share with many 
of my compatriots an 
ideal vision ofChina in 
the twenty-first centu¬ 
ry: a country governed 
by the rule of law, 
where fundamental human rights are 
protected and preserved; a country 
motivated by the free-market system, 
with economic opportunity for all; a 
country which benefits from universal 
education, where every citizen con¬ 
tributes to national development; a 
country united in purpose, where the 
specter of civil war is banished. Such a 
vision is perhaps coo ambitious to be 
quickly accomplished. Instead, we 
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must work within the constraints ofre- 
alpolitik to achieve that which is im¬ 
mediately possible. 

Taiwan is currently the second- 
largest investor in mainland China, 
with the majority of that investment 
fiinneled through Hong Kong. When 
Hong Kong reverts to the mainland 
next year, the P.R.C. and the R.O.C. 
will have the opportunity to strength¬ 
en their existing ties with a successful 
trade agreement. The R.O.C. has al¬ 
ready suggested the establishment of a 
special trade zone to achieve this end. 
In addition, the R.O.C. government is 
in the process of establishing an “Asia- 
Pacific Regional Operations Center” 
with extensive facilities for manufac¬ 
turing, sea and air transportation, me¬ 
dia, telecommunications, and financial 
activities. Such a center could assist in 
directing the flow of trade and invest¬ 
ment with the mainland. - 

Most important to this process is che 
re-opening of the channels of negotia¬ 
tion between the two sides. Talks be¬ 
tween the R.O.C.-based Straits Ex¬ 
change Foundation and the P.R.C.'s 
Association for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Straits were indefinite¬ 
ly suspended in July of . 

1995. It is imperative 
that communi¬ 
cation be- • *’ 

tween 


these two groups be restored if there is 
to be any hope of reconciliation. 

Ever)’ Chinese schoolchild learns 
the story of the Tsao brothers, who 
lived in the third century. Upon the 
death of their father. Tsao Tsao, the el¬ 
der brother, Tsao Pei, ascended to the 
throne. However, Tsao Pei’s younger 
brother, Tsao Tse. was more favorably 
regarded in court, and his older broth¬ 
er plotted to kill him. One day, the two 
brothers were out walking. Tsao Pei 
challenged Tsao Tse to compose a 
poem in seven paces: his failure to do 
so would result in his death. Tsao Tse 
accordingly recited the following 
poem, and his life was spared: Firing 
the beanstalks to cook the beans. The 
beans are crying in the pod: We are 
both sprung from the same root. Why 
are you in such haste to cook me? 

—Eddy Tsai, Director 
Information Division 
Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office. Boston 
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national bond issues follows standard in¬ 
ternational bond market practices: most 
of the issues so far have been governed by 
English law and meet the requirements for 
listing on the London Stock Exchange. 
Company law in the Czech Republic is 
very similar to that in the UK. whereas the 
Czech Commercial Code, introduced in 
1992. was influenced greatly by the 
commercial laws of neighboring Aus¬ 
tria and Germany. This is a prime ex¬ 
ample of how an area of law has been 
almost entirely imported from anoth¬ 
er country. 

Globalization has been achieved 
not just by the w illing ness of coun¬ 
tries to incorporate foreign laws into 
commercial contracts, hut also by 
the determination of lawyers to ex¬ 
tend their practices into foreign 
countries. US firms were the first to 
embrace globalization, some say be¬ 
cause the US legal market was satu¬ 
rated at the time and did not proride 
the potential for growth. 

The tendency to use UK law as 
opposed to US law, where this oc¬ 
curs, is due partly to a reluctance to 
change (the n umb er of English 
precedents is increasing and local 
lawyers are gaining experience in 
UK law) and partly to the advantages 
gained from a common set of prac¬ 
tices. Foreign corporations, for in- 


UK and US law to govern contracts. 
Several countries there permit parties 
to sign contracts governed by external 
legal codes provided that the relevant 
transaction has a sufficient ‘‘foreign el¬ 
ement”—if at least one of the parties to 
the transaction is a foreign entity, for ex¬ 
ample. British law is often applied sim¬ 
ply because many large commercial 
contracts involve UK-based companies. 

The export of legal codes is not the 



‘I think they must be a delegation from the 
British legal profession!* 


stance, see Europe as having an in¬ 
creasingly accessible legal framework. 
This encourages even small companies 
to acquire a base within the EU, since 
the legal obstacles to conducting busi¬ 
ness throughout Europe have been 
greatly reduced by che common princi¬ 
ples finding their way into the commer¬ 
cial law codes of most nations. 

In East Europe, there is also a more 
direct reason for the increasing use of 


only interesting development in the glob¬ 
alization oflaw. In recent years, account¬ 
ing firms have been expanding their 
presence in the “’legal” market. Many of 
the large accounting firms in the UK now 
have their own in-house legal depart¬ 
ments—or associated legal firms—which 
are fully able to deal with the needs of 
their clients. British law firms, not sur¬ 
prisingly, see this as a threat. 

Some critics of this trend argue that 
combined law/accounting firms can 


never work. As auditors and accoun¬ 
tants there is a disclosure requirement, 
an obligation to report on wrong-doing 
by clients that affects the conduct of 
their business. Lawyers, on the other ^ 
hand, are duty-bound to protect the • 1 
client—who is innocent until proven 
guilty—thus giving rise to a conflict. It 
may he impossible to audit and at the 
same rime provide legal advice to the 
same client. 

The advantage that accounting 
firms have over their purely legal 
counterparts is threefold. Firat, their 
business went “global” earlier than 
that oflawyers, and their experience 
serving the tax needs of multina¬ 
tional corporations gives them an 
edge in this new field. Secondly, 
they can offer one-stop shopping. It 
is an enormous advantage to have a 
law firm inside a worldwide struc¬ 
ture of auditors, accountants, and 
management consultants. They can 
offer clients involved in cross-bor¬ 
der d eals a huge, connected network 
of professionals. 

Another reason for the accoun- . 
rants * success in this area is that they 
have the money to attract the best 
lawyers. They can also afford to take 
early losses to attract and retain 
clients. 

The situation is worse for French 
lawyers, or avocais. In 1992 the French 
bar decided to amalgamate the legal 
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profession, bringing avocais and conseUs 
juridiques et fiscals together under one 
roof. This conferred the status and privi¬ 
leges of avocats onto the conseils ju- 
rUUquesct fiscals in the accounting firms. 
Now the legal departments -of the “Big 
Six” accounting firms all rank within the 
top ten legal consultants in France.® 
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Camilla Granaasen, Account Executive 
The WorldPaper, 210 World Trade Center 
Boston. MA 02210. USA 
Teh 617-439-5400 Fax: 617-439-5415 - 
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English Language Institute 


Why study at Delaware? 

■ Small Classes 

• Private Tutoring 

• Institutional TOEFL 

• Available credit courses 

• Low cost of living 

• Safe, friendly, small town 

• Host family program 

- American language partners 

- Cultural acriviries/field crips 

■ Full University facilities 

• Housing placement 

• Outstanding university degree 
programs 

- Conditional admissions for 
undergraduates 




IVERSITYof 

.WARE 


Programs: 

• Intensive English 

• English for Academic Purposes 

■ Business English Training 

• U.S.A- Study Tours 

■ English Language Teacher Training 

■ Summer International Business Institute 

• American Law and Legal English Institute 

• Short term language/cultural programs 
The University of Delaware to ao Equal Opportunity Unlveniry 


Contact: English Language Institute WT, University of Delaware 
189 W. Main Street. Newark. DE 19716-2588 
FAX: (302) S31-6765 Tel: (302) 831-2674 
e-mail: ELlioim vs.udel.edu 
h trp^/www. udeL edu/ln dFrog/eli/1 cUpage.html 


The Center for English as a Second Language 

Southern Illinois University - CarbondaJe, Illinois 
Study Intensive English 
■Intensive English 25-30 hours/week 


■8-week loros August-May 
■Tuition per 8-week term: 51300.00 


■Two 6-week terms May-Angusi 
■Tuition per 6-week term $1200.00 
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For more information write: 

Director. CE5L, Southern Illinois University. Carbondaie. Illinois 62901-1518. USA. 
Telephone: (6181453-2265 Fax: (6181453-6527 e-mail: cesl@siu.edu 


University of California, Riverside 


|)| WHEELING 
JESUIT UNIVERSITY 

(| ^KtentuUiom'Institute. 

Intensive English Courses 

\Four Week Sessions Year Round) 

9 Levels 

TOEFL Preparation 
TOEIC Preparation 

I Certified TOEIC Testing Center) 


CONTACT 


Isabel Harrarwp 
Wheeling Jesuit University 
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003, U.S.A. 
PHONE (304) 243-2412 
FAX (304) 243-2243 


Sale 
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Founded in 2854. Rich in tradition and history. High acad¬ 
emic quality. Diverse student body. Personal attention to 
foreign students. Historic ocean location near Boston. 

English as a Second Language Programs 

• TOEFL Preparation • Small Classes 

• Year-Round Programs • Affordable Costs 

• 6 or 12 Week Programs • 9.15 or 25 Class Hours/week 


For Information and Applications Contact: 

Center for International Education 
Salem State College. 352 Lafayette Street 
Salem. Massachusetts, 01970 USA 
Phone (508) 741-6351 Fax (508) 740-7104 
email: mdrucker@raecn.mass.edu 


California State 
University, 

Los Angeles 



Study intanshtB English In Southern California 
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l-20s Issued, 

On Campus Housing Available 


“It's the Beat” -YumI Qoto 


American Culture and Language Program 
CalltemlM State University. Los Angeles 
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Lem English, 


International Education Programs at UCR Extension ojfers a 
wriefy ofyear-round English language programs and . | k / »" 

DitoMK dag time professional certificate programs * 







English Language Programs 


■ Intensive English Program (4 weeks; 10 weeks) 

■ Conversation and American Couture Procram (3-1 weeks) 

■ English for International Business (4 weeks; 10 weeks) 

■ Improving Oral Flueno Procram (4 weeks; 10 weeks) 

■ Arts and Humanities Procrams (4 weeks; 10 weeks) 

m Design-) our-Own Program (English and uKovEztsm classes) 

■ Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages - TESOL 
(4-week: ’*-Morrm) 


■ UMVEKSny PREMJM 770 N PaOJHAM 

P rofessional Programs _ 

Intensive Format (2- to 4-week, daytime cefotficate procrams) 
MANAGEMENT 

■ Management for International Executives weeks - Keb_ Aug.) 

■ Marketing 13 weeks - March) 

■ Banking and Finance (3 weeks - Ma-i, November) 

■ hum an Res ources Management (3 weeks - November) 

■ LNvwfoicr. Warehouse and Logistics Management f4 weeks - Fes.) 

■ Management of Not-For-Proftt Organizations (3 weeks - June) 

ENVURONTVffJVTAL, MANAGEMENT & ENERGY 

■ Air Quality Management 12 weeks - April) 

■ Alternative Energy Technologies 13 weeks - Mat) 

■ Pollution Prevention and Control i4 weeks - Oct.) 

■ CIS - Geographic Information Systems (Z weeks - November) 

LAW 

■ The American Legal System U weeks - iawak* July) 

CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS 

■ Custom-designed programs available year-round 


■ 
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F> 1 R MORE information. PLEASE contact- 

IfJ.URNATIOKAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS., UnivFRSITY OF CAI IFPHM,A R 

7*00 Uatvansrrr Avenue. Dor. wpl R lv ^,o, CA S^OzTs^U 

UCR £ r ;? UC X-UCKEDu Phone: (909) 787^346 Fax, (909^787-3748 
Wnn site: 
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AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 


& dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite channels, direct telethon* 
z^^^^^aamtaaOsyou may need} ~ ^ 

24 hrs services, 

Sgjgpj*?^ - Travel arrangements - Bonking at mtnattg, 
cards are honored. 

ij^j^oy^CHebraJc whatever occasion you have in our Coffee shop at Othefo Terras, 

Wsirrus TQ^MOItLSW&USES 

~ - Tfi»a AlaH Tel. 837175 ^ICmTl - 



Programs on JTV 
from 26 October-1 November 


iucation * 


The \\ oruiPiipct'i -! 

iucation I MBA j,- 
Directories \f- 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Adventures of Mickey 
and Donald 

2:30— Bold and Beautiful 
2:45—Just The Job 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4:30—Chris Cross 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Futures (Educational) 
5:15—Blue Heelers 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Something Wilder 
8:01—New Literacy (Doc) 

8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Lois and Clarke 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Return to Lonesome 
Dove (Best Seller) 

12:00—Feature Film 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Fievels American Tails 
2 JO—You Bet Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—World Net (Doc) 

4:30—The Famous Five 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Our world. Their 
world 

5:15—Search and Rescue 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 




ACROSS 

1 Plwawith 
arid 

5 Ratfish 
ID Father of 
Seth 

14 Fragrance 

15 To one side 
IS Renovate 
17 WghtfuBy 
19 Egyptian 


20 Engfish 
writer and 
poet 

21 Looks 
toward to 

23 Ventured 

25 Native oh 
suff. 

26 Certain bird 
29 Accelerate 

(with "up*) 

31 Lab burners 
34 Dunne and 
Ryan 

36 A Caesar . 

38 Advantage 

39 FootiBce part 

40 Lose hope 


43 Parseghain 

DOWN 

30 Bywayot 

44 BasebaiTs 

1 Doilies 

32 Consent 

Slaughier 

2 Concept 

33 Chairs 

46 Coun 

3 Deficit 

35 Usanoedte 

47 Kindotture 

4 Fine 

and thread 

49 Oregon 

crtnawaia 

37 indistinct 

caprtal 

5 RalisJi 

41 French 
coin 

51 Amerind 

6 Firsi game 

42 Wickerwork 

53 Heads: Fr. 

ol the 

54 Gardner o( 

season 

material 

rams 

7 Young 

45 Threescore 

55 Bedstead 

teflow 

and ten 

supports 

8 Gardner ot 

48 Nazi secret 

57 Football 

whodunits 

pohee 

pass 

9 Hades over 

50 Deface 

61 A France 

10 Short 

52 Lodyot 

65 kC — 

melody: var. 

Aslolat 

66 Named 

11 Otispring 

56 Show 

68 Violent 

12 Mine 

sponsor 

disorder 

entrance 

57 Hog let 


69 Inaccotti 

70 Covered 
with colored 
spots 

71 Repuefiate 

72 Resist 
authority 

73 Greek 

mountain 


13 Lichen 

18 Bellowed 

22 Dessert of a 
kind 

24 Czars 

26 Kelps with 
the dishes 

27 Scene ot 
action 

28 Ruin 


58 Gattcfriond 

59 Jewish 
month 

60 — majesty 

62 A Skinner 

63 Dregs 

W OW Norse 
poetry 
coHocttoi 

67 Cry 
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WOLUTCOS 


SlKSlU IS THE 
?ErS 0« w«o is 
TOO BUSY TO 
worry in the 

PAYTIME AMP 
TOO SLEE?Y TO 

worry at 
NI&HT. 



8:01—Auto Classics 
8 JO—Album Show 
9:10—Blacke's Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Madson 
11:15—Miami Vice 
12:00—Yes Minister 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Muppet Show 
2 JO—Bold and Beautiful 
3:00— French Program 
4:00—Nature's Inventions 
4:30—Hey Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosanne 
8:01—Disaster Chronicle 
(Doc) 

8:30—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Return to Lonesome 
Dove 

11:15—Bodies Of Evidence 
12:00—Dad’s Army 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 
2:20—Adventures on The 
Rainbow Pond 
2 JO—I Love Lucy 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—At The Zoo 
4J0—Alf 
5:00—News Flash 


Suit Trek , Tuesday at 7:35 pm 

5:02—Fun with Physics 1 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 2 

8:01—Magazine Zero-One 2 

8:30—Encounter 2 

9:10—Star Trek 2 

10:00—News at Ten 3 

10JO—China Beach 3 

11:15—Mission Impossible 5 

12:00—Are You Being Served 5 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Muppet Show 
2:30—Bold and Beautiful 
3:00— French Programs 
4:00—Earth Revealed 
4:30—Blizzard Island 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—The Adventurers 
5:30—Kelly 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Four Seasons 
8:01—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—NBA 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Bugs (Drama) 
11:15—Hart To Hart 


Amman cinemas 

Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

Judgement Night 
Plaza (tel: 699238): 

Whims [Arabic) 

Concord / (tel: 677420): 

Up Close and Personal 
The Scarlet Letter 
Concord II (tel: 677420): 

Nasser *56 (Arabic) 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Documentary 
8:01—Secret Weapons 
8J0—Hunter 
9:10—V.R.5, The Virtual 
Reality (science Fiction) 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Classic Movie 
12:00—Family Matters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCA1S 

SAMEDI 

3:00—Documentaire 

Li France jux 1000 
vilLigcs 

3:30—Emission jeunesse 
Felt do behes 
6:00—Serie 
J;ick 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMAN CHE 

3:00—Emission jeunes&e 
Cajuu 

3:30—Divertissement 

Week-ends spcciaux 
■ Peter Gabriel- 
6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports ei musique 

LUNDI 

3:00—Varietes 
L'integr.ile 
-EJJy Mitchell - 
3:30—Documentaire 

Travelling gourmet 
6:00—Magazine ~ 
Cassioptfe 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins aiumes 
3:15—Magazine 
Momagne 



12:00—Who Is The Buss 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Iris 

2:15—Orid and the Gang 

2:30—Take Your Pick 

3:00— Covington Cross 

3:30— Feature Film 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02— Continuation of Film 

5:30— French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—UN Facts 

8:01—American Chart Show 

8:30—Material World 

9:10—Rung Fu 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Feature Filin 

12:00—Tara tala 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Iris 

2:15—Muppet Show 

2:30—Play a bout 

3:00—See How They Grow 

3:15—French Programs 

4:10—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Name Your Adventure 


# Robbie Williams 
new additions to the 


i Ciiade.'le d 'altitude-* 

6 : 00 —Serie 

La lumierc des juste*. 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCK ED I 

3:00—Jeux 

Pvramide 
3 JO—Strie 

Le> compagnons de 
l’a venture 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports e: musique 

JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 
Le monde est 
a vous 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 
L'ecole des fans 
5:30—Magazine 

Envoye special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


and Peter Andre attend a photoshoot to promote 
line up for next Month 's MTV Music Awards. 


Video releases 

"THE QUEST" (MCA/Universal, ): Jean-Claude 

Van Damme made his debut as a director with this adventure, 
in which he also suits as — surprise, surprise — a kickbox¬ 
ing expert who becomes one of the contenders in a tradition¬ 
al competition in Tibet. However, he Mill has to contend with 
the underworld background from which he's emerged; Roger 
Moore and James Remar also have major roles. ** (PG-13: 
P, Vi 

"KIDS IN THE HALL BRAIN CANDY" (Paramount): 

Marking possibly the final time the original mem¬ 
bers of the Canadian comedy troupe will be seen together— 
since Dave Foley, now of NBC’s “ NeusRadio, , " reportedly 
has severed his ties to it — this comedy finds the gang 
involved in the problems that are generated when an untesi- 
ed drug is released to the public too soon, resulting in mass 
euphoria. ** (R: AS, P) 

COMING SOON: "BEFORE AND AFTER" (Holly¬ 
wood, Sept. 24); Meryl Streep and Liam Neeson pby a cou¬ 
ple divided on whether their son could have murdered his 
girlfriend. (PG-13) 

“BOTTLE ROCKET'' (Columbia/TriStar, SepL 
24); Director Wes Anderson’s acclaimed comedy centers on 
a youthful crime spree; James Caan is in the cast. (R) 

“A THIN UNE BETWEEN LOVE & HATE ” (New Line. 
SepL 24): Martin Lawrence plays a ladies' man who irks a 
lethal woman (Lynn Whitfield) in this comedy-thriller. (R) 

“TWO MUCH“ (Touchstone, SepL 24): Antonio Ban¬ 
deras plays a man who finds himself falling for his would- 
be bride’s (Melanie Griffith) sister (Daryl Hannah). 

.(■PG-M) c ^ Tribune Medi» Soviets 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Du jobs that require 
intense concentration, while the 
moon’s in Scorpio. Anticipate 
changes. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Dues 
and fees dig deep into your savings. 
You may even go over into the debit 
column. Sports activities could lead 
to great friendships and maybe even 
romance. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). These 
days are very productive — if you 
and your partner work together 
instead of arguing. Shop carefully 
and find an amazing treasure. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Stick 
to business — no excuses. A change 
in roommates or something about 
your living arrangements disrupts 
your schedule. 

Cancer (June 22-Jtdy 22). Watch 
for a passionate person’s playful 
glance. This could be the start of • 
something big. Don't make a date — 
you won't have time. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Make deci¬ 
sions concerning your family and/or 
living arrangements. A sports date 
leads to a pleasant surprise. Check 
your work carefully. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). A friend 
can help you with a difficult assign¬ 
ment. Let people know what you 
need. Your room could get ail messed 
up. Don’t freak out. 

Libra (SepL 23-OcL 23). Money 
comes in and goes out in rapid suc¬ 
cession. Channel some of it into sav¬ 
ings. Discuss lofty ideas with a 
fascinating person. 

Scorpio (Oct- 24-Nov. 21). Your 
team will win, due to your inspired 
coaching. Focus on finances or you'll 
wonder where the money went. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dcc. 21). 
Comply with bureaucratic regula¬ 
tions. It’s not worth the bother to 
argue. Your opinion will carry more 
weight soon. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Your friends can get you the inside 
information. Consult a supervisor in 
private and catch a potential problem 
before it gels bigger. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
can’t win an argument with a stub¬ 
born person. Wail and achieve your 
goal by going through friends. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
and your supervisor arc on different 
wavelengths, especially when dis¬ 
cussing religion or philosophy. Leant, 
but also (each. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You can leam whatever 
you want to know this year. Be per- 

© 1994. TriNmc M«Jj» S*rvte« 


1* CWo ‘ Handle With Care 

^ By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

* East-West vulnerable. South deals, suits and tolerance for opening bid- 


NORTH 

49 

S?Q1084 
0 A Q J 4 3 
+ J105 

EAST 


North 

2 0 
3NT 


WEST EAST 

*KQJ87 *432 

<?9 <2 K J 7 5 3 2 

0K965 0102 

4> A 8 3 *74 

SOUTH 
A A 10 6 5 
tfA6 
087 

+ KQ962 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

14* 14 2 0 Pass 

2 NT Pass 3NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

Ask expens which of the myriad 
conventions in common use today 
they consider an essential weapon in 
iheir arsenal, and we venture to sug¬ 
gest that the Negative Double would 
win overwhelmingly. This is a dou¬ 
ble by responder of an ovcreall as a 
takeout bid rather than for penalties. 

A Negative Double by North of 
West's one-spade overcall on this 
auction would have shown the red 


Jumble 


UiKcrantfalt these Tour words, one 

teller iu melt square, to form four /T" ‘"""‘TTTT ' 

ardlnur.i words. I bcttiyMUntey 

I . \n. r 


TRAAL 


DULIF 


ISUMMUE 


ZEEWEH 


WHAT THE WELL- 
TO-QO GANPy 
MAKER ENJCYEP. 


Now arrange the rinded tellers in farm 
the surprise answer, its suggested by 
the above cartoon. 


Answer hen*: THE 


3 jn 133AVS 

HH1 — paAofua la.'jeui Xpura op-oi-naw aqi icq<v\ ja.wsuv 

HZ3HHA\ wnasniM ennu nvnv sjaMsuv 


der’s suit — a perfect description of 
North’s hand. Since North-South 
were not employing the convention. 
North opted for a free two-level 
response in a suit higher ranking than 
opener’s, and an uncomfortable 
three-no-trump contract was the 
result. 

West led the king of spades and, 
when declarer held up the ace, con¬ 
tinued with the queen. A second 
holdup by South forced West to 
switch, since a spade continuation 
would concede a second trick in the 
suit The nine of hearts was covered 
by the ten and jack ami taken with 
the ace, and the jack of diamonds 
was successfully finessed. West 
emulated declarer by twice holding 
up the ace of clubs when the jack 
was led from the table and a low club 
to the nine provided access to the 
closed hand. 

Declarer used the eniiy to repeat 
the diamond finesse, then cashed the 
ace, discarding the ten of spades 
from hand, in the hope the suit would 
break. When it did not, declarer exil¬ 
ed with the ten of clubs to West’s 
ace. West could cash the king of dia¬ 
monds, but was then obliged to put 
declarer back on play with a spade, 
and two good clubs gave South a 
total of nine tricks. 


|! Words of j 
! j Wisdom ; 

j When children begin to ask j 
! I questions, parents soon find 
j ! out how little they know. j 

i j • • • 

| 1 A quarrel cannot take place ) 
! unless two parties participate, i 

m m m i 

i Compassion gets more | 

• accomplished ihan condem-! 

| nation. ; 

,| • • • I 

i ' If you wish to improve I 
j your memory, improve your 
j attention span, 
i 

j • * * i 

Big words fool little peo-1 

! p |e - ! 

• • • 

I ! An excuse is a well-dressed i 


Character is the one thing 
you can take with you. 

© 1996. Tribune Mnfia Scram I 


[TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 



SlApStIX- 

Solitude is the 
mother 
of anxieties. 


O 19*6. Tribune Media Scniccs 
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^fStar 
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And save ! ! 
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The Star 
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Jacques Chirac est arrive en Jordanie 


Supplement en fransais du Star 


Le Jourdain consacre cette seraaine une page speciale a T occasion 
de la visite du president francais Jacques Chirac en Jordanie. 
Arrive hier soir, le president francais a immediatement rencontre le 
roi Hussein. II prononcera ce matin un discours sur le theme «Islam et 
societe» devant les deux chambres du Parlement jordanien, avant de 
donner une conference de presse en compagnie du roi Hussein. 
Jacques Chirac s’envolera ensuite en fin d’apres-midi pour le Liban 
ou il restera jusqu’a samedi. Sa toume au Proche-Orient s’achevera 
samedi soir, apres une visite de quelques heures en Egypte. 



Interview 


«Assurer I’equilibre de la region» 


Visite au Proche-Orient 


Pour M.Bernard Bajolet, Ambassadeur de France en Jordanie, la 
situation actuelle regionale se prete a un role politique accru de la 
France et de l’Europe. Celui-ci pourrait passer par un co-parrai- 
nage du processus de paix aux cotes des Etats-Unis et de la Russie. 


Avez-VOUS ]'impres¬ 
sion que le moment soit pro¬ 
pice pour que la France joue 
un role politique plus impor¬ 
tant dans la region? 

11 y a une aueme dans la re¬ 
gion. 11 y avait d’ailleuts depuis 
longtemps une attente de la 
France, attente qui a longtemps 
£te sous-esiim 6 e a Paris. On a 
_ le sentiment qu’il y a une ambi¬ 
ance qui se prete k un role ac¬ 
cru de la France et de l’Europe 
dans la region. 

II y a de noire cote une vo- 
lonte* d'etre present dans cette 
region qui n'est pas une volonte 
k court terme parce que nous 
sommes life a cette region par 
tomes sortes de liens histo- 
riques. affectifs, cuJrurels, et 
dconomiques. Tout ce qui vibre 
dans cette region nous fait 
Igalemenl vibrer. C'est une rf- 
gion oil nous avons une partie 
de nos racines el c'est une re- 
‘gion'dont la stability et la pros- 
pdriid nous importenL Pour 
nous, le bassin mediterranfien, 
d’une tagon gfnfirale, est une 
priorite.- 

II faut ajouter a cela que le 
processus de paix. qui parais- 
sail bien parti, connaii des diffi- 
cultes cl que dans cette con- 
joncrure bien particuliere. le 
role de la France est encore 
plus important. 


n’est pas vraiment un systerae 
dquilibrfi et qu'il n'est pas non 
plus totalemem neutre. Je pense 
qu'une presence europdenne ai- 
derait a assurer un certain €qui- 
libre car sans equilibre, il n'y a 
pas de confiance. et sans con- 
fiance. on ne pent pas avancer. 
C'est done de I'inter&t de route 
les parties, et done aussi 
d'Israel, qu'il y ait un certain 
gquilibre et une certaine con- 
fiance. 


Cette aspiration franpaise 
ne se heurte-t-elle pas a la vo¬ 
lonte des Israeliens de limiter 
le role de l'Europe dans le 
processus de paix a un cole 
economique? 

Le processus de paix ne peut 
avancer que dans l'£quilibre. 
Or. I'lquilibre. actuellement.-■ 
n'existc pas. Je ne meis en 
cause aucun des acteurs. Mais 
je constate simplement une 
chose: le systeme de co- 
parrainage tel qu'il fonctionne 
actueliemem n'est pas sazisfai- 
sant. Je constate que ce systeme 


Sous quelle forme la 
France et l'Europe peuvent- 
elles partidper plus active- 
meat au processus de paix? 

Il y a un m£diateur amgricain 
qui participe aux negotiations 
de paix. On n'a pas besoin de 
deux mediateurs car ce serai t 
plutot un Element de complica¬ 
tion. Mais il y a d'autres mo- 
yens d'etre present. Nous pen- 
sons que si nous gtions co- 
parrains aux cotes des Etats- 
Unis et de la Russie. cela assu- 
rerait un plus grand 6 qui fibre 
du processus de paix. Dans ce 
role de co-parrainage, il s'agit 
surtout de s'assurer que les 
rigles du jeu sont bien respec- 
tees. 

L'Europe n'a pas le statut de 
co-parrain sur !e plan juridique. 
Nous, nous suggerons qu'elle 
1 ‘ait car elle est ddja co-panrain 
de fait. Elle est ptesente par ce 
qu'elle dit Ainsi, le fait qu'elle 
ait indiqufi. aprfes les dvene- 
ments s an glams qui ont fait 85 
morts dans les terriroires pales- 
tiniens et en Israel, ce qui lai 
parais sail etre les bases d'un ac¬ 
cord entne Palestiniens et Isra£- 
iiens est trfes important. Done 
l'Europe. d'ores et dejlu joue un 
r61e qui n'est pas seulement un 
role Economique mais qui est 
un aussi role politique. 11 est 
certain que si ce role fitait offi¬ 
cialise. cel equilibre serait en¬ 
core mieux assure. 



La ferveur franpaise des Palestiniens 

Le president frangais Jacques Chirac a regu hier un accueil 
particulierement chaleureux dans les territoires palestiniens 
ou il a rappele devant le Conseil legislatif la volonte de la 
France de voir les droits des Palestiniens respectes. 





M.Bemard Bajolet, Ambassadeur de France en Jordanie. 


Mais ce rdJe peut-il etre of¬ 
ficialise si seulement une des 
deux parties le souhaite? 

La paix. de route fapon. ne 
peut pas se faire tout seul. Une 
seule partie ne peut pas faire la 
paix avec elle meme. Pour cette 
raison, il n'appartient pas k une 
seule des partie de dire en quoi 
doit consister la paix et com¬ 
ment die doit etre organisde. 
Pour que la paix soit faice. il 
faut qu’il y ait ceue atmosphere 
de confiance. Or. je le fepfete. je 
suis persuade que l'Europe peut 
contribuer k cette confiance. 


la Rdpubfique lancera un mes¬ 
sage qui est un message poli¬ 
tique fort. 


La partie jordanienne de la 
toornie prfeadentielle reveti- 
ra-t-elle un caraefere poli¬ 
tique aussi fort que dans les 
autres pays visit&? 

L'ensemble du voyage du 
president de la RtipuWique est 
un voyage tits politique. Le fait 
qu'il engjobe l'ensemble des 
partenaires de la rdgion montre 
que ce sont les aspects poli- 
liques qui dominenL Depuis la 
Jordanie. comme depuis les au¬ 
tres pays visiles, le president de 


Les relations fconomiques 
ou culturelles entre la France 
et la Jordanie seront-elles 
aussi abordees au cours de 
cette visite? 

Le but de cette visite est bien. 
sflr aussi de renforcer les rela¬ 
tions bilaterales avec chacun 
des partenaires parce que pour 
etre present dans une rdgion. il 
faut non seulement repondre 
aux attentes politiques. mais il 
faut en meme temps renforcer 
les liens avec chacun des pays, 
chacun des peuplcs qui font 
partie de cette region. C'est le 
cas pour la Jordanie. Le voyage 
est I'occasion de confirmer le 
caractbre tout k fait exception- 
nel et amical de nos relations. 11 
permettra aussi d'enregistrer de 
nouvelles avanc 6 es dans le do- 
maine economique et culturel. 


"Le peifp/e de Pa¬ 
lestine assiege iruerpelle le 
peuple de France* Voilh no- 
tamment ce que i'on pouvaic 
lire sur l'une des innombrables 
banderoles placdes dans les 
rues de Gaza pour accueillir le 
president Chirac et saluer 
1 'amitfe fran co-pales LLnienne- 
Dans les jours precedents cette 
visite. Gaza avait connu un gi- 
gantesque nettoyage, les ou- 
vriers travaillant jour et nuit 
pour d^corer et blanchir les 
mu i s de la ville, ainsi 
qu'installer des drapeaux 
francais dans les rues. Gaza, 
que Napoteon d&rivait comme 
"la pone de I’Asie et le pom 
pour I'Afrique* s'est en effet ac- 
tivement pnSparee pour accueil¬ 
lir I'heritier du gendral de 
Gaulle. *Le batisseur de la paix 
des braves*. comme le d&rit 
sou vent Yasser Arafat qui aims 
declarer qu'il cherche toujours 
«un De Gaulle israilien». 

Le peuple palestinien 
n'oublie pas les positions coura- 
geuses du ginfral de Gaulle. A 


I’occasion de cette visite de 
Gaza, une rue Charles de 
Gaulle a d'ailleurs inaugu- 
n 6 e par Jacques Chirac. 

La visite du president Chirac 
dans les territoires palestiniens 
a suscitg une ’grande satisfac¬ 
tion parmi la population. 
Jacques Chirac n'Etait certes 
pas le premier chef d'Etal h se 
rendrc dans les territoires et no- 
tamment k Gaza, la capitale pa- 
Iestinienne. D a et£ pr 6 ccd 6 , en¬ 
tre autres, par le Premier 
ministre britannique, le presi¬ 
dent cure et le chef d'Etat portu- 
gais. Mais il est le premier k 
s’fitre adress€ hier matin devant 
le Conseil legislatif palestinien 
de Ramallah, e'est-i-dire le 
parlement palestinien dhi en 
Janvier dernier. 

Selon les propos de Philippe 
Slguin, president de 
I'Assembld nationale fnan^aise, 
le fait de prendre ia parole de¬ 
vant cette assemble £quivalait 
pour les Palestiniens k une re¬ 
connaissance de facto d un Etat 
palestinien. 


Propos recueillis par 
Olivier Bras 


«Construire un Etat democratique» 

Dans le discours qu’il a prononed hier matin devant les 88 
dgputds du Conseil ldgislatif palestinien, le president Jacques 
Chirac a apporte son soutien aux prindpales revendlcations des 
Palestiniens. «ll convient que les accords signis soient respec¬ 
ts. dans leur lettre mais aussi dans leur esprit Des it present, 
il foul que s 'arrete la cobnisationf...) Les modifications du 
statu quo a Jerusalem, les destructions de maisons, les expul¬ 
sions, b construction et l"usage de routes reservees doivent 
cesser ,* ; 

Jacques Chirac a appeld les Palestiniens k construire un Etal 
ddmocratique. sonlignant qu’il ftait urgent pour eux de se doter 
d'une constitution. souhaite que vous trouviez les regies qui 
assureront l'equilibre entre le pouvoir executif et le pouvoir le¬ 
gislatif. Le respect des principes democratiques est Pun des at¬ 
oms qui vous assurent un brge soutien intematbnal{...)» 

Le president Chirac a enfin exhort£ les Palestiniens k renon- 
cer k la violence et k comprendre *1'aspiration Ugitime d 'Israel 
d- b security*. "Israel convaincu des intentions pacifiques de 
ses voisins arabes, se convaincra que 1'existence d'un Etat pa¬ 
lestinien , loin d’etre une menace, constitue au contraire un ele¬ 
ment de sa securite. v ■ . 


Portraits croises 


Francais et Jordaniens ne se connaissent pas bien 


A V occasion de la venue du president frangais en Jordanie , le royaume hachemite va etre fortement mediatise 
en France. De meme , la France est devenue Fun des sujets incontoumables en Jordanie ces demiers jours. 
Une mediatisation qui aidera probablement Frangais et Jordaniens a mieux se connaitre. 


En France, le royaume hachemite de Jordanie est 
devenu une des destinations touristiques 
a la mode. Mais il reste peu connu. 


A l'ombre de la Tour Eiffel, Timage de la France 
reste assez vague aux yeux des Jordaniens qui 
semblent cependant assez attires par ce pays. 


Chaque soir d'actua- 
lite bruiante au Proche-Orient, 
la Jordanie apparait k la televi¬ 
sion sur les canes g&ogra- 
phiques. entre Israel ef I'trak. 
Mais le royaume reste myste- 
rieux aux yeux du grand pub- 
lic;et beau coup ont du mal k le 
siluer. quelque pan entre Syrie 
eL„ Maroc ! Bref. «un vague 
mix entre Proche-Orient et 
Maghreb -. comme le resume 
Michel Leconte. 22 ans, etu- 
diant k Rouen. Et pour ce qui 
est des Jordaniens. * quelques 
bedouins, des souks intermina- 
bles ou Von £gorge le mautan 
devant toi. et ou les femmes es- 
saient d’adapter les priceptes 
tie l'Islam aux de mitres ten- 
dances de b mode*. 

PourtanL la destination fait 
rever. Ilya d'abord les 6 rudits. 
qui savent que les piliers de la 
sagesse se dressent entre Aqa¬ 
ba et le Wadi Rum. sur les tra¬ 
ces de T.H. Lawrence. 

Les fous de vieilles pierres, 
qui savent que quelque part se 
niche la mythique P 6 tra. Les 
fans de Tintin. qui reconnais- 
sent la Citd Rose dans «Tintin 
au pays de for noirw. 

Les amateurs de plong^e 
sous-marine. qui citcnt les 
fonds du Golfe d'Aqaba. 

Sjirrout. elle income un tou- 
risme different, loin du bron- 
zage passif sur une plage exo- 
tiqiie. Jean-Pierre Perrot. 
cardiologue k la Rochelle, est 
venu cn Jordanie il y a 10 ans 
en vacances avec son £pouse. 
La premifere gdndrauon de tou- 
ristes. 

«On remit de desert et de 
souk oriental hors des senders 
battus et des amaques pour 
touristcs. Le desert etait bien 
la, et puis Pdtra, Jcrash..Par 
centre, Amlhan ftait dice- 
vante. C’est ttne ville sans Sme. 
C’est quelques annees plus 


lard, en visitant Damas, que 
nous avons trouve une ville 
arabe telle que nous 
Vimaginbns. Ou plutSt, qui 
collait mieux d noire clichi a 
nous du charme de 
VOrient. Reste une im¬ 
pression: celle d'un 
. pays encore vierge*. 

Depuis, la Jordanie a 
sign 6 la paix avec 
IsraSl, et a mis^ sur le 
developpement du tou- 
risme. Du coup, elle a 
, perdu son odeur de so li¬ 
tre aupres des agences 
de voyage qui font ra- 
joutde 5 leurs cata¬ 
logues de dE»tination5. 

Dans le mitro pari- 
sien, le royaume se fau- 
file entre Seychelles et 
Marrakech sur les pan- 
neaux pubiicitaires des 
compagnies afiriennes. 
et il est cit£ comme 
Tune des destinations 
- les plus en vogue par le 
magazine ffiminin 
Elle. 

Gertaines agences. 
comme le Comptoir 
des Voyages, a Paris, 
ont multiple par 4 les 
“ ventes de sfijours d'une 
semaine en Jordanie. 

A l'am'vde du vol r&- 
gulier Araman- 
Damas-Paris d'Air 
France, les voya- 
■ geurs sont combos. 
it Nous etions partis 
sans connaitre grand 
chose de b Jorda¬ 
nie», raconte Ber¬ 
nard, 47 ans. *Au de¬ 
part, on voulait allcr en 
Egypte, mais ce n'est pas ires 
original Et puis ce n'est plus 
un pays tres stir pour les tou- 
ristes par les temps qui cour- 
ent...* 

Entourde de voisins turbu- 


lents, la Jordanie prdsente son 
profii d'dlfcve sage, et discret. 
Meme les dmeutes du pain du' 
mois d'aoflt dernier ont soulevd 
peu d'inquidtudes. Pour ceux 


Pour la plupart des 

Jordaniens, la France se limite k 
f^ris et a la Tour Eiffel. Et les 
femmes d’ajouter les parfums 
et la mode aussi. Ceux qui sui- 



jourd'hui et demain dans le ro¬ 
yaume hachdmite. 

Mais malgri une connais- 
sance quelque peu sommaire 
de ITiexagone qui se limite bien 
souveni k 

quelques sites 
dans sa capi¬ 
tale. tous les 
Jordaniens don- 


qui aiment voyager, le royaume 
haehdmiie repr&entc la porte la 
plus sure vers le Proche- 
Orient. 


De Paris, 
Xavier Meunier 


vent la politique ajoutent que la 
France cherche a entretenir ac- 
tuellement de meilleurcs rela¬ 
tions avec les pays arabes. El 
que (e president Jacques Chirac 
s’appreie k rendre une visite au- 


nent 

1 'impression 
d'avoir envie de 
s‘y rendre. 

Dans la rue, 
dans les maga- 
sins ou bien au 
restaurant, la 
question reste la 
meme d&s qu'un 
Francais ou une 
Fran^aise dd- 
voile sa national- 
ltd: . «comment 
faire pour obte- 
nir un visa pour 
la France?* 

Des visas, le 
consulai de 
l'Ambassade de 
France d'Am- 
man en ddlivre 
entre 6500 et 
7000 chaque an- 
nde. Des visas 
touristiques en 
4 majoritd. ou 
bien pour ren¬ 
dre visile & 
des membres 
de leur fa- 
mil le. 

Ce n'est pas 
uniquemem pour faire du tou* 
risme que Nabil Al Said, direc¬ 
tor du restaurant Al Shorfa. 
remplii son formulaire de de- 
mande de visa. Le 25 octobre, 
il est attendu k Paris pour re- 
cevoir une mddaille ddeemee 


par une grande chaine hotel i&re. 
«Je ne connais pas encore Pa¬ 
ris», avoue Nabil Al Said. 
*J'iroi visiter b Tour Eiffel, les 
champs-Elysees et le music de 
cire...» 

Les touristes contribuem aus- 
si & forger l'image de leur pays. 
*Les touristes frangais sont 
geniralement ires sympa- 
thiques * confie Wael Nilo, ex- 
res ponsable des relations pub- 
liques dans un hdtel quatre 
dtoiles k Amman. *Les pi res 
touristes sont les Anglais qui se 
piaignem toujours de tout. 
Mais je n'ai jamais eu de 
problimes avec les Frangais. Il 
esc vrm que je ne parie pas 
frangais et que peu d'enire eux 
portent angbis.• 

Si peu de Franpais partem 
une langue dtrangdre, peu de 
Jordaniens patient franpais. 
Cest prdcisdmem pour cette 
raison que Mouttayam al Oran 
a choisi de faire une licence de 
franpais a l'universitd d'Irbid. 
«Le frangais est b troisieme 
langue itrangere du royaume 
mais peu de Jordaniens le par- 
lent couramment», expiique 
Mouttayam. "J'ai choisi cette 
langue en peasant que ceb nue 
permettrait de trouver du tra¬ 
vail. et aussi parce que j'avais 
em‘ie de tire les auteurs 
frangais dans le texte.» 

Un bref sdjour iinguistique 
en France a pourtant ddpu 
Mouttayam. 

"J'ai trouvi les Frangais irks 
chauvins, et meme parfois ra¬ 
tifies*, avoue-t-elle. *Dks que 
I'on apprerutit que je venais 
d'un pays du Moyen-Orient, on 
me fitisait routes sortes de re- 
marques blessantes.*M 


Les mots de Jacques Chirac 
(voir encadrg) sent venus ren¬ 
forcer hier ceux d£j& prononefis 
en avril dernier h l'univereir 6 
du Caire. 


«La Franc» tie retour» 

Parallfelement k I'important 
soutien financier de la -France' 
aux terriroires palestiniens qui 
se monte 4 270 millions de 
francs pour 1996, soit la grande 
majority de i'aide Internationale 
rogue par les Palestiniens, les 
Palestiniens appuient la volon- 
t£ europ6enne, et notamment 
franpaise, de jouer un r 6 le plus 
acLif aux cdt£s des Etals-unis 
dans le processus de paix d£j& 
fragilisd avant mSme 1'^lection 
de Benjamin Netanyahou au 
poste de Premier ministre. 

Au moment oh le processus 


de paix est gravement menace, 
les Etats-Unis sont en plane 
campagne 6 lectorak et les Pa¬ 
lestiniens savent qu'ils doivent 
se toumer vers les Europ&ns 
et vers la France pour espdrer 
un r&quilibrage des rapfions 
de force dans les odgodatioos 
octuelies et h venir. 

"La France est de rexoun, 
comme 1 'a declare le ministre 
franpais des Affaires dtrangferes 
Hervd de Charette. 

Un retour qui ne peut que rg- 
jouir les Palestiniens .''.et 
l'ensemble des Arabes dais 
une region explosive voisihe 
d'une Europe qui cherche 
jouer un role contest^ au- 
jourd'hui par les Amdricains .1 






DeGaza, 
Hassan Balawi 



Le Centre culturel frangais 'de ' Gaza. 







ministre 








Media 


Une journee fran^aise 

Les medias jordaniens francophones et ara- 
hophones assureront aujourd’hui une large' 
couverture de la visite du president Chirac. 


Le fran9ais se fait 
largeraent entendre depuis hier 
en Jordanie. A I'occasion de la 
visite sur deux jours de Jacques 
Chirac, la radio jordanienne en 
fianpais (RJF) et le de parte- 
ment franpais de la television 
jordanienne proposent des pro¬ 
grammes spdriaux (voir enca- 
drd). 

Au lieu de ses deux tranches 
horaires quotidiennes, RJF a 
6 mis ses Emissions de 7h a 
20 h 00 hier et recommencera 
aujourd'hui. Des Emissions qui 
aJtement musique et sujets trai- 
tam des relations franco- 
jordaniennes dans le domaine 
politique, culturel bu dcono- 
mique. 

La deuxifcme chaine jorda- 
ruenne, qui accueille la televi¬ 
sion en francais, a elle com¬ 
mence depuis mardi k 
bouleverser se grilles pour of- 
frir plus d’heures de pro¬ 


gramme en franpais. EJJe i.no- 
tamment retransmis hier soir en 
direct I’aHocution du pidsident 
Chirac depuis le palais Basroou. 

Et aujourd'hui, elle retraos- 
mettra k Ja fois le discours du 
president franpais au parlement 
et la conference de presse qui 
suivra dans Tapi-fes-midi. 

A noter aussi que le royaume 
hachemite sera k 1 'honneur en 
France et en Jordanie grace k 
une Emission spdciale de Faut 
pas rever proposde vendredi 
sur la chaine franpaise France 3- 
et dimanche en Jordanie. 

Cette emission spdeiale qui a 
^te enregisttee k PStra, sera dif- 
fiisde dimanche 26 octobre k 
17h30 sur la deuxibme chaine 
jordanienne. Une dmissioii de 
90 minutes animde par Sylvaia 
Augier, avec pour mvitti 
l’dcrivain et joumaliste Mictel 
Le Bris.H 



Olivier Bras. 


Claudine Assad 


Des programmes speciaux le 24 octobre 


RADIO 

RFJ (90,1 FM) diffusers en continu de 7h00 k 20h00 des pro¬ 
grammes alternant musique et Emissions co nsacr des aux rela¬ 
tions franco-jordaniennes. 

TELEVISION 

Deuxifcme chaine . 

jlUO: Discours de Jacques Chirac au parlement jordanien 
12h30: Documentaire: la Tour Eiffel 
IShOO: Conference de presse de Jacques Chirac 
15h30: Film Le petit prince a dit 
17h30: Divertissement: Le Monde est & vous 
19h30: Le journal en franpais 
23h30: Taratata 


G’est la vi^ 




d'Amman 


Exposition 

«Ghada Dahdaleh*. Une jeune peintre jordanienne, Ghala 
Dahdaleh, revient dans le royaume hachdmite aprhs uft 
long s^our au Canada pour presenter son exposition 
«Portes et fenetres*. - 

Jusqu'au 29 octobre au Centre Culturel franpais (CO?)- 

Video 

Cycle Alain Resnais: quatre films sont pr6sent& dans le 
cadre de ce cycle au mois d’oetobre. 

«Meb», le 28 octobre a 20h00 au CCF. 
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Activities 



j cruel let 


leja K'uer un rf-lc 
tion juurd'huiparif, 



la semaine dernwredobfe ■ 
visile de M.Chirac. Yrafcfe 
nces et du Comiwrt*t#fc 

oard, secretaire d'Ett * hSc 
lartkipe finalenKntpflite 
ad du president 

Meaia 

lee fran^t 


Royal Cultural Centre. 66J02W7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council... 6*6147/8 

French Cultural Centre.6370M 

Goethe Institute.641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre..639777 

Haya Arts Centre.66519S 

Y.W.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A. 604251 

Darat al Funon.643252 

Alia An Gallery.639303 

BsJadna Art Gallery.657132 

Nabil Al Muhini The.rrc.675571 

Nabil & Hislum's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema... 677420 

PIkj Cinema. *99238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City. 667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club .736572 

• Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club .676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ of Jordan Library.843S55 

R S C N .-. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


To book tjour Advertisement Graphic Obd Designs on the electronic Sfgn Boards on the ; 
of SAF6WAY Bldg. 65HNANA Center - Jabal Alnussitn & DOWNTOWN call 6S03G7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.63b! 1! 

Agriculture.-.686151 

Auqaf i Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Eduiraticn & Higher Education.66918] 

Energy A. Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance .63o321 

Forjign Affairs .644361 

Industry& trade* .'.....663191 

Inlormaiton. 641467 

Interior Ministry .663111 

Justice."... - ..663101 


Labour.. 698186 

Municipalities & Environment....... 641395 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.- 680100 

Youth / University....604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian. 641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cypms Hon wary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135, 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703-' 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

Frtnch . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian.828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/615 J 65 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 

Nonh Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss..,.-. 68641677 

Syrian —... 641076 

Taiwan... 671530 

Tunisian.’.. 674307/8 

‘hirkish .641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom... 823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 66817J/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.'.....-. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways. 

. 667029 ’ 

Aeroflot.. 

.. 641510 

Aeronicxi^o. 

694802 

Air Canada.. 

.630879! 

Air France .666055/667824 

Air India . 

688301/2 

Air Lanka . 

. 682140 

Alitalia........... 

.... 625203 

Alyemda (Air yemcn).. 

653691 

American Airlines. 

....669068 

Arab Wings. 

.... 894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 J 

Balkan Airlines. 

.... 665909 

British Midland. 

. 694802 

British Airways . 

.... 828801 

Cathay Pacific. 

.... 628596 

China Airlines. 

. 636232 

Cyprus Airways. 

. 667028 

Delta Air Lines. 

Egypt Air... 

630011 

Emirates Airlines. 

. 643341 

Gulf Air. 

....653613 

Hungarian Airlines ..... 

.... V>’'' y 15 

Ibcna.637827/644036 1 

Iran Air. 

... 622326 I j 

Japan AirLincs . 

.... 630879 I 


Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.64383J/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 


Olympic., 630125/638433 

Philiippine Airlines. 640200 


Polish Airlines 


Royal Jordanian 


Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines- .659102 

Yemenis Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info..„..(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/h2l 111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.62209cm 

Ambulance .199 

Blood Bank. 77512! 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents .897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akieh Maternity.(42441/2 

Al-Ahh. Alxlaii. 6641(4/6 

Al-Bashir, Ashralieh ..775111/26 
Al-Muasher Hospital.... 667227/9 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

Army. Murka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Cemrc.. 813813 
‘Italian-Al-Muhajrccn .: 777IU1/3 
Jabal Amman Matemiiy .. 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.(44281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman .636141 

I Palestine. Shmcisani. . . 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital.. (>02240/50 

Shmdsani Hospital.60743 i 

j The Islamic. Ahdali. .. 66M27/37 
I University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality...... 843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.-..... W>M8I 

Hotel complaints. 08/532U0 

Sewerage Complaints. 896390 

Water Complainis.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio. Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.M2 1 


I 


J&u Hotel Suites 

it. Luxury^ 

& Comfort i & 

.**> 

(p Service; « 
Location ; ^ 

In the fpof | S 
Sweifvieh s 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


t 5*1 1 

FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



u* M-anJle ft \ 


yii '-W- 'VV,. i- 


Ptee» 

■Hut 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Etching Gift with 
every kid's meal” 

“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



F + HOSPITALITY "1 


Tel. 810605* 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 




True Vacations come to * 
-live in our- 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
-will, unravel, the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

• Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE. 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel :666705 



Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza Tor Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


? ' 2-f.*eea SL Tez. S&2I35 

[ frber i vtsitr 




Amman Tel: 607193 • 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expairiaies and Businessmen 


Beauty Institute 

O ladah 

O Hody skin triaimmt 
O Make-up 

O European manu un s d 
padinires 

& 





To Advertise in inis 
space, call us at 


■r '■'fc A iT. 

S~, Uex . j. . 5t’5 a 

rt 1 ! J s. ms 5 /% ? 3 
Jar txr O s.* 


Cafe Restaurant 


Different 


' July !. \fd: i4f-229 





n6W 6Pen for 

LUNCH K DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


ations call (03) 316636 
ax (03)3!8246 






Hi. ni Ul’ii, \l \li.i!,ii Si 
> i ,, •' h.m 


S ii I t* w a v - T cl: 685311 







VS CERTSE FORWItt SERVICES 

* Professional Drycleaning 
’“Shoes Repair 
•Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpel Cleaning 
Al - Jaber £ Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 A 821656 


.—S.2iv ' 

l ~ru-7j&. : 

*• ‘ 

\ :^K!E3/ 


iv A .■ ■ I 


rt r*. r* s' r < mm ^ 

V. X j v ■ 


The German Fashion House 

Boutkiues Kareman i + Kureo:ari 2 


janar 


yn:- vrr- .. . 

5 .:;? \ ' 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca SL Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




W ! {i ( 




CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


/r-i* yr.f c~7 ->'• ‘ EZ :• ^ X—' T -‘7 • *.-"5 




Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

J el: 69 A[ 8 ° 4%, 




we offer:- 

4* Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 


Fax: 682525 i ‘ / ❖Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance' 

. - \34»4«a:/ . * Oil Change ul\ath 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE RentaCar CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Wasfi AI-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



rilSZA tizsssi 




w:. w 

■.‘j/'’ 


»? 3F Not all “ cafe’s “ are. 

^ created equal 
** A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 





The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting '' 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Al- Shmeisani, Near Ala Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel698005 
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Newsgroups promote the new cyber dialect and 

Internet Jargon: 


A Net-speak 101 course! 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 


of 


"HUMANS ARE talking ani¬ 
mals". it was once said. Yet. 
taJking in itself—without lis¬ 
tening. that is—would be as 
good as nothing! 

It is the ability of humans 
to both talk and listen that 
allows for the relaying of 
diverse experiences and situ¬ 
ations, which lead to the 
accumulation and dissemina¬ 
tion of knowledge. Humans 
would therefore be better 
described as “communicating 
animals." 

For. it seems, that we are 
never at loss in devising and 
utilizing new media for com¬ 
munication. the latest of 
which are the Internet's 
Newsgroups and Bulletin 
Boards Services' electronic 
“conferences 

Jordanians generally regard 
the IntemeL as Email and 
World Wide Web only. This is 
mainly due to the fact that the 
Jordanian node to the Internet 
doesn't offer access to the 
Internet's Newsgroups, 

because of the narrow band¬ 
width of 64 kbps that connects 
Global One/Sprint Jordan's 
site to the US. 

This absence of the News- 
groups makes the Internet’s 
services in Jordan severely 
lacking. Newsgroups arc essen¬ 
tially the offspring of the 
UNIX-based message posting 
that was developed in the 
1970's. Newsgroups offer an 
effective way for all Internet 
users to discuss issues of com¬ 
mon interest: for instance there 
is a Newsgroup on the Internet 
with " the name 

"soc.culture.jordan," which 
contains discussions and 
exchange of information on 


Jordan's culture by loads 
interested Internet users. 

As the Newsgroups reside 
on all the Internet hosts that 
subscribe to them and are con¬ 



tinuously replicated to update 
all new messages, accessing a 
newsgroup is a much faster 
experience than accessing, a 
web page. This is because rite 
user only connects direcdy to 
the server containing the News- 
groups, rather than going 
through many intermediary 
servers which usually compro¬ 
mises the speed. Newsgroups 
are very popular for many rea¬ 
sons, the most prominent of 
which is the ability to commu¬ 
nicate with people from aiJ 
over the world on subjects of 
common interest, as well as the 
occasional useful information 
provided by experts on these 
subjects. 

While Jordan’s dismal infra¬ 
structure has. to date, deprived 
the small cyber community of 
Jordan from enjoying the 
Newsgroups. Jordanians have, 
for the past year and a half, 
been enjoying a local version 
the Internet’s Newsgroups. 


This was possible by the two 
Bulletin Board services. NETS 
and Access, which provide 
many electronic conferences on 
various subjects for their sub¬ 
scribers to engage in lively 
debates and discussions. One 
common conference that both 
services have is “Culture" 
where subscribers engage in 
discussions on themes of cul¬ 
tural significance. 

“A Better Jordan" is a 
thriving conference on NETS 
where subscri bers discuss 
issues ranging from the Inti¬ 
fada to the longest picnic 
park in the world (a.k.a. the 
airport road)! The Internet's 
newly evolved jargon con¬ 
tains many terms that 
describe participants' habits 
in electronic conferences as 
well as their messages. For 
instance a “flamer” is some¬ 
body who is very touchy about 
a certain issue, who would send 
a hot reply to any opposing 
view. The reply would usually 
have SHOUTING SEN¬ 
TENCES (capitals are consid¬ 
ered shouting on the Internet) 
and would probably result in a 
“holy war" (seemingly unend¬ 
ing debates on controversial 
issues such as privatization and 
censorship). Furthermore, any 
newsgroup or electronic confer¬ 
ence will have more "lurkers" 
than participants, i.e. those peo¬ 
ple who are content by just 
reading the different postings 
and never engaging themselves 
in the debate. On the. other 
extreme are the “spammers", 
who are the group of users fer¬ 
vently sending “spam" mes¬ 
sages of mass advertisements 
with no relevant or useful con¬ 
tent. Then there is the “get a 
life” bunch, who are people 
spending too much time on-line 
and are reading and. almost. 


The next version of the very popular DTP software: 

Debag, 6 Al-Nasher A1 Sahafi 7.0' 


THOUSANDS OF Arabic 
desktop publishing (DTP) per¬ 
sonnel look into a screen run¬ 
ning a version of ‘Al-Nasher 
Al-Sahafi' every day of their 
lives. It is simply the standard 
for desktop publishing in the 
Arab World. 

The Macintosh is the 
undisputed choice for Arabic 
DTP. and ‘Al-Nasher Al- 
Sahafi' hasn't been seriously 
challenged by other prod¬ 
ucts—except, possibly Arabic 
XT for QuatkXPress. which 
didn't manage to gain the 
market share of ‘Al-Nasher 
Al-Sahafi'. So. it would be 
fair to say that any develop¬ 
ments in *A1-Nasher Al- 
Sahafi’ would radically affect 
the ways in which Arab 
designers, artists, publishers 
and journalists go about their 
usual computer-aided tasks. 

Following this iniroduc- 


so many dedicated specialists 
operating ‘Al-Nasher AJ- 
Sahafi'. there many detailed 
remarks and complaints which 
have definitely been sounded 
over and over again. 

Diwan Software Ltd., the 
new company established after 



tion. it is important to note that 
'Ai-Nasher Al-Sahafi’ does 
have its problems, and most of 
its users out there know what 
they are. The sudden crashing, 
for no reason usually is one 
major problem. Sometimes ‘Al- 
Nasher Al-Sahafi' has a mind 
of its own. sticking text blocks 
wherever it sees suitable, even 
if you’ve pasted them else¬ 
where. and there's more. With 


the original Diwan for Science 
& technology went belly up. it 
had a surprise in store for ‘Al- 
Nasher Al-Sahafi’ fans. 

it is called ‘Debag GX‘ and 
it is expected to include mas¬ 
sive improvements on ‘Al- 
Nasher Al-Sahafi 6.0’. cur¬ 
rently on the market. Of 
course, backward compatibility 
is maintained for you 6.0 files/ 
Debag. also known as 'Al- 


Nasher Al-Sahafi 7.0'. will 
introduce a number of new fea¬ 
tures. which fit the develop¬ 
ments being witnessed today in 
the world of publishing. 

First, it will incorporate a 
feature that supports .Arabic 
Web publishing. utilizing 
HTML. This alone is a mas¬ 
sive advancement, as no 
other company has still 
announced its software's abil¬ 
ity to publish Arabic on the 
Internet! Second, there are a 
handful of new' features 
related to font qualitv which 
include more flexibility in 
manipulating different Arabic 
fonts and the inclusion of the 
widest library possible of 
fonts. Third, the product 
focuses on solving some of 
the problems mentioned 
before, due to its ‘more- 
stable* nature as it is utilizes 
the built-in features of the 
new Apple PowerMacintosh 
system, hence the inclusion of 
the letters ‘GX’ in its name. 
The product is still not offi¬ 
cially available for review, but 
we "will be telling you more 
about it when it finally arrives. 

In the meantime, keep your 
hopes up that your daily DTP 
activities will witness a change. 
It’s called 'Debag GX’. ■ 


News update 


Cyrix 200MHz procesors 
hit the market 

• For all those power hungry 
users out there, the Cyrix 
6 x86 processor is starting to 
appear in desktop PCs. 

This processor offers speds 
of ISOM Hz ail the way up to 
a phenomenal 200MHz. and 
out-performs Intel-based Pen¬ 
tium systems due to the fact 
that it utilizes a 75MHz bus 
and capitalizes on high per¬ 
formance components like 
well-configured SCSI drivers. 

Already, the Cyrix 6xS6 
has appeared in PCs from 


companies like Poly well. Sys 
Technology and Cryix itself 
produced PC that included the 
processor. In the coming 
months, this blistering chip 
will catch on and find its way 
into other PCs. It is worth 
seeing how Intel will hit back. 


replying to every message. 

“IMHO" I in my humble 
opinion*. Newsgroups and their 
locally confined cousins, the 
electronic conferences, are a 
brilliant addition to the commu¬ 
nication means available to 
humanity. These entertaining 
and highly beneficial "meeting 
rooms" should only add to the 
accumulation of knowledge, 
despite the occasional presence 
of "flames” and “spam". 


email: 

abbassi @ NETS.coin.jo 


15 Mac systems from 
different suppliers: 
Truly a Mac attack 
• The headlines in the com¬ 
puter press are raving about 
the onslaught of Macintosh 
system releases, which all 
seem to be happening at once. 
Around 15 new Macintosh 
systems have 

appeared in the 
past two months. 

Apple is at the 
center of all the 
action, of course, 
hut it's not the 
only company 
which is produc¬ 
ing high perfor¬ 
mance Macintosh 
systems nowa¬ 
days. Clone 
supplier 
including 
Power Com¬ 


in the upper-scale class of 
multi-processor Macintosh 
systems. 

" Gening back to Apple, (he 
company introduced a whole 
new range of Performa sys¬ 
tems, the top speed of which 
is a magnificent 200MHz. 
However, this speed is being 
matched. Day Star have also 
announced the Digital Genesis 
MP (Multi-Processor) which 
also offers speed in the 
200MHz bracket. Still, the 
massive surprise is coming 
from somewhere else. 

Power Computing has 
announced its Power Tower 
Pro which runs at a breathtak¬ 
ing speed of 225MHz. 
lt'"s the Mac that beats 
the whole pack, so far. 
In fact, it even outper¬ 
forms the fastest Pen¬ 
tium PC. 

It is said that Apple 
is planning a 240MHz 
version of its Performa, 
to blow the com¬ 
petition away. 
For now, its 
worth watch- 

Performa: ‘Slick’black Mac mg this speed 

mania closely. 



puting and Day Star are mak¬ 
ing their presence really felt 


before making your next Mac¬ 
intosh purchase. 
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An ‘Internet Cafe 5 in Amina 


WHAT'S THE thing in common between surfing the Web 

and having a nice cup of coffee? 

Easy. Both are enjoyable and relaxing things to do, either at 
times of leisure, or as pressure-relief measures. 

Now. what if we 'blended' both ideas together? Tbe result 
would be an ‘Internet Cafe’. . 

As weird as it mav sound, ibis idea has caught on in cities 
all over the world. From New York to Singapore, and even in 
Kuwait: bright entrepreneurs who are putting two and two 
together, are opening up internet Cafes. What you basically 
do at an Internet Cafe is walk in, sit in front of one of the sev¬ 
eral 'stations'— which are computers hooked up to the Inter¬ 
net_order coffee, tea or whatever you like and then log onto 

the ‘Net’; sipping your way through cyberspace. 

The idea of Internet Cafes evolved in the USA where there 
are manv 'Bookshop Cafes', at which visitors have a hot or 
cold drink, while reading their favourite magazine or book. 
Now, starting with this idea, and based on the fact that more 
and more people are beginning to read material on-line, whv 
not trip through Web pages instead of book pages? It is tech¬ 
nically plausible to set up Internet-ready computers in a cafe, 
connect them to phone lines and then create the friendly sur¬ 
roundings necessary for comfortable net-surfing. 

This brings us to the reason I’m bringing up this whole 
topic now. It seems that a number of Jordanians have realized 
what a good idea it would be to open such a place in Amman. 
In fact, according to unofficial sources, they have reached 
advanced stages of implementing iL They were supposed to 
open this month, but they are running slightly late. Nonethe¬ 
less. they are promising Ammonites an exciting technical set- 
up. in a relaxing Arabic-oriented setting. 

As of yet. I "am not at liberty to disclose any information 
regarding the people behind the"project, but it would be inter¬ 
esting to discuss a few difficulties they would probably face in 
starting such a project knowing that, if they manage to handle 
these problems, then they deserve to be saluted for their 
patience and persistence. 

Putting aside the typical problem of normally not being able 
to obtain one phone line in Amman, let alone several: let’s 
simply focus on the issue of expenses^Internet access in Jor¬ 
dan is expensive, compared to other countries in the world. In 
Jordan, Global One/Spriot Jordan offers deals by which, for 
example, you get 4 hours of Internet connectivity for JD 19. 

So, allowing a visitor several hours in front of a screen can 
be a costly thing. Who will carry that cost. Surely, you can't 
expect a cafe visitor to be pleased about the prospects of 
spending over JD 4 an hour! Naturally, it would also be far 
too expensive for the owners of the cafe to carry the cost. It 
would be safe to say that they won’t be able to make it up m 
the pricing of coffee. In such a case, a cup of coffee would go 
for JD 10! Here one natural assumption would be that the 
owners will take the tough path of cracking a deal with Global 
One/Sprint Jordan. The cafe could have it : s own leased line, 
by which hourly pay is minimal, bearing in mind that a 
monthly fee exceeding a thousand dinars is to be paid, but that 
could be covered. Or. another option, is to create an ‘Intra¬ 
net’— local Internet inside the cafe— by which all visitors 
would actually be viewing the information and sites down¬ 
loaded on a central server by the cafe administrators. By 
doing so. visitors wouldn’t even have to dial up an Internet 
server, and no connection fees will be incurred from visitors. 

Only the cafe administrator dials up the Internet server at 
Global One. downloads the information of interest, and logs 
off. Creative solutions could do the trick, but it is real Internet 
on-line, global surfing that will really make an Internet Cafe 
the success it deserves to be in Amman. 

In any case, the best of luck to those with the initiative to 
take on such a project. If they succeed, it will be another land¬ 
mark of Jordan’s direction into the information age. If they 
don’t, well, then / guess we're stuck with the Hubbly Bubbly 
(Argileh) for a while. Still, it’s bound to happen one’day. For 
now. indulge in some daydreaming about being at an Internet 
Cafe, after all, at least you’ll be surfing your mind. ■ 




Italian coach Sacchi 


under increasing pressure 


ROME—Italy coach Arrigo 
Sacchi. widely seen as a lame 
duck after a poor Euro ‘96 and 
recent dismal form by his team, 
could be ousted before Italy 
plays England in their next 
World Cup qualifier in London 
on February 12. 

Italian newspapers reported 
on Tuesday that the Italian soc¬ 
cer federation, currently gov- 
emed by a special 
commissioner 
after a failed 


attempt to 
elect a succes- \ 
sor to Antonio ' 

Maiarrese. had 
discussed Sacchi \ [ 
with top officials. 

They included Luciano Niz- 
zola, the League president now 
considered the inevitable suc¬ 
cessor to Matan-ese. who was 
Sacchi's main mentor before 
being ousted after Euro 96. 

The federation holds its next 
ballot to elect a new president 
in December. 

The Rome daily La Repub¬ 
lics quoted an unnamed top 
federation official as saying 
that “Sacchi’s presence in Eng¬ 
land is now a hypothesis, no 



longer a certainty." 

It said under-21 coach 
Cesare Maldini, the father of 
Italian skipper Paolo Maldini. 
was expected to take over until 
June 1997, when a permanent 
replacement would be 
announced— with Lazio and 
former Italian goalkeeper Dino 
Zoff a front run¬ 
ner along with 
former Parma 
coach Nevio 
Seals. 

The daily 
Corriere 
dello Sport 
quoted Nizzola say¬ 
ing that “the problem exists, 
we must look at it care¬ 
fully ...The fact is that we want 
to bring all Italy behind the 
team.” 

Sacchi. who led Italy to the 
1994 World Cup final against 
Brazil, was given a new con¬ 
tract just before the Euro 96 
championship in England last 
June. And that contract, which 
does not expire until after the 
1998 World Cup finals, is the 
main reason he has not been 
sacked from his job. 

Worth a huge SI.07 million a 


year after tax, the 
Italian federation 
know it would be 
economic madness 
to dismiss Sacchi, 
pay him off —and 
pay his successor. 

Recent opinion 
polls have shown a 
majority of Italians 
want him to go. 
even though Italy 
currently "have a 
maximum six 
points from their 
two World Cup 
qualifiers so far. 

Indeed. Italy 
have one of the best 
records in Europe 
over the last two 
years despite their 
failure in Euro 96. 

Since reaching the Sacchi 
World Cup final in 1994. they 
have played 20 matches, won 
13, drawn four and lost three— 
a record bettered only by Ger¬ 
many, Spain and France. 

But it is the nature of the 
way the national team have 
been playing, and Sacchi's phi¬ 
losophy about his team's tactics 
and personnel, which have 



antagonised almost the entire, 
passionate world of Italian 
soccer. 

If Sacchi does leave, specula¬ 
tion is that he will return to club 
coaching and media reports 
have linked him with several 
clubs recently, including Inter 
and his former employers 
Milan. ■ 


Klinsmann dismisses talk of 


return to England 


LONDON—Germany captain 
Juergen Klinsmann ended 
weeks of speculation about his 
immediate future when he said 
on Monday he was staying at 
Bayern Munich - and had no 
plans to return to England. 

Asked on BBC Radio's 
European Football Show 
whether returning to England 
was a real possibility. Klin¬ 
smann. voted England's Foot¬ 
baller of the Year for his per¬ 
formances with Tottenham in 
the 1994-95 season, gave an 
emphatic reply. 

"No. not at the moment," he 
said. "In football you never 
know - anything can happen, 
in the last few weeks there 
were a couple of rumours 
going around because I had a 
few problems. I didn't score for 


a couple of weeks and immedi¬ 
ately they start to criticise you. 

"But now lately I scored 
again, so suddenly everything 
is perfect again. For me it was 
never a question of leaving just 
because I didn’t score a goal for 
a few weeks." 

He said he knew Tottenham 
fans were disappointed when 
he left London after only one 
year, but added: "1 am also not 
the kind of person who always 
wants to leave a place after one 
or two seasons. 


“I know that people were 
disappointed when I left Tot¬ 
tenham. but 1 explained it to 
the people. And I don't want to 
do that again. 1 want people to 
feel 1 stay for a long time, and 
that is what 1 am going to do in 
Munich." 


Asked if he could be 
tempted to join a club like 
Manchester United, he replied: 
"Big clubs always tempt you in 
a certain way. but I am playing 
in a very big club. 

"1 would say Bayem Munich 
is on the level of Manchester 
United. AC Milan. Juventus or 
Barcelona, so 1 am playing in 
one of the best clubs in the 
world — I am happy and proud 
of it." 

He also revealed he was seri¬ 
ously unhappy with Bayem 
when someone in the club 
leaked details of his contract to 
the media recently. 

"There was also speculation 
here (about my future) because 
information was given to the 
public, from the club, regarding 
certain clauses in my contract. 


for example that 1 can leave at 
the end of the season on a free 
transfer. So immediately the 
rumours started. 

“1 told the club 1 was very 
disappointed (hat contents of 
my contract were leaked to the 
media and 1 was very critical 
with a few people here but 
now. ii is in the past." 

Klinsmann, who led Ger¬ 
many to victory in Euro 96 in 
England in June, has struggled 
to find his form this season and 
has scored only a handful of 
goals. 

His touch deserted him again 
on Sunday when he missed a 
number of clearcut chances in 
Bayern's. 0-0 draw with cham¬ 
pions Bonissia Dortmund. ■ 




Cantona ‘lucky not to have 
been sent off’ says Albert 


LONDON—Manchester 
United’s French skipper Eric 
Cantona was “lucky not to 
have been sent off during his 
team's 5-0 defeat at Newcastle 
United. Newcastle’s Belgian 
defender Philippe Albert said 
on Monday. 

Albert, who scored a superb 
goal to complete the rout, said 
on Monday he told Cantona: 
“You know you should have 
been sent off." 

A fierce argument just after 
halftime at St. James' Park 
was followed by Cantona 
being booked for pushing 
Albert out of the way. as he 
was when the pair clashed dur¬ 
ing August's Charity Shield 
match at Wembley. 

Albert later led protests after 
Cantona's late tackle floored 
Peter Beardsley, saying: "If he 
is honest he will agree that he 
was really lucky to stay on the 
field. 

He seemed to be upset with 
all the things going on around 
him. especially in the second 


half. 

“I had the same son 
of feelings when we 
were being beaten 4-0 
by Manchester United 
at Wembley. The dif¬ 
ference was that we 
didn't start trying to 
kick people." 

"We worked very 
hard, because if you 
don’t win the 50-50 
bails you don’t have a 
chance." 

Cantona has not 
been dismissed since 
retuiming to the game 
a year ago after his 
eight month ban 
imposed following the 
infamous occasion in 
January last year when 





inz 'agai nst Crysul^l ^ antona tackle could have sent him off the field 

ace—and then attacked an abu- nand has produced 18 goals. 

refused to gloat after the 
victory. 

“United are the team to 
beat, and have been for the 
last five or six years.” said the 


sive fan on the way to the 
dressing room. 

Alan Shearer, whose 21.0 
million pounds ($34 million) 
partnership with Les Ferdi- 


England skipper. 

"I still believe that whoever 
finishes above them will win 
the League." 

It was Manchester's first 
League defeat this season. ■ 
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Giants’ offensive line, 
quarterbacking improve 


By Neil Best 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 


EAST RUTHERFORD. New Jersey— 
Whatever hopes the New York Giants 
had for playoff contention all but evapo¬ 
rated after Sunday's 31-21 loss to the 
Washington Redskins. They are 0-4 in 
the NFC East for the first time since 
1979. and are alone in last place at 2-5. 
The good news is that as nice as winning 
is. this season mostly is about develop¬ 
ing young players, and there finally were 
positive signs in the two most analyzed 
areas of all: quarterback Dave Brown 
and the offensive line. 

Early on, it looked like more of the 
same Sunday. Brown entered the game 
having been sacked an extraordinary 
once for every 5.5 pass attempts, and on 
back-io-back plays on the first series, he 
was hammered. First. Marvcus Patton 
and Sean Gilbert drove him to the turf 
on a play whistled dead because of a 
penalty. Then. Dexter Nonage blew past 
guard Ron Stone and sacked him. 


In the huddle. Brown challenged his 
line to regroup, and eventually, it did. 
After falling behind 28-0 and getting an 
earful from coach Dan Reeves at half¬ 
time. the line and Brown were trans¬ 
formed. Sure, the Redskins might have 
eased up with a big lead, but they also 
knew the Giants had to pass, yet were 
unable to get consistent pressure on 
Brown. 

The offense let loose and scored three 
touchdowns on the first’ four series of 
the second half—one fewer than in the 
previous six games combined. Before 
misfiring on his final five attempts. 
Brown was 16 for 22 for 216 yards in 
the half. "When you get the protection, a 
lot of good things can happen." he said. 

Was it the calming influence of left 
guard Lance Smith, making his first 
start in place of second-year man Rob 
Zatechka? Was it a sense of desperation 
and emotion? Was it something that 
finally clicked collectively? Perhaps it is 
all the above. Check back Sunday 
against the Lions. 

“It has to be like the second half the 


rest of the season, and 1 don't expect 
any less of us." tackle Scott Gragg said. 
“You have to look at it and say. that's 
the turning point, where Dave got some 
confidence jn the offensive line and the 
offensive line put a little pressure on 
ourselves and took some risks and got 
the job done." 

Said tight end Howard Cross: "We 
showed it this past week, coming out 
and pushing those guys around and"basi¬ 
cally dominating them. They couldn't 
believe what was happening. ... They 
were just getting beat. Our offensive line 
was crushing them. I think we can pick 
up where we left off. definitely." 

As for Brown, Reeves praised him 
profusely for his courage and poise. Last 
week, he criticized Thim for getting rat¬ 
tled by the Philadelphia Eagles’ rush. 

Dave got hit and hit hard early and 
didn’t flinch.” Reeves said. “He kept 
setting up and trusting that the protec¬ 
tion was going to be there and made 
some great throws.... He made a couple 
with pressure right in his face. Incredi¬ 
ble throws.’V 
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